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* this tract is ſhewed the many ſnares and temp- 
tations that attend both riches and poverty, 
youth and old age; together , with the chief reaſons 
why molt 46 hi. of all ranks and qualities, are ſuch 
great ſtrangers and enemies to True Godlineſs; the 
legaliſt and formal hypocrite may here ſee what dan- 
ger they are in. Alſo you lave an account of the 
preſent errors and hereſies of theſe preſent times: 
with a detection of Baxterian and Antinomian er- 
rors. Moreover, True Godlineſs is deſcribed in his 
own primitive internal and external beauty and glory 
being vindicated from all thoſe foul calumnies and 
reproaches caſt upon him in this and in former ages; 
with his fad lamentation, in reſpect of the prevailing 
power of vice, ungodlinels, papiſtry, aud other che- 
mies at home and abroad ; alſo the uſefulneſs of con- 
lideration, and of the creatures utmoſt improvement 
of the means, in order to union with Chriſt and true 
converſation is Clearly opened; together with the 
cauſe and diſmal conlequences of apoſtacy. 
If thou art a believer, read with delight ; but if 
thou art- an enemy to True Godlineſs, read and 
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them, and ſo fully juſtify our eſſay herein; but ſince 


what they were when firſt it was publiſhed, 


TO THE READER. 


tremble ; for the great happineſs « of the one, and the 
miſerable condition of the other, is laid open before 
your eyes. 

In this treatiſe you may ſee the little Auſe the 
godly have to mourn in the worſt of times, or the 
ungodly to rejoice in the beſt times, or in what 
times ſoever they live in. 1 hope none will be of 
fended becauſe True Godlineſs is here preſented: ir 
an Allegory, ſince the Holy Scriptures abound wit 


it has been abroad for near twenty years, and has 
found ſuch kind acceptance amongſt people of al 
perſuaſions, I need not ſay any thing farther as tc 
that, yet know, the times being quite changed, tc 


An as I have mp an account from many, 


What good God hath done by it to their ſouls, h 


reading the former; ſo that if any receive profit b 


this, I ſhall rejoice: and to that end ſhall commi 


it and thee to the bleſſing of Jeaovan, in whom I 
ſtill remain through infinite grace, to be thy foul 
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CHAP. I. 


Shewing what True Gedlineſs is, as alſo bis Pe- 
+ digree, Original and Antiquity. 

1 Godlineſs being of late, as well as in 
former days, become ſo great a ſtranger to moſt 


oul' men, and indeed not knows but by a very few in, 


Ac. 


the world: I ſhall in the firſt place, before I treat 
of his travels and of the entertainment he meets with 
where he comes, give you a deſcription of him: and 
the rather, becauſe many perſons I perceive are ſub- 
ject to fo great an errer, as to take Morality for 
him: alſo ſome take Counterfeit Godlineſs for 
him ; and others, out of ignorance, (toſay no worſe) 
rail, and ignominioufly call and and ahuſe him, by 


the names of Singularity, Stubbornneſs, Pride, and 


Rebellion, as if he were not fit to live or have a being 

in the world, he being rendered a make-bate, a 

ſeditious and common diſturber of all kingdoms, cities, 
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hold and cleave to, provided they do but live a fober 


than they imagine; it is impoſſible to receive or en- 
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towns, and villages, whereſgerer he comes and is 
entertained ; Yea, ſuch a factious and quarrelſome 
companion, that he is indecd the only cauſe and 
ſtirrer up of all thoſe unhappy differences, diviſions, 
troubles, and miſeries in the world. This being lo, 
I conclude nothing is more neceſfary, than to take 
off that ugly maſs or vizard, which his implacable 
enemies have put upon him, and clear him of all thoſe 
ſoul and unjuſt ſlanders, and curſed repraaches of 
the ſons of Belial ; that ſo he may appear in his 
original, primitive, and ſpotleſs 1 innocency, that none 
may be afraid of him, or be unwilling to entertain 
him, nor aflamed to own him, and make him their 
boſom companion. 


- Know ye therefore in the firſt 
Gedlineſs de- place, ee conſiſts in the 

ſeribed true and right knowledge of divine 
truths, or fundamental principles of the goſpel, which 
all men ought to know and be eſtabliſhe ] in that 
would be ſaved, Without controverſy great Is the 
myſtery of godlineſs: God manifeſted 1 in the fleſh, 
juſtifed in the Spirit, ſeen of angels, preached unto 
the Gentiles, believed on in the world, and received 
up to glory, 1 Tim. in. 16. Theſe great truths of 
the Chriſtian religion are called Godlineſs. Many 
men conclude it is no matter what principles they 


and honeſt life, doing to all men as they would be 
done unto, ſuppoſing that the whole of religion and 
godlineſs conſills in theſe things; but alas ; they are 
greatly miſtaken ; Godlineſs is another kind of thing 


tertain True Godlineſs, whilſt we {hut out of doors 
the eſſentials of the Chriſtian religion; and inſtead 
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thereof embrace ſuperſtition, error, and hereſy, theſe 
being damning principles as well as damning practices, 
2. Pet. i. 2. 3. 

Now ſhould any demand farther, to hear more 
particularly what thoſe principles ot divine truths, or 
fundamentals of the Chriſtian faith be, which are the 
eſſentials of True Godlinels. 

1. J anſwer, That there is one eternal, infinite, 
moſt holy, moſt wiſe, juſt, good, and gracious God, 
or glorious Deity, ſublin iſting in three diſtinct perſons 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt: and theſe 
are one, i. e. one in eſſence, 

2. That this God, out of his great love and good- 
neſs, hath beſtowed upon, and given to his people, 
one ſure, certain, and infallible rule of faith and 
practice, viz. the Holy Scriptures, by which they 
may know, not only that there is a God and Creator 
but of the manner of the creation of the world, and 
of all things in heaven and earth, in ſix days: 
Together of his deſign, end, and purpoſe, or reaſon 
or cauſe wherefore he made all things: aud. alſo to 
ſhew them how fin came into the world, and what 
righteouſneſs it is which God's holy nature requires, 
to their juſtification or diſcharge from the guilt, of 
fin, &c. viz, By a Redeemer, his own Son, whom 
he ſent into the world: and that there is no other 
rule or way to knoy thek things, ſo as for men to 
be ſaved, but by revelation, or the ſacred records of 
the holy ſcriptures only, 

And that the mylitery of ſalvation lies above 
human reaſon, and cannot be known by the light in 
all men. 

3+ That our Redeemer, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who i is ſubſtituted the ſurety of the new covenant, 

x A3 


8 The Travels of True Godli::s/r. 


and only Mediator betwixt God and man, is truly 
God, of the eſſence of the Father, and truly man of 
the ſubſt2nee of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, conſiſting 
of theſe two natures in one perſon; And that redemp- 
tion, peace, and reconciliation is by this Lord Jelus 
Chriſt alone. 

4+ That juſlification and pardon of un is alone, 
by that full ſatisfaction the Lord Jeſus Chriſt made 
to God's juſtice : and that his perfect obedience (in 
doing what the law required, and in his ſuffering 


What we for our ſins deſerved) is imputed as that 
- compleat righteouſneſs to all that believe in him; 


which righteouſneſs is apprehended by faith alone, 
through the Holy Spirit: by which a ſinner is firſt 
apprehended by Chriſt, before he can »pprehend and 
receive him, | 

5. That all men muſt be renewed, regenerated, 
and ſanctiſied by the Holy Spirit, which are, or can 
be ſaved. 

6. That there will be a reſurrection of the bodies 
of all men at the laſt day, both of the juſt and unjuſt. 

7. That there will be an eternal judgment, or 
that all ſhall be brought to the tribunal ot Jeſus 
Chriſt in the great day, and give an account for all 
things dore in the body ; and that there will be a 
future ſlate of glory and, eternal happineſs of all 
true believers, and of eternal torment and miſery of 
all unbelievers and ungodly perſons, who live and 
dic in their ſins. 

Now, I ſay, in the true knowledge and belief of 
theſe principles (which comprehend the ſubſtance of 
all the fundamentals of true religion, or the Chriſtian 
faith) does True Godlineſs conliſt, as to his eſſential part. 

So that whoſoever have not received, and do not 
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ſtedfaſily believe this holy doctrine, they have not 
received, but are ignorant of True Godlineſs, for 
as much as a thing or perſon cannot be, where 
any eſſential part of that thing or perſon is want- 
ing. But, 

Secondly, Godlineſs, as to his inward and more 
hidden parts and power, is a holy conformity to the 
ſacred and divine principles, which natural men un- 
derſtand not; True Godlineſs conſiſts in the light of 
ſupernatural truths and life of grace, God manifeſting 
himſelf in the light of thoſe glorious principles, and 
working the life of ſupernatural grace in the ſoul by 
the Holy Ghoſt: It conſiſts in the faving and ex- 
perimental knowledge of God and Jeſus Chriſt, in 
having all the evil qualities of the ſoul removed, and 
heavenly habits infuſed in their room; or in a gracious 
conformity, di{polition, and affection of the heart to 
God, cleaving to all truths made known to us, find- 
ng the powerful influences of the goſpel and Spirit 
of Chriſt upon us, whereby our ſouls are brought 
into the image and likeneſs of his death and reſur- 
region ; This is true Godlineſs ; it is not a bare 
living up to the gatural principles of morality, nor 
a {imple knowledge of the ietter of the word, or an 
hiſtorical, notional, or dogmatical knowledge of the 
ſacred goſpel, aud the precepts thereof » but in a 
faithful living up to the ſupernatural principles of 
grace and the goſpel ; diſcharging our duties with 
as much readinels and laithfuluels towards God, as 
towards man, ſo that our conſcience may be kept 
void of offence towards both, Acts xxiv. 16. It 
couſiſts in forlaking of every lin, and not only to 
leave it, but to loathe it as the greateſt evil, and to 
cleave to Gol in ſincerity of heart, valuing him above 
A 5 
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all who is the chieſeſt good, and from a principle of 
divine love, willingly ſubjecting to all his laws and 
appointments. Gedlineſs makes a man ſay with the 
pſalmiſt, whom have I in heaven but thee, & c. Non 
. amat Chriſtum, qui amat aliquid plus quam 
Chriftum, ſays Auſtin, He loves not Chriſt at all, 
that loves him not above all: He that entertains 
True Godlineſs, is as much for the work of religion, 
as for the wages of religion. Some there be: who 
ſerve God, that they may ſerve themſelves upon God; 
But a true Chriſtian deſires grace; not only that 
God would glority him in heaven, but that he may 
glorify God on earth; He cries, Lord, rather let me 
have a good heart than a great eſtaze; though le 
loves many things beſides God, yet he loves nothing, 
above God. This man fears fin more than ſuffering! 
and therefore he will {uffter rather than fin: He is 
like a palm-tree, he always flcuriſhes beſt when he is 
preſſed down moſt. This may ſerve, in the ſecond 
Place, to diſcoyer.what tlie inward life and power of 
True Gudlivels is. 

Thirdly, That you way have-a compleat and 
perfect know ledge of him, it may not be amis if I 
deſcribe or give you the character of his form and 
external parts, together with the very faſhion he 
continually wears or goes in. 

Firſt, Then know ve, that the form or external 
parts of True Godlineſs are very comcty ard beautiful: 
and no marvel it is ſo, ſeeing he was form'd and 
ard faſhion'd by the wiſdem of the only wile God 
our Savicur, the works cf whoſe lands being all- 
pow: But this, viz. the formation of Gedlineſe, 

ing one of the chicleſt, higheſt, and moſl adnirable 
contrivances of his eternal wiſdem, muſt of neceflity 
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excel in glory, ſweet odour and amĩiableneſs: his form 
and external beauty therefore is ſuch, that he needs 
no human artifice to paint or adorn him, or any 
ways to illuſtrate or ſet off his beauty and ſweet 
comelineſs of his countenance.: For there is nothing 
defective as to his evangelical and apoſtolical form, 
as he came out of his great Creator's h:nds ; and as 
there is nothing fiom head to toat that is ſuperfluous, 
more than needs or might be ſpared, ſo every line 
and lincament, veins, nerves, and ſinews of him are 
in ſuch an exact and admirable order placed, that to 
his brauty there can be no addition: Every one 
therefore that goes about to take from, add to, or 
alter any thing touching the form of True Godlineſs, 
marrs inſtead of making, and defiles iniſtead of beauti- 
fying : Belides, God hath finaly forbid any thing 
of this nature te be done; Yo man is to ſet up his 
poſt by the Lord's poſt, Add thou not unto his 
word, leſt he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar,” 
Prov. xxx. 6. viz, By fathering that upon God 
which is none of his. Do not the papiſts call thoſe 
ſupetſtitious and vain ceremonies uled in their church 
by the name of God's worſhip ; aud what is this lefs 
than the putting a lie upon him ; beſides, it reſlects 
upon the wiſdom of God to attempt to change or 
2lter any thing of the form of Godlinels, as if he did 
not know beſt how, and in what way, or after what 
manner he himſelf would be worſhipped ; but nwlt be 
behelding te man for his help, wiſdom, and rare 
contrivance, touching many thing: that are by the 
papiſt- called decent and neceſſary : alſo it doth rot 
r-fle&t von the care and faithfulneſs of Ged, inſo- 
much, that le ſhould not himſe!t take care to lay 
down in his U leſled word, many thiwgs which are very 
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necellary to be added to the form of Godlineſs, which 
man's care and wiſdom is fain to ſupply. 

Therefore from hence all may perceive, that True 
Godlineſs never alters his phyſiognomy, nor changes 
his countenance; he is the very ſame, and not altered 
in the leaſt from what he was in the primat ive times; 
nay, and there is indeed nothing in the world be 
hates more than thoſe pompous garbs. Superſtitious 
veſtments, and other fooleries that are uſed in the 
popiſh church, as croſfings, chriſoms, falt, ſpittle, oil, 
and holy water, with divers other ridiculous ceremo- 
mies, which are ſo numerous, they are too tedious 
here to reckon up, therefore take heed you do not 
take tl. counterfeit form of Godlinels for the true 
form: for as there is a counterfeit Godlinels, fo there 
is a counterfeit form of Godlineſs, which the coun- 
terfeit or falſe Godlineſs always wears; It is alſo 
needful to note one thing more, leſt you are deceived, 
viz. You muſt be ſure to receive the power of God- 
lineſs with his form: for his form, without his in- 
ward life and power, will do you no good ; it is but 
as the body without the ſou}, or the ſhell without 
the kernel, or the cabinet without the jewel : neither 
ought any to ſlight his form, for you may remember 
wint the apoſtle ſpeaks of „ the form of doctrine,“ 
Rom. vi. 17. and of the form of found words, 
2. Tim. i. 13. For as the true faith muſt be held 
faſt, fo muſt the profeſhon of it alſo, You may, it 
is true, meet with a hell without the kernel, but it 
is rare to meet with a kernel without the ſheil, 

The Pedigree ; POOP ny a9 72 ven you the 
of Gedlineſs. eſcription, both of the inwar and 
ou:tide power and form of True God- 


liticſs ; we ſhall proceed to treat of his pedigree, and 
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ſhey you whoſe offspring he is, that you, by his 
name, may ealily read from whence he deſcends, and 
learn what a noble parentage he is of: Hl is indeed 
high-born, the great and glorious offspring of the 
Lord Jexovan, the Almighty Prince of heaven 
and earth, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
the univerſal Monarch of my world, whoſe kingdom 
ruleth over all: and as this is his noble extract and 
renowned deſcent, ſo likewiſe he is always in high 
eſteem and favour with his glorious Prince; for there 
is none, no not one in heaven or earth, that he loves 
and takes more delight in, than in True Godlinels ; 
nor is there any indeed more like him, or does more 
lively repreſent him in all the earth; for he bears his 
exprels, {weet and heavenly image: yea, ſuch a 
venerable reſpeci and gracious eſteem hath he of him, 
that thoſe who love him, he loves ; thole who hate 
him, he hates: thoſe who receive him, he receives ; 
and thole who reject him, he rejects; where he comes 
to dwell, there God, Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt 
dwells, 
The antiquity Gydlin . is of = antiquity ö 
of Godlincſs. nay, according to the deſcription 
| we gave you of him In the firſt 
place, we may well tay he is without beginning of 
days, for Truth (tor ſometimes he bears that name) 
dwelt-in God from everlaſting, though in time mant- 
tet or made known to men, nd that in divers ways 
and manners, according as God in wiſdom faw good. 
But as we ſpeak of his antiquity, in reſpect of his, 
high dwelling here below, the firſt that knew him 
was Adam, who whilſt he ſtood in the ſtate of inno- 
cency, enjoyed ſome part of his ſweet company, 
but by the malice of a great and potent enemy lis 
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was abuſed, and his image ſo defaced and marred, 
that he forlook his habitation, which was the ruin 
and utter undoing of our firſt parents and their whole 
poſterity; And had not the father of True Godlineſs, 
the King of heaven and earth, found out, through 
his infinite wiſdom, a way to recover man from his 
loſt eſtate, Godlineſs had made his abode no longer 
in this world: for by means of corruption of nature, 
there was begotten and brought forth a curſed mon- 
ſter of ugly ſhape, whoſe name was Vice, alias Luſt, 
who fourd ſo much favour with Adam's children, 
that Godlineſs was utterly diſcountenanced ; and 
though he was the offspring of heaven, as you heard 
befor, and the only delight ef Jenovan ; and unto 
man the greateſt friend and chiefeſt benefactor in all 
the world, ftriving to enrich him, chear his heart, 
and to make him truly noble and renowned on earth, 
and bi ing him back to his former primitive glory, 
and thereby at laſt make him eternally happy in 
heaven, yet he was neglected and lamentably i1:ghtcd, 
tha: there was but only one of Adam's offspring 
cared for him at that time, and he too, for entertain— 
ing of him, with that juſt and good reſpect he deſer- 
ved, was by his brother, whoſe name was Cain, 
baſely murdered ; ſo that godlineſs, by this, perde. ved 
very early what kind of uſage and entertainment a- 
mongſt the children of men he was to like meet with- 


al; And truly never was there any one ſo nobly_ 
deſcended, and of ſuch an excellent, peaceable, and 
ſweet a nature and behaviour, generally ſo dealt with 
as Godlineſs hath been, from the beginning to this 
very day, except the Prince of Godiineſs himſelt: 
Vet he found ſome friends after Abel was flain, who 
entertained him kindly 5 and though they were fe- 
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proached, hated; aud perſecuted for ſhewing favour 

to him, yet they never lolt any thing by him, but 

contrariwiſe, were infinite Sawers : : for he never came 

empty handed to auy man's houſe, but always brought 

plenty of good things along with him, yea ſuch things, 

the worth and value whereof nb mortal is able to 

compute, as I'll ſhew hereafter, God aſſiſting. Nay, 

ſo great a friend he was to the next man, which I 

find eminently embraced him, that he ſaved him 

from the grave; he {cnt him to heaven without 

calling at the gate of death; His name, as I remem- 
ber, was Enoch. And 'tis not to be thought what 
ſweet and heavenly communion, true joy and felicity, 
this good man had with Godlinels, for the ſpace ot 
three hundred yeirs, for fo Jong they abode together 
on earth, and now dwell togetner wich the Father 
of True Godlineſs, and bis only begotten Son in 
heaven. Some time after this great prince, for ſo 
they are all made who entertain rue Godlineſs, was 
carried to heaven, a fad diſaſter befel the world, 1 
mean the enemies of Gollineſs; for fo i: was, that 
curſed monſter and offspring ot hell, vis, Vice, 
finding ſuch great favour with the men of that 
generation, they delighting 1 in nothing more than in 
ſin and wickedneſs, hating God and his true and 
lovely off:-pring Godlinels, it provoked him to take 
vengeance u7on them, and utterly to deltroy them 
from off the earth; and this was dove by a ſearful 
and amazing foud of water: Now, this heavy julp- 
ment was brought, I ſay, upon the men of that ge- 
neration, for their ſligbting, neglecking and baſcly 
contem:ing of Godlmels. And ſad it was, to conli- 
der how generally men were at that time ont of love 
with him, for the's was not one in ten thouſand but 
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hated him, and loved vice and ungodlineſs far better 
than he ; nay, to teli you plainly, there was but one 
man in all the world, who was an eminent lover of 
this noble and high-born prince, Godlineſs, whole 
name was Noah; though 'tis not to be doubted but 
his wife and ſons, eſpecially two of them, were in 
ſome meaſure favourites of him likewiſe ; But mark 
how at that time it fared with this holy man and 
lis family, who were friends to Godlineſs, never a 
one of them were deſtroyed by that flood. We may 
well ſay, Godlineſs is profitable unto all thin gs, and 
bleſſed are all they who love and kindly entertain 
him; for had it not been for Godlineſs, Noah had 
doubtleſs periſhed as well as others. 

But to proceed in this brief hiſtory of the antiquity 
of Godlineſs, it would not be amils, if we ſpeak a 
little of the next reuowned man after Noah, who 
entertained him, and how he was bleſſed in ſo doing; 
his name a: firſt was Abram, but afterwards Abraham ; 
This man lived for ſome time amongſt a blind, 
heatheniſh, and idolatrous people, and was ignorant 
of Truc Godlinels : but when he became acquaint- 
ed with him, &w men ever loved lim betrer: for he 


made him his bolsn-companion, and chiefeſt delight 


(and fo indeed muſt every one that entertains him) 
and hereby he became great, and his glory and 
renown was ſpread abroad ; Nay, he was by this 
means {o honoured, that he was called the friend of 
God, and the father of all true lovers of Godlinels ; 
And beſides the outward bleflings this faithful man 
reaped as the fruit or donation of Godlineſs, which 
were many, for he had much cattle, men-ſervants, 
camels, ana aſſes, ſo that he became very great; and 
he Was blelled allo with all ſpiritual bleſſings, viz. he 

* 


* * 
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ad ſweet fellowſhip and communion with God, 
abounding in faith, love, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 

he covenant of grace was alſo renewed to him, with 

gracious promiſe, that in his ſeed all the nations of 
the earth ſhould be bleſſed : for he having received 
Godlineſs as his choĩceſt companion and chiefeſt delight, 
Godlineſs brought along with him the promiſes of 
his life, and that which is a thouſand times better; 
viz.. the life which is to come. 

But now, near where this faithful man dwelt, there 
was a city, nay, more than one, whoſe inhabitants, 
were utter enemies to Godlineſs, and lovers of that 
ugly and baſe-born monſter, and ſpawu of the devils 
Vice, abounding in all manner of horrible wickedneſs, 
who for this very reaſon were deſtroyed with their 
cities, by fire and brimſtene from heaven: yet ne- 
vertheleſs before they were conſumed, ſo great a 
lover is JEHovan of Godlineſs, that he told Abraham, 
if there was but ten righteous perſons in that city, 
Viz. ſuch who had entertained Godlineſs, and were 
true lovers of him, he would ſpare the city' for their 
ſakes ; but it appeared there was but one man eſpe- 
cially who ſhewed him countenance, and was in love 
with him. And yet, before. the city was burned, 
the angels bid him haſte and be gone; for Godlineſs 
was ſuch a ſure defence to him, the angel could do 
nothing till he war gene forth ; Sodom could not 
take fire whilſt righteous Lot was in it. 0 

I might proceed further, and ſhew you who they 
were that entertained Godlineſs in the ſucceeding 
ages, for the ſpace of more than two thcuſand years, 
and what great bleſſings he brought unto them, and 
what they ſuffered for bis ſake ; but I can give but 
a brief hint or two upon this account; It is known 
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to all what Joſeph ſuffered for him by his envious 
brethren, and how Godlineſs advanced him for his 
integrity to him at laſt. Moreover, the children of 
Iſrael, after Joſeph was dead, were, throogh that love 
they bore to him, grievouſly oppreſſed by the mighty 
king of Egypt; but it proved his own utter ruin in 
the end. David, for the love he bare to him, was 
for many years together greatly perſecuted, but 
afterwards Godlineſs raiſed him to great honour, and 
made him very rich, and ſet a crown upon his head, 
All along I might ſhew you in ancient days he was 
very much hated and perſecuted : nay, and ſome of 
his true friends and favourites were, for his ſake, caſt 
into a fiery furnace, and another into a lion's den, 
yet they never loſt any thing by him, nor did they 
ever repent the entertainment they gave him. If we 
ſhould come lower into the times of the goſpel, it is 
well known what uſage he met with in our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and his bleſſed apoſtles ; 
afterwards alſo by the heathen emperors, he was molt 
abominably hated and perſecuted and all thoſe who 
entertained him were put to all manner of cruel 
deaths and torments imaginable. Laſtly, We might 
alſo ſhew what hard uſage he met with by Counter- 
feit Godlineſs, -I mean Papiltry, for near twelve 
hundred years, 'and how many of his dear 'children 
and fervants have, for the frame of him, heen burnt 
to death, and otherwiſe tormented in moſt nations 
of Europe; but let what hath been faid ſuffice, touch- 
ing the antiquity, gray hairs, and uſage of True God- 
Iineſs in former days. 
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CHAP. II. 


Shewing who the chief enemies of Godlineſs are. 


| = AGE given you a brief account of the. pedi- 
gree, original, and antiquity of True Godlinels, 
wherein occaſionally hath been hinted ſome of thoſe 
great abuſes he met withal in ancient times, I judge 
it may not be amiſs (before I come to treat of his 
travels and entertainments in theſe latter days, and 
bow it tares with Jim in this preſent juncture) to 
give a deſcription of ſome of his chiefeſt adverſaries, 
to the end the true lovers of Godlineſs may be a- 
ware of them, and thoſe who have a mind to be ac- 
quainted with him, and are hindered from receiving 

2 him into their* houſes, may know the 
* Their hearts cauſe and reaſon of it. ow, 

1. One of the chiefeſt enemies of this great prince 
and favourite of heaven is the devil; nor is there 
any one that hates him more. 

2. Sin, alias Vice, alias Luſt. 

3. The Fleſh. 

4+ The world. | | 

But becauſe this general and common deſcription _ 
is not ſufficient to diſcover the great danger men and 
women are in, by certain other ſecret and domeſtic 

enemies, who are curſed emiſſanes 

4+, bee and ſervants of thoſe grand adver- 
neſs'are ſaries of True, Godlineſs, ſome of 
which many are ready to entertain 

as friends, not ſuſpecting the fatal danger they are 
in thereby ; I ſhall, upon this, therefore give you an 
account of a few of them, and tell you their names. 


The firſt I ſhall begin with is Unbelicf, a vory davge- 
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rous fellow. 2. Pride. 3. Vain glory. 4. For- 
maljty. 5. Hypocriſy. 6. Oppreſſion. 7. He- 
reſy. 8. Superſtition. 9. Idolatry, alias Papiſtry. 
10. Proſperity, 11. Perſecution. 12. Ignorance. 
13. Blind Zeal, 14. Vain Hope. 15. Sloth, alias 
Idleneſs. 16. Covetouſneſs. 17. Old Cuſtem, 18. 
Evil Example. 19. Selſ-righteouſneſs. 20. Pre- 
ſumption. 21. Deſpair. 22. Slaviſh fear. 23. A 
Senſual Pleaſure, And 24. Apoſtacy— with many 
other of like quality, too tedious here to reckon up: 
But by mentioning the names of theſe, you may 
caſily diſcern who and what the others are, who, 
with their attendants, are all implacable enemies to 
True Godlineſs, and as much as lies in them, endea- 
vour to hinder his being entertained whereſoever he 
comes, as you will find in the enſuing hiſtory of his 
travels, Now, the reaſon why True Godlineſs hath 
ſo. many enemies, I had thought to have ſhewed in 
this place; but becauſe I will not hinder you from 
the main ſcope and deſign of this treatiſe, I ſhall re- 
ſerve them for a more convenient place. 


CHAP. III. 


Shewing bow Godlineſs, having received à com- 
miſſion to travel, and vit the children of 
men comes to @ certain town on the confines 
2338 where ne Riches dwelt, and © 

is uſage and evil treatment there. © 

TEE great and mighty Jeaovan, the God and 

Father of True Grace and Godlineſs, out of 
his great mercy and infinite goodneſs to mankind, 
graciouſly was pleaſed to ſend them a Saviour, yea, 

a great and mighty Saviour, or one able to fave to 
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the uttermoſt all that come to God by him, Heb. 
Vii. 25+ and to the end, that they might have the 
knowledge of this bleſſed Saviour, he hath ſent the 
goſpel amongſt them; but in his eternal wiſdom bath 

decreed and ordained it, that no man ſhould have 
any ſaving benefit by this glorieus Saviour, but he 
who doth. receive, entertain, and kindly embrace 
True Godlineſs whenſeever he is ſent to viſit them; 
and to the end therefore that they might not miſs 
of {o great a bleſling which Godlineſs brings along 
with him: I may ſafely venture to ſay, according 
to my preſent method, and to purſue my allegorical 
diſcourſe, Godlineſs hath received commiſſion from 
the King of heaven and earth to travel, to ſee who 
would embrace and entertain him. Moreover, it 
appears his commiſſion was very large : he was not 
limited to the ſmall confines of Judah, nor to travel 
only in the land of ,Canaan, but to go into all the 
world, or do travel into all nations, countries, and 
kingdoms of the earth, Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. Mark 
xvi. 15. and to viſit the rich and poor, the old and 
young, as well the king on the throne, as the beg- 
gar on the dunghill ; even all, bond and free, male 
and female: Nor was he ſent to travel alone, but 
had a very rich and glorious retinue always with. 
Iam ; neither did he come to any man's houſe emp- 
ty-handed, but brought along with bim moſt rich 
and glonous preſents of the choiceſt things of hea- 
ven, the worth of which is infinite, or beyond com- 
putation. But fince I perceive he is come to à cer- 
tain town, where one Riches dwells, and is now at 
his door, let us ſee what entertainment he mcets with' 
at this place, 
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| | Now Godlineſs knock'd very hard 
Godlineſs and often, before any within would 
_ knock at give an anſwer, Riches being full. of 
Riches Doors. buſineſs ; for either he was telling of 

| his money, or caſting up his accompts, 

to ſee what his neighbours owed him, or elſe conſult- 
Ing new projects to encfeaſe his ſtore ; for I per- 
ceive he is a perſon never ſatisfied : Beſides, the times 
being very perilous, his mind was filled with perplex- 
ing and vexatious thoughts, how to ſave and keep 
what he had already gotten; ſo that he had no leiſure 
nor time to liſten to the continual knocking of True 
Godlineſs at his door, infomuch, that Godlineſs was 
forced to ſtay there a long time: And that which 


grieved this high-born prince moſt of all, was this, 


vig. He perceived, that no ſooner than ſome other 


gueſts came to his door, who were perſons much in- 
| ferior as to birth and quality to him, and indeed not 
worthy of the leaſt regard, not having buſineſ of that 


great weight and moment with him as Godlineſs had, 


yet he opened his door immediately to then; but 
but before this renowned hero and darling of heaven 
could get in, Riches had ſo many baſe and ill-bred 
lervants in his houſe, that they clapped to the door, 


ſo that he could not get ſo much as one foot in. 


Now, the gueſts he ſo readily opened the door unto, 
were, as 1 take them, theſe following, viz. * The 
Luft of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life,” Jobn ii. 16. Theſe he took much 
delight in, and kept company with continually ; 
ſometimes they had him to the tavern, ſometimes to 
the play-houſe, and ſometimes to recreate him at 
bowls, cards, and dice, with divers other ſenſual 
{ports and pleaſures ; but at laſt it ſo fell out, that 
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he was taken very ſick, and Godlineſs ill waiting 
at his door, it happened at this time one was in his 
houſe, who forced him to liſten to this earneſt and 
continual. knocking, — his name was Fearful : He is 
one*that Riches doth not at all love, but when ſick- 
neſs comes, he is grievouſly troubled with him; and 
he made him at this ſeaſon to cry out, Who is there? 
who is at my door? 

Godli, I am here, and have a long time waited at 
your door. . 

Rich. What is your name? 

Godli. My name is True Godlineſs, one that you' 
have little reaſon to flight, neglect, and contemn as 
you have done ; fer there is none you ſtand in more 
need of, nor can do you that good as I can, and will 
do you, if you pleaſe to open your door and let 
me ein. 

Rich. Sir, I am troubled I have not winks yau 
all this while, for I have a great reverence and reſpect 
for Godlineſs ; God forbid I ſhould keep you out | 
any longer. l 

Upon this the whole houſe was in an uprdar; for 
he had, as, I told you before, divers looſe, ill-bred, 
or rather hell-bred ſervants, all bitter enemies to 
True Godlineſs; their names were, Preſumption, 
Pride, Unbelief, Ignorance, Malice, Vain-hope, Co- 
vetouſneſs, c. Theſe, and ſeveral other baſe com- 
panions of like quality, whom he had brought up, 
and a long time cheriſhed in his houſe, ſeemed mighti - 
ly concerned that the leaſt head or attention ſhould 
be given to True Godlineſs. They alſo enquired who 
was the cauſe of it: At laſt they underſtood; it was 
Mr Fearful, then they preſently joined together tak. 
fall upon Fearful, and turn him out of the houſe,” 


meals meat more, nor the leaſt countenance. ' 


© _ principally mine; I was partly forced to do what 
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Preſumption ſtruck the firſt blow, and ſpoke alſo te 
this purpole. 

Preſump. Are not you a baſe fellow, thus to diſ 
turb my raſter, as to cauſe him in the leaſt to doubt 
of the ſtrength of his ſtrong and im- 

* Riches pregnable fortification , “ wherein he 
bags of gold hath placed his long confidence, and mal 
and ſilver. now to force him to incline to open“ “ 
unto True Godlineſs, who is our utter * 

enemy? Is he not an honeſt man ;- what can you 
charge him with? what cauſe or ground is there for 
this difturbance ? hath he not done much good in' the 
+ pariſh where he lives, and given many a piece of 
bread- at his door? I warrant you it will go well Þ 
with him. Fearful, What do you ſay ? | 

Fearf. Truly Sir, J ſeeing him very ſick, thought 
he might die in his ſins. | | 
Preſump. Thou fool, what and if he ſhould, did 
not Jetus Chriſt die for ſinners ? God is mereiful, and 
will forgive men their fins at any time, even at the . 
+ very laſt hour, if they do but call upon him. Be- I" 
ſides, Fearfal, are you mad to give way, much more 
to force him to incline to open to True Godlineſs, 
for if once he is let into the houſe, you will be im- 
mediately turned out, and hardly, if ever, have one 


Fear. Truly, Preſumption, the fault was not 


I did, | mew 
Preſumpt. Forced by whom ?+ who forced you? 
Fearf. It was the ſteward of the houſe, who keeps 
the records, or an account of all that is done, whoſe 
name is Conſcience ; be finding much. guilt Iy ing 
upon him through his cruclty, hard-heartedneſs, and 


* 
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ſo te ebaucked life, ſtirred me up to do what I have done; 
ay, Conſcience told him he had been ſuch a vile 
died gracelels wretch, that if he died, he would go 
Hubtmediately to hell ; therefore you cannot blame me 
or diſquieting of him. 
Pride. Bearken to me a little; Is it not, my 
maſters, below ſuch a brave and heroic ſpirit that al- 
ays attends riches, to be troubled about Sin, or give 
ay to a bawling Conſcience, and this ill-bred fels 
ow Fearful : I hate the thoughts of it; this is the 
bay to bring him to reproach and ſhame amongſt his 
eighbours, and to make great men laugh at, and 
ontemn him, who have been his companions. My 
great prince Lucifer ſent me into his ſervice and I 
ill not betray my truſt, ever to give way, that this 
knwelcome and hatcful travelter, True God lineſs, 
ould be let in, who would beguile my prince of 
ns right. | 
Unbeli. Alas, Sirz, there is no danger: I agree 
ith my friend and deareſt brother Preſumption, that 
Be. [is condition js good enough, let Conſcience fay 
hat he will ; for if there be a bell, for I much 
ſoeftion it, yet he will go, ſhould be die, I will af- 
lure you, to heaven. . * 6 
nor. What a ſtir is here? If our maſter was 


im- 
n he 
and 


15 door, and had not ſo many bags of gold and ſilver, 
ot Ibbere might be ſome ground for this baſe fellow 
12 earful to diſquiet him. I can give as good counſel 

Is any of you; money anſwers oll things, he may 
u Fake him friends with the mammon of unrighteoul- 
ps s; let him give a little more than uſual to the 
* or, and that will merit God's favour. Who would 
1 part with a little money to get peace of conſ- 


ace, and purchaſe * iu heaven; Charity is 


% 
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more than all your new notions of religion, 1 CorÞ" 
xiii. Though I know but little, I am not ſuch anſfu 
ignoramus as ſome think. 1 

Vain-hope. I am of a mind with my brotheſde 
+ Unbelief; and it was I alfo you know who have kepyC 
up his ſpirits all along, and did what I could tqſo 
ſtop Steward Conſcience's mouth from giving way tare 
Mr Fearful, to open the door ; let him thereforgs 
but put his truſt in me, and I warrant you he will 
fear nothing. 

Preſumpt. Come, ceaſe this noiſe, all is well e 
nough yet, Godlineſs is not let in, and our maſte 
3s much better than he was; and though conſciencq if 
incline to embrace this our enemy, yet you will find 
he will not be regarded &er a little while; Pray let 
us all agree at preſent to ſtir vp Riches? eldeſt fon 
whoſe name is Honour, the father's darling, and the 
Hopes of all the family, to ſee what he can do, in 
order to keep our enemy Godlineſs out. Now ourpld 
friend Pride is the fitteſt to be employed in thig 0! 
work, for he is much in favour with our maſter's eld4h: 
eſt ſon, and his own child too. After a ſhort time o 
thus it fell out: Riches being recovered, he cou al 
Julted with Worldly Honour, a great enemy to Truq n 
Godlineſs, which was one reaſon why the Father and g 
true image of Godlineſs ſaid a great while ago Þ 
« How can ye believe that receive honour one of ancy * 
ther, and ſeek not the honour that cometh from God 
alone,” Jobn v. 44. Now Pride, Ambition, ang" 
Honour being all three the natural offspring of R 
ches, got ſo much into his affections, that Godline 
was kept out (making good that word, + The wick 
ed, through the pride of his countenance, will no 
ſeck after God: God is not in all his thoughts) 
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nd Conſcience being at this time al moſt ſtifled, Fear 
ful was forced to fly and hide himſelf in ſome hole 
ill another ſeaſon : But Godlineſs remained at his 
door for a long time, even till he waxed old, and 
Conſcience having recovered a little ſtrength, by rea- 
{on of his going now and then to hear a ſermon, ſtir- 
red up Mr Fearful again to open the door, and had 
al molt prevailed, had not a curſol ſervant of Riches, 
who, I take, was his purſe-keeper, beſtirred himſelf, 
whoſe name was Covetouſneſs, an implacable enemy 
to True Godlineſs, who, when he perceived Godlineſs, 
was like to meet wich ſome ſeeming entertainment, 
ipake to Riches after this ſort: | 

Covet. Sir, will you be fo folliſh now in your 
old age, as to open your duor to this ſtranger and 
factious perſon, Godlineſs ? It will be to your great 
loſs and injury if you do, I will aſſure you: And 
beſides, I who have been a true drudge to you all a- 
long, and by the means of whom you have got moſt 
of your eſtate, ſhall at the very inſtant you receive 
lum into your houſe be turned out; nay, and not 
only ſo, but alſo be brought under a ſevere ſentence, 
and be condenmed to die for idolatry, and then your 
money will flie; tor you will find him a chargeable 
gentleman, for he teaches a doQtrine that I am ſure you 
hate, and I cannot blame you, for it is very deſtruc- 
tive to your intereſt. 

Riches, What doctrine is that, pr'ythee inform 
me, for I have a very good eſteem for thee ; and in 
truth, for a long time have been ſenſible of the gain- 
ful ſervice thou halt Cone me: For when I kept my 
old ſervant Prodigality to be my purſe-keeper, I 
could never thrive; but ſince I met with thee, I have 
encreaſed my ſubllance exceedingly. 

B 2 
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Covet. Why, Sir, then 1 will tell you, he teache 
Riches to ſell all that he bath, and give it to tliffto 
poor, and to follow a new Maſter Who had not onflp z 
| foot of land in all the world, nor a houſe to dwe 
in: no, nor one penny of money in his pocket, whol 
diſciples were generally poor, illiterate, eontemptib 
people, c. Sir, in a word, if you open to this Goc 
Iineſs, you, will be »ndone ; for though you are ne 
put upon the ſelling all you have preſently, yet yo 
will be forced by him to give to the poor laints, 
they call them, not a little, but according to wha 
your eſtate and neceſſity is; nay, you will not knox 
when you have done, for he will find out for y 
every day new objects of charity : he will tell ye 
there are ſo many poor Pariſh-Childrep to be puſ 
out, and ſo much you muſt give with them, and 
many aged- widows, who muſt he relieved ; and wh 
mould do it he will ſay, but Riches; nay, tis 
thouſand to one if he doth not put you to build a 
hoſpital for them : Beſides, when you have done this 
he will not let you reſt, but will tell you, whenſ 
ever Chriſt in his members is ſick, you muſt viſigy 
them; and when hungry, feed them; when naked 
clothe them; and when in priſon, you muſt relie\ 
them ; take notice that he will ſend you to this pri 
fon and to that priſon, to ſee if Chriſt be not there 
I mean ſome of his poor children, who ly there fa 
his ſake ; if there be any, though they may not | 
all points of religion agree with you, yet he will te! 
you, you mult not let them want whilſt you hay 
enough to ſupply their neceſſity ; and if you do. 
well tell you, © Go ye curſed”. will be your portiodp 
at laſt, Beſides all this, you do not think what 
deal of money he will tell you is your duty to gi 
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to thito paſtors and miniſters of the goſpel, who are his 
ot onflgreart inſtruments and promoters in the world: Nay, 
dweSir, he poſitively affirms, you ought not only to 
wholfgive to them juſt ſo much as will ſupply their ne- 
1ptibliceſſities, but that it is your duty to give, and their 
s Godright jure Divino, to have a plentiful allowance, ſo 
re ndfſthat they may be freed from all the perplexing cares 
et yoſof this lite; and not only ſo, but alſo may put them 
nto a capacity to provide for their wives and chil- 
dren, that they may not be expoſed to want and ne- 
ccffiries after they themſelves are dead, and to have 
o much out of your eſtate, as to be able to give to 
dthers alſo, that ſo they may be examples of charity} 
nd indeed 1 cannot deny but that the ſcriptures do 
ay they ought to be men given to hoſpitality, Tit, 
8. and many of them are poor, and therefore how 
hey ſhould do this, Godlineſs ſays it is impoſſible, 
nleſs they are capacitated ' ſo to do by Riches. 
Moreover, I will tell you more, now I am about it, 
his Godlineſs, is lo unhappy, and in truth hath al- 
rays been, that he hath many great and potent ene- 
ies, ſo that they who receive and entertain him, 
ave been expoſed to great troubles and perſecutions 
n the world. | 
Rich, I muſt confeſs thou haſt ſaid enough ta 
nake me fox ever out of love with True Godlineſs, 


hen! 
t viſh 
nakec 
relicv 
1s pri 
there 
re io 


not i cannot bear the thoughts of entertaining ſuch a 
ul telfueft as this in my houſe, but what ſhould I do with 


y bawling ſteward Conſcience, lor he every now 
nd then tells me I muſt give way to him, and ſtirs 


a hav 


do. k 


ortioflp Mr Fearful my lodger (one that I hate, but can- 
vhat ot get rid of, let me do what I caif) to terrify me 


ith the thoughts of hell and damnation, © for wirh- 
ut holincſs,” I muſt confels 1 have read, no man 
0 B 3 | 


9 g'\ 
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ſhall ſce the Lord.“ And it is ſaid too, Whoeve 
will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſcution. 

Covet. Why truly, Sir, 1 ſee no remedy, but 
you mult reſolve to ſtifle him; for I perceive he | 
the chief cauſe of all the diſturbance and trouble thai 
is in your houſe, and not only ſo, but in part, of al 
the contuſions and diviſiors which are this day it 
the world: but which way this ſhall be done, I mn 
refer you to that worthy gentleman and underſtand 
ing ſervant of yeurs Dr Self-love; for in this caſe 
am not fit to give counſel, being not brought ul 
in learning; but he and Sir Wordly Wiſdom being 
both obie divines, will be ſure to find out a read 
way to do it, ſo that you ſhell not be troubled wit! 
him any more: and this I will aſſure you, if I can 
be any ways helpful to them in the bulinefs, I wi! 
be at your command, ſo long as you plcaſe to enter 
tain me. Dr Selt-love and Sir Worldly Wiſdoi 
being at hand, Riches called for them, to whom h 
addreſſed himſelf after this manner: 

Rich. Gentlemen, vou have both great learning 
and experience in the laws, both divine and humai 
I pray be pleaſed to give me a little of your count: 
my caſe is this: There is one who calls himſelf Try 
\ Godlineſs at my door, and preſſes hard for entertai 
ment, but by means of a deſeription I bave latel 
had of his manners and attendance, I perceive it wii. 
be-dangerouz at this time fer me to reccive him, « 
ſhew him the leaſt kindneſs. But I have a trauble 
ſome ſteward. in the houſe, whom I cannot be rid of 
who here of late too much adl.eres to him, and 1 
ready too often to give way to open the door, | 
that by his means, and one Mr Fearful, a timorouſſte 


ſellbw, whom he ſtirs up, 1 have of late tad but verjy 
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peveſſsittle quiet: Now, what will you adviſe me to do 
ion. In this tad condition? 
, bufl Dr Self-love. You muſt not give way to bim, 
he or I know him well enough, his name is Conſcience, 
; thaÞir, if you follow his diftates, and embrace this God- 
of allineſs, you will be undone, and your wife and chil- 
iy ihren will ſoon be brought to a piece of bread, not- 
muſſheithſtanding your great eſtate : But alas, he is grown 
tandld, and is in his dotage, and for want of od ey Cc» 
caſe Wight errs exceedingly ; nay, is fo erroneous, that you 
ht ufo well to adviſe with us: come, doubt not but we 


beingſhall inform him better. Sir, your great fault hath 
readyſÞbcen this, I perceive it clearly, you have read too 
| witnuch of late; Why ſhould you concern yourſelf 
I] cayith the bible? I think it bad been well if it had 
I vierer been tranſlated into our mother tongue, this 
enterhath given him opportunity to diſturb your mind; 
'{domfrome, give over this in the firſt place: The cauſe 
om hi you know, of a diſtemper, muſt be firſt removed or 


o effeQual cure can be expedted; it is chough for 
you to mind your ſecular affairs, things of religion 
belong to religious men; and when Conſcience for 


nu! 
Unna! 


duntcheny fin gripes you, divert yourſelf amongſt the brave 
t 1 ruherves you uſed to keep company with, get to the 
ertainſtavern, or to ſome play-houſe ; but be ſure at no time 
latelſhou read any book beſides your books of accompts 
it wiland romances, or fuch like: And fer religion, let 
im, qqme tell you, that natural religion is ſufficient, and 
qublethat what this traveller ſaith, is but myſterious non- 
rid offfſenſe, enough to make men mad. I do not ſay you 


and 
or, | 
NOorov 


t ve 


ſhould. not be religious at all, no, God forbid I ſliould 
give you ſuch ceunſel ; but there is no need to en- 
tertain ſtrict Godlineſs becauſe you may be ſaved | 
Without it, elſe, Lord, what will beceme of the great- 
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elt part of the world! Go to church and hear prayeſd. 
but be ſure to forbear to go to ſuch churches wheſpol 
any bawling preacher endeavours to reach your Cotþg 
ſcience, Can any man perſuade me his ſoul canngnl 
be faved, unleſs he“ Kl all he hath, and give it Vo 
poor,” and ſo become a fool that he may be wilÞ p 
Who can believe that another's righteouſneſs cafff o 
make me righteous before God ? 
Sir Worldly Wiſdom. Mr Riches, the counf 
which my brother hath given is very good, be ſu 
you are never led by the dictates of your ftewanſfll: 
Conſcience, to expoſe yourſelf to any loſs or reproacp 1 
for religion; you hear you may be, nay, ought t 
be religious; and what is religion, but to live a 
honeſt and ſober life, to fear God, honour the kinggor 
ſay our prayers, and pay our debts : But 1 have jul 
now thought of a way that will do, you having 
great eſtate, pray get another ſervant into your houle 
keep a chaplain 1 in your family ; this done, you wil 
find ali will be well, and you will hear no more co 
plaints from within nor without, fer you will be ta 
ker. by all your ſervants, and others too, for a godl 
man; Neither believe nor regard what ſuch bablergj 
lay, who talk of ſuch things that ly above all bugt 
man reaſon, as Mr Self. love noted. Can three be 
one, or one be three? Or a woman bear a ſon that 
never knew a man? Or can a man be that God that 
made the world ? Or can his righteouſneſs be yours 
No, no, your own good deeds may juſtify you; thi 
Gedlineſs is but fooliſhneſs, regard him not. | 
Riches haying thanked them for their good coun- 
ſel with a great deal of joy, retires himſelf, being! 
very well ſatisfied with the advice Dr Self-love anc 


Sir n Wiſdom had given him. And indeed 
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is is the miſery of moſt rich men, viz. if they ly 
prayenqnder any convictions of Sin, from. that little light 
s wheSnlcience bath at any time got, then preſently, be- 
ir Cog flirred up thereto by Covetouſneſs, they conſult 
canngith Flell; and Blood, and then Dr Self-love and Sir 
e it Worldly Wiidom are their great counſellors. But 
e wiſÞ proceed, Riches got now a chaplain, and inſtead 
s caff opening to True Godlinefs, he opens to Counter- 
| it Godlineſs, which was occaſioned through igno- 
:0un{@nce, and thoſe other fooliſh counſellors he hearken- 
be ſund to. Now this man, as it appears, proved a ſad 
tewarfellow, for though he was a ſcholar being brought up 
proach ſome univerſity, yet he never cared to read the 
ght tpible, but as ſome ſay, would now and then curſe it, 
ive afove to read romances and ſong-books. But poor 
kinggonſcience being ſtifled, in a little time he gave con- 
e juſfent to the whole family, in that he could mumble 
ing er a few prayers out of a book; And that in the 
houlefecond place, he could bowl, drink healths, be drunk, 
a wilgnd cry damn him with any of them: and there was 
comppdeed hever a oue in all the family that hated True 
de tappodlineis me than he; for he made tongs of him, 
zodlygnd ſcoffed, jeered, and derided him continually, cal- 
\blerging him a myſtcrious and nonſenſical fellow, talking 
| bug things againſt all human reaſon, and above all 
ee bchelief of three, that are but one; And he made him- 
thaſfelf and others merry with his mean, low, and diſ- 
tharefſed condition; and alſo ſtirred up all the neigh- 
urs Mur hood to find fault, and quarrel with all thoſe who 
th ere friends and true lovers of him. 
| Godlineſs now perceived he was like to have but 
dun- Nool entertainment at this houſe, having waited at 
eingziches gate till his patience was almoſt worn out, 
andÞ*gan to think of a removal, and to travel to ſome 
led | 
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Other place; but before he took his final fare cd 
he was reſolved to ſpeak bis mind freely to hi 
thereby to leave him without any kind of exc 
whatfoever, and therefore addreſſed himfelt to hi 
after this manner, being at the door ready to depa 

Godli, Well, Riches, I ſee now very plainly y. 
did but flatter me, when you began to hearken 
poor ſteward Confcience, in order to the'letting 
into your houſe ; for evident it is, you are gro 
far worle than before, and have blind-d his eyes, 
entertaining another, who calls himle:f by my na: 
inſtead of me; but before I depart, I will thew y 
the great danger you are in, and the cauſe of | 
| The truth is, you have got ſuch a crew of Joo 
baſe, and deceitful ſervants, that they will atter 
undo you, and bring upon you the eternal ruin 
your poor ſoul, which I defign'd by my coming 
you, to fave and make happy for ever; for ide 
whether you believe it or no, there waz never a 
who entertain'd theſe graceleſs villains and enemi 
of God, but were for ever ruined by them at lat 
nay, not only eternally hereafter in the world 
come, but many times externally here in this world 
therefore I adviſe you to do what you can to get 
of them, and 1 will help you to far better fecrvailf 
in their ſtead. For firit of all, can you think it with 
be fate for you to keep Preſumption ſtill w yo 
houſe, ſiuce there is ſcarce a more decenful at 
bloody wretch in the world? How many thouſan 
of poor fouls hath he impudently deſtroyed, by ca 
ling them to preſume on the mercy of God, and . 
death of Chriſt, and yet live in fin, pride and coal 
touſueſs, and in a vile manner, hating and conte 


ing me, that is to ſay, True Godlinels ; Doth ney 
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reed ſay, “ It is hard for a rich man to enter into 
» hike kingdom of heaven; and yet * are perſuaded 


excij him to think it is an eaſy thing? And doth not 
to bite ſcripture ſay, Except your righteouſneſs do ex- 
deparied the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
ly y& ſhall in no wiſe enter into the kingdom of God, 
ken Wat. v. 20. and yet he tells you that by doing a 
ng Bw good deeds, or by giving a little of your great 


870 


y CS, | 


undance to the poor, your ſtate is good enough; 
hereas many of the Phariſees did, as to acts of cha- 
7 nailty, exceedingly out-do you; nay, doth not St 
WW YBaul ſay, “ Though he gave all his goods to feed 
of | poor, and his body to be burned, yet without 
looKharity,” (that is to ſay, true love ts God and 
utterF$odlineſs) he was nothing, 1 Cor. xiii. 3. and yet 
ruin Gov, though you ſlight and contemn God and God- 
ung ese, are taught to preſume on God's mercy, who 
ndeeÞich notwith ſtanding poſitively ſaid concern you, 
er and ſuch as you are, He that made them, 'w "Wot." . 
nemve them: and he that formed them, will ſhew” thela * 
t lalh favour, Iſa. xxvii. 11. 
orld I As touching what Self-love faith, it is abominable; 
vorlqo you not find the Lord Jeſus ſaying,” that unleſs 
get man deny himſelf, he cannot be my diſciple, 
:rVailflat. Xvi. 24. Now, this fellow is one of the reſt 
id Wiſere meant, even Self. love, and Sell-righteouſuels. 
1 y OS well as Sinful-ſelf and Natural-ſelf. Sir, you mult 
al at rid of them all, or periſh for ever. 
ſav Will you love yourſelf more than Chriſt ? 7 l- 
y cage mult die, he is a traitor to the Lord of life * 
nd ory, and an utter enemy to your own ſoul; if you 


| coufflake him your counſelor, you are an undone wart. 
tem And then, as to Worldly W iſdom, he is the 
th Pubs attorney- general, that ever gives counſel to all 
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ol Chriſt, and ſo Paganize this iſle again. Doth ne 


my ſtery of Godlineſs, 1 Tim. iti. 26. 


things, or things in nature, which no man can com- 


that hearken to him againſt God and Chriſt, and a ha 
revealed religion : This is he chat Satan hath ſtirrec f ( 


up, ſince liberty of conſcience hath bzen eftabliſhed 'F 


and popery hath been vanquiſhed, to deceive and ru + 
the ſouls of men: It is he that ridicules all ſupern 
tural diſcoveries of God, or revealed religion, anc 
would indeed rob the whole kingdom of the goſpe 


Paul ſay, the world by wiſdom knew not God? H 
would have you believe nothing to be a truth « 
principle of religion that lies above your own huma 
reaſon : and therefore he ſays there is nothing myſte 
rious in Chriſtianity ; by which he gives the ſeriptun 
the lie, that ſays, Without controverſy, great is th 


He will not ſuffer ſuch that hearken to him, taf 
believe the Trinity of perſons in the ſacred Godhead 
nor that Chriſt is the Moſt High God, and yet ver., 
Man, in one perſon, becauſe it lies above man's wi, 
dem, or human underitanding to comprehend it 
nor that ſinners can be juſtified by an imputed righ 
teouſneſs, or by the active and paſſive. obedience off 
Chriſt, though ir is poſitively aſſerted to be thus, by. 
the Spirit of God in the Word. 

This Worldly Wiſdom and Sir Human Reaſonf 
taught the Greeks, in the apoſtles time, to contemr 
the preaching of Chriſt crucified, and falvation by - 
him, as a fooliſh notion, or idle dream; and fo they 
{irive to perſuade people to think now, and fo ta 
trample the chief principles of the Chriſtian faith 
under their feet. | 

Alas! it is evident, that there are many earth] 


prehend nor give reaſon of: and is it any marvel ther he 


* 
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hat the myſteries of the goſpel, or the deep things 

f God, are above man's human reaſon to conceive 
f them, ſo as to comprehend them? 
Yet know, though theſe myſteries are above human 
aſon, they are not againſt reaſon to believe them. 
it not reaſonable that men believe what the God 
If truth affirms, and the eternal Father, Son, and 
Spirit bear record unto? Theſe wretches would not 
zve you to ſell all you have, and give it to the poor, 
jet you know the Lord Jeſus Chriſt gave that counſel 
o a rich man; and if you do not part wi all in 
our love and affection, and actually when cd calls 
For it, you can be no true Chriſtian: becauſe you do 
ot love God with all your heart, nor above your 
old and ſilver, or earthly riches, 

Moreover, if you will not chuſe to become a fool 
In the eſteem of carnal men, you can never be truly 
riſe, 1 Cor. iii. 18. „If any man among you ſcemeth | 
d be wiſe in this world, let him beceme a fool that 
righ e may be wiſe,” Let the wiſe men of reaſon ac- 
ce off unt you a fool, if you are ſpiritually wile, wiſe 
„ by to ſalvation, matter not how you are called and 

enſured by ſuch whom Satan has blinded ; Doth 
alone tie apoſlle ſay, that the world by wiſdom knew 
ot God. ; 
* And then, as touching your ſervant Uubclicl, he 
ner ſuch a bloody and devouring monſter, that he hat! 
FR millions to hell, by hindering them from believing 
bat God hath ſaid in his word, touching his grace 
faith nd clemency believers, and his Wan 
y to true believers, and his wrath and 
hi} geance to the impenitent and unbelieving foul ; 
* will not ſufler you to believè nor give credit to 
8 mat word, If any man loves the world, the love of 
tie Father is not in him, 1 John i. 15. Nor to 
2 


— 


and then alſo it might be very caly tor a rich ma 


». 
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that word, except a man be born again, he cannqnt 
ſee the kingdom of God, Jobm iii. 3. And he th 
believeth not, ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. Ar 
many like dreadful ſentences, which he will ne 
ſuffer you to regard, nor give the leaſt credit tc 
And thus he teaches you to make God a liar; for | 
bath ſaid, You ſhall, without true faith, be damne@ 
and periſh in your fins; but he ſays, Ye ſhall | 
ſaved, though ye live in your ſins, 

As to what Ignorance ſays, that you may purchaf} , 
or merit peace of conſcience, by giving more lierall 
to the poor, and that may alſo make you friends « 
the mammon of unrighteouſneſs; he makes you thiul,. 
that God and Jeſus Chriſt will that way becom,.. 
your friends, and {ave your ſoul when you fail, & 
come to die. | 

Sir, if you give all your goods to feed the pod 
or give all you have to them, which you are far frog; 
doing, yet you would be miſerable; nothing tha 
you can do can change your ſtate, or procure Godſ;, 
acceptance of your perſon : No, you mult obtay,, 
union with Chriſt, or receive me, or periſh in yo 
ſins for ever. If money could purchaſe peace ay, 
conſcience, or giving liberally to the poor mer. 
heaven, what cich man need to fear being damned 


{ 


to enter into the kingdom of heaven, which th 
Lord Chriſt ſays is not an eaſy thing. Sir, whilga e 
the world is in your heart, in you; love and affectiot 
the love of the Father is not in you, though you ging... 
much to the poor. me 

As the young man who was very rich wanted ob 
thing, fo do you; that is true faith, and an interd.. 
in Chriſt; You muſt be born again, or you canne 


- 
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annqnter into the kingdom of heaven; and that you can 
: Uierer be, until you reteive the Holy Spirit, and let 
An True Godlineſs ; Whoſoever receives me, receives 


ne 
de 
for 


he Spirit, and true and right principles ; ſuch as 
heſe, that all your righteouſneſs is all filthy rags : 
nd that all works before grace are dead works, and 
WitFrofit men nothing. Moreover, | 
all That Chriſt's righteouſneſs, excluſive of all inlie- 
oat righteouſneſs, alone juſtifies a believing ſinner, &c. 
As concerning Pride, whom you entertain and 


rch 


erall g in your boſom as a ſweet and beloved friend, he 
1 Path been the ruin of many ſouls likewiſe: nay, and 
tnu 


zot only men, but angels alſo ; for it is thought he 
canvas the principal one who wrought their eternal 
ul, Scſtrution, and from heaven caſt them down to hell, 
and of angels of light made them devils. But, Sir, 
bodpray remember that word, Pride goes before deſtruc- 
kroſtion, and a hanghty ſpirit before a fall. What be- 
thatame of the great king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, 
Godſior entertaining this fellow ? Was it not Pride that 
obta brought him down with a vengeance, and turned him 
| YO grazing, to eat ſtraw like oxen? Dan. itt. 4. 
ce Moreover, what became of Herod, the great, who 
merras ſo fond of this companion? Did he not bring 
mncdBGod's heavy wrath upon him in ſuch a dreadful man- 


ECO 


Wir, that a bleſſed angel was ſent to ſmite him with 
h tkeath immediately, and he was eaten of worms? 
oy &s xii. 23. Have you not read, that the day 
ctiot 


ometh which ſhall burn as an oven, and all the 
u &'Þproud, and all that do wickedly, ſhall be ſtubble? 

Jal. iv. 1. This heughty villaing” Pride, is one of 
ed hf thoſe ſeven things as Solomon ſhews, which God 
DierBates, Prov, vi. 10. If you will not, Riches, he 
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| perſuaded from hence to turn im out of your houl , 
| Ven take what will follow. * 
8 Vain-hope, I know, is one that hath l:ept up yo A 
f Tpirits, and ſpoke peace to you all along, but he * 
| ficly ſo called, for he will leave you like a deceitf 15 
| faiſe-hearted, and treacherous friend, when you co 10 
| to fall into diſtreſs, You hope to be ſaved, and 2 


did many thouſands that are now in hell; but alas 
| what ground have you to build your hope upon 
1 The hypocrite's hope ſhall periſh, whoſe hope ſhaff© 


be cut off, and whoſe truſt ſhall be as a ſpider's we fl 
| Job xviii. 13. 14. de 
1 Ah, Sir, what will your hepe avail You, thoug le 
6 you have gained the world, when God taketh awa 7 
4 your ſoul ? Job xxvii. 8. ; 
1 - And laſtly, as touching your ſweet darling Cove" 


touſneſs, he is made up with idelatry; and what c "uw 
be more deteſtable to Jenovan 4 So long as ye 
entertain and love him, you adore an idol ; he Im 
1 indeed the ringleader to almoſt all manner of wicds 
4 neſs; nay, there i is ſcarcely a viler and more abom "ng 


( nadie wretch breathing on God's carch, therefor 
4 juſtly called, the root of all evil, 1 Tim. vi. 10. H det 
NOT 


hath taught many to play the thief, others to commi 
treaſen, and others to murder innocents for their 1! 
heritance 3 He is guilty of bribery, uſury, extortio 
and oppreflion ; It was he that made poor Achaffp 
loſe his ſweet life ; he allo contrived the death af * 
Naboth and his ſons ; and more than all, he tempiFY 
Judas to fell, and balely to betray my dear Lor 
and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, for thirty pieces of ſilver tu 
Do not blame me therefore if I bear ſo hard_ again 
him. Moreover, I can ſcarcely ever get one for F 
nino any rich man's houſe through his means g it 
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and his companions, who keep me out ; He hath 
hrough his hard-heartedneſs, almoſt famiſhed to death 
[l the poor, both in city and country; and hath 
ſo of late very near betrayed my whole intereſt that 
have in the world, into the enemies hands; He hath 
Iſo grievouſly corrupted many who profeſs kindneſs 

me, by incumbering. their minds ſo with the affairs 
f this life, that they cannot find the way to the 
urch; when they ſhould be hearing of God's word, 
e forces them to abide in their ſhops ; nor will he 
fler many of them to take a little time to pray in 
heir families, nor in their cloſets; He has alſo ex- 
ſed many of my poor miniſters to many great ſtraits 
nd neceſſities, by which means their heads have been 
d filled with the cares of this life, that they have 


geen out of capacity to preach the goſpel as they 


ught to preach it, nor can they get ſuch helps that 
re-neceſſary, and all along of him; Nay, he hath 
Imoſt undone every nation, kingdom, and common- 
realth. Firſt, by corrupting the law, and ſubvert- 
ng jultice ; cauſing judges to judge for reward, and 
awyers to plead more for fces than equity. And 


Shen Secondly, by ſpoiling commerce; for be hath 
Ponopolized trades and commodities ſo into his own 


ands, aud enhanced the prices of things that many 
hen have been undone by bim. I cannot Sir reckon 
p all his horrible crimes; And is this him you fo 
jearly love? and muft I be lighted and diſregarded 
Jou through the love you bear to him ? Alas! 
e will-bring your ſoul, if you follow him, to de- 
ruction: Pray what became of Achan who har- 
doured him? (mentioned before) Alſo what became 
ff Ananias and Sapphira, whom he forced to tell a 
Who was 
C 3 
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it that cauſed the young man in the goſpel to falſſund: 
ſhort of heaven, and to go ayay from Jeſus Chrigkno 
very ſorrowful: and Demas to turn apoſtate, and 
embrace this preſent evil world ? Was it not Cove 
touſneſs ? Ah, Sir, take heed of this abominable mi 
creant, for though ſome wicked' ones of the ea 
may bleſs you, yet he cauſeth God to hate you. 8e 
what David ſaith, the wicked boaſteth cf his heart 
deſire, and bleſſeth che covetons, whom the Lord at 
horreth, Vſal, x. 3. Conſider of theſe things, al 
be perſuaded to put away all theſe deceitful and lielfo 
bred companions, which you have a long time pduriſiſ ha 
ed in your houſe, or it will be worſe with you, I d wa 
aſſure you. O that you would now at laſt, befor. 
I leave you, hearken to my council, and receive mg im 
into your houſe, and renounce that monſter you hay no 
lately embraced, who calls himſelf by my namey pe 
What do you ſay Riches ? en 
Rich. Do you think I am ſuch a fool to give en m 
tertainment to you, and loſe all my great bonour ang 
credit amongſt the brave heroes of the earth? b 
Godli. Why, Sir, is not that honour that com © 
from God better than all the vain honour poor moi © 
tals can give you; You have, I am ſure, a rare ex '\ 
- ample of one to follow in this great cale ; Remembe 
Moſes, and the renowned Galeacius the famous mail d 
quis of Italy, he was not of your mind. Some ric]! 
and noble men have, for my ſake, denied themſelve 
of all the glory of this world, and accounted thy ' 
Teproaches of Chriſt greater riches than earth] 
honours and pleaſures of fin, which are but for 
ſeaſon. + 70 | 


Rich, If others were ſuch fools to diſgrace ant 


- 


- 
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to falindo themſelves, what is that to me; I however 
| Chrifknow what I have todo. | 
and i Godli. Sir, I perceive your condition is miſerable, 
| Coveſffor you ſeem to be hardened ; and whilſt you had 
le mi gracious means afforded you, to bring you to repen- 
:; eartrance, you are grown worſe and worſe ; however, 
= Sꝗlgt me tell you, if you die before you have embraced 
heartYand received me into your houſe, you will periſh in 
Id abyour ſins, and hell will be your portion for ever; 
3, anſthoſe who reject me, reject God and Jeſus Chriſt al- 
d lielffſo; And to tell you the truth, all this time that 1 
puriſi}have been at your door, the Lord Jeſus hath ſtood 
, I de waiting at your door with me likewiſe. 
befor, Rich. Leave your canting, you are a bold and. 
ve n impudent piece: do you begin to threaten me? am IL 
u hai not my own maſter ? would you lord it over me? I 
name] perceive what you aim at; you would have me 
entertain you, that ſo your poer deſpiſed offspring 
might have a good fleece out of me; I could find in 
my heart to be revenged on you, and ſet all the rab- 
ble of the town upon you : Sirrah, I have conſidered 
Jof the buſineſs, and have had advice what to do from 
two able counſellors, Dr Self-love, and Sir Wordly 
"Wiſdom. | | 
 Gedli. Sir, St Paul did not take advice of thoſe 
two ſhallow, depraved, degraded counſellors, i. e. 
He conſulted not with Fleſh ard blood. | 
Rich. Will you not leave your prating? you 
would undo we. You are called Godlineſs, but 
that is not your name : You are, I underſtand, a 
ſactious fellow, and your name is Stubhornneſs, alias 
Singularity, alias Sedition; one may know what 
an you are by the many names you go by, Know 
therefore friend that I have received the. True God- 
C4 
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linefs aleady, and him will ! keep: He is indeed a 
honourable perſon, one whom great mem love, aud i 
in favour with the princes of the earth! But as fag felt 
you, I ſce no encouragement for any body to reſpe4 x. 
you ; for as molt people in all nations ſpeak again ha- 
you, and hate you, ſo you would, I know, ſoo his 
ipoil all my joys, and hring nothing but ſorrow ant 
tear along with you, ſhould I entertain you: I muff pe 
not ſo much as tell you a lie for my advantage, bu 
you would threaten me with hell and damnatio 
nor go to the tavern, and by chance be drunk, anc 
let now and then an oath fly, but you would ſtir u 
my ſteward Conſcience to fall apen me, and' beat 
unmercifully ; but I praiſe Ged I am rid of him 
Navy, ond it I ſhould not give to the poor according 
to your humour, I ſhould ſoon be cenſured and con 
demued by you as a wicked perſon ; yea, and ever) 
ſweet, pleaſant, and beloved luſt, which I value 


wy life, you ſay ruſt be mortified ; no, my deare: X 
darling muſt not be ſpared, I perccive what a foo 1 
you would make me; begone from my door, or I} ; 
will call one of my ſervants, who ſhall drive you out o 
of the town ; his name is Malice, alias Envy, beg , 
fore whom you will not be able to ſtand ; and upon 
that he firuck at him with all his might, which no C 
ſooner did his chaplain Mr Reader perceive, but hel ( 
came to his a ſſiſtance with cruel rage, being ſtirred up. 
Envy, and fell upon Godlineſs in a moſt baſe and", 
cruel mavner, calling him all the vileſt names hel 
could deviſe, enough to make any ignorant and un-: 
thinking man conclude True Holineſs was as hate -; 
ful a companion as auy in the world, and before all} , 


things to be eſchewed and diſcountenanced; His chap- 
lain alſo would needs challenge to diſpute with him, 
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and confute Godlingſs by ſcripture, producing that 
text, Be not righteous overmuch, neither make thy» 
ſelf over wife : Why ſhouldeſt thou deſtroy thyſelf ? 
Eccleſ. vii. 16. He thought with this one weapon to 
have knocked True Godlineſs down, and have ſpoiled 
his travelling for ever. 

But he ſoon anſwered, and ſaid, that no man could 
be truly righteous over much, nor have too much of 
that pure wiſdom that is from above; but that a 
man might, he told him, under pretence of righteouſ- 
neſs, do more than God required of him, and fo be 
righteous overnuch, as the papilts and others are, and 


thereby deſtroy himſ:If ; fince will-worſhip was of 


ſuch an abominable nature: and that a man alſo 
might be otherwiſe in his own conceit. 

At this anſwer the diſpute ended; and Riches 
perceiving his chaplain was worſted, envied True 
Godlineſs mach more, and raiſed all the rabble of the 
town upon him; amongſt which were theſe following; 
1: ide — Ignorance — Wilful — Hard-heart — Belly- 
God— Giddy-head— Pickthank— Rob-faint, and more 
of {uch like ruſtical and ill-bred fellows; And mereo- 
ver, he {wore if he would not be gone the ſooner, he 
would ſend for the two conſtables, Oppreſſion and 
Cruelty, to lay him faſt enough: at which poor 
Godlineſs was fain to get away, and lide'himſelf; or 
elle for certain he had been knock'd d' th' head, or 
baſely put to death; but he being out of their reach, 
by the providence. of God, eſcaped without any hurt 
to himſelf, but many of his poor friends were ſadly 
abuſed, who ſtood up to ſpeak on his behalf, being 
reproached as the vileſt of men. 

Godlineſs being thus forced to leave Riches door, 

es oe I C5 | 
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* Heart Vice and Ungodlineſs took the full pol 
earty ſſſion of his * houſe* and Godlinuſs wen 
on his way, wandering up and down to look fo 


entertainment, with a ſad heart, being grieved to ſee 


how he had hitherto been ſlighted and traiterouſ 
abuſed, notwithſtanding his birth, noble deſcent, ane 
pedigree. 
Doth Godlineſs thus wander te and fro, 
For want of friends mult he a-begging go? 
*Tis not to ſeek relief, as if that he 
Himſelf was poor, and in neceſlity ; - 
But. tis to make poor mortals happy, who 
By fin are brought to ſorrow, grief and woe; 
But rickes him rejects with hate and ſcorn, 
Though by Chriſt ſent, a prince and noble born. 
Riches are good, when ſanctify'd they are, 
But otherwiſe a curſe, a plague, a ſnare ; 
Rich men do much miſtake, who only meaſure 
True happineſs by having worldly trcaſure, 
An angel hath no gold, nor flocks, nor land, 
And yet is mighty, rich, his wealth doth ſtand _ 
In better things ; although the juſt man's ſtore 
Is ſmall, he hath enough, a ruſh; for more; 
God doth himſelf, inſtead of wealth, impart 
Unto thar child of his: O covetous heart! 
What would'ſt have more? O can there be 
Ought elſe, dear ſoul, than what's poſſeſs'd by thee ? 
Happy's the poor, in whom the Lord doth dwell; 
The rich by craving all get nought but bell: 
Be not in love with gold, a golden purſe 
Without a part in God, is but a curſe, 
Give me not riches, Lord ! nor make me poor, 
Since Riches againſt *tlice does ſhut his door. 


* 


Sl 


1 pol 

wen 
k fo 
to ſee 
ouſly 
3 Ang 


ec? 


The Travels of True Godlineſs. 47 


CHAP. IV. 


Shewing bow Godlineſs in bis travels came to a 
poor cottage, where dwelt one called Poverty, 
with whom be earneſily defired to make bis 
abode ; and bow be was ſhamefully denied 
entertainment there alſo. 


Pty ESS finding how baſcly he had been ſer- 
ved by Riches, and that he could not with all 
the ſtrongeſt arguments and motives imaginable get 
any entertainment with him, travelled farther ; And 
as he wandered up and down in the wilderneſs of this 
world, and at laſt he chanced to come to a ſmall 
village, at the farthermeſt end of which, upon the 
common, he eſpied a little cottage, a poor eld rum- 
cus thing it was, the windows being all broke, only 
they bad crammed into tke holes ſome old rags to 
keep out the cold, and by the vropping it up, it ſeem- 
ed as if it was ready to fall; but however, he remem- 
bering what his bleſſed Lord and Mafter ſaid, © The 
[oor xeceive the goſpel, reſolved to go thither, and 
ſre whether he might not meet with entertamment 
there; for he is 3:0 reſpecter of perſons— he is as 
willing to be gueſt to the poor as to whe rich, and 
to dwell with the peaſant as with the prince; or to 
make bis abode in a ccttage as in a palace; And 
being come vp to he dor, be underftced the poor 
nian's name who dwelt there was Poverty, Now 
Godlineſs knock*d five or {ix times before he could 
have any manner of anſwer, for it ſcems he was aſleep 
in bed with his wife; but at Jaſt, being between 
ſlecpii g and waking, he aſked, though very faintly, 
who's there ? who's at the door ? 
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Godli. I am here: pray ariſe and let me in. GodÞpat 
linefs liſtened, but he could not hear what Povertot | 
ſaid, by reaſon of the noiſe that was within; for hn 
having many children, it happened that by this tim$s f. 
they were awakened, and fell into a fit of crying Fg?! 
ſome wanted victuals, and ſome of them cried foo f 
other things which he had not to give them whichhhe 
made him one while to weep, and another while tbr 
fret ard ſtorm at the poor children; fo that Godliy 
wel; could have no anfwer till hs knock'd againſet 
which he did, and that . hard. or 

Dod. Who is at my door? Inc: 

Godli. A friend; my name is True Godlineſs, ta 

Pov. Godli nels! Pray what bulineſs have youſſ * 
here ? 

Godli. I want a lodging. 

Pov. From whence come you Sir; I doubt you 
have loſt your way : Is this a likely houle to affo 
nterta!' ment to a traveller? 

Godli. I cane lait, from a great man's houſe noſſu 


far off, whoſe naine is Riches, las 
Poyv, Well, had he no lodging for you, that youſſto 
are come to me? ch 


_ Godli, No, he hath utterly refuſed to entertai 
me: and not only fo, but hath balely abused me, e.: 
calling me at his pleaſure : and alſo raited the rugef u 
rabble of the town upon me. > d 

Pov. Re had ſome reaſon for it I warrant you; fc 
and truly J my lelt do not like very well what you h 
talk of, for he is 2 man ready enough to open his aoor I 
ta any who are worth entertaining; 1 mean profita- Ip 
ble gueſts; If you could get no lodging at his houſe Ie 
what greund have you to think you ſhould meet 
with any here? Beſidee, though I cannot deny but c 
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Godfſhat I have heard of your name, yet I know you 
overt 
for | 
is tim 
ying 
d to 
whic 
ile te 
od 


gain 


ot; And moreover, 1 was forbid formerly to enter- 
in one wio goes by your name, and it may be you 
s far as I know ; I know not what times may come 
gan; It is Sir a dangerous thing to open one's door 
o ſtrangers at any time, but more eſpecially now, 
hen there are ſo many grand cheats and ic bers 
broad; Sir, though I have not much to loſe, yet 
ny life is as dear to me as any man's; and ſhould 1 
et you in, how you would deal with me God knows 
or I have heard that many thouſands, through your 
eans, have lctt their ſweet lives as well as their 
ſtates, 

Godli. Iwill poor ſou! do thee no wrong, but 
ontrariwiſe : if you pleats to open the door, and 
kindly entertain me, you ſhall find me the belt friend 
hat ever you met with in all your lite. 

Pev. You ſpeak well: but what is it you will 
do for me? Have ycu any money to give me to 


: nofbuy my family. a little good vicuals ? (for we have 


yo 


tai 
me, 


ude 


du; 
YOu 
oor 
u- 
uſe 
ect 
but 


had little elſe beſides bread and water a great while 
to live upon) and ſome better cloaths; tor my peer 
children go almoſt naked. 

Godli. I cannot at preſent aſſure thee of much 
earthly fulneſs, or worldly good things? I do not 
uſe to prefer en money, or hire them to open their 
doors to me; no, I hate the thoughts of ſetting one 
foot in ſuch a perſon's houſe; if I am not freely and 
heartily received, I will not come in at all: Friend, 
I do not tiade in gold and ſilver; but this I will 
promiſe thee, if thou wilt odly y let me in, whatſo- 
ever gocd things the Lord fees thou doſt need, thou 
ſhalt, upon my honeſt word, nay, and * the word 
of Chriſt bimſelf, deve it: ſeck fuſt the kingdom cf 
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God, and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe. things ſhalrg 
be added unto you, Mat. vi. 33. You complain ol 
want, come open to me: do you not remember thay G 
word, they that fear the Lord ſhall not want anyhite 
good thing, Pal. xxxiv. 10. The Lord will g]ꝗ P 
grace and glory, and no good thing will he wit 
hold from them that walk uprightly, Pſal. IxzxxivJoq 
11. What doſt thou ſay Poverty ? 

Pov. I am in a very low condition: what you 
mean I cannot tell, but this I know, my head andjth 
heart is filled about other things. Alas! what caſfſee 
you think to meet with, or expect from me? Da y oufea 
not fee what abundance of poor hungry and raggeqqut 
boys and girls I have? it is enough for me to gelffit} 
bread for them, I muſt leave ſuch things which vod c 
talk of to my betters : I mean ſuch who have morghiſ 
time to mind them, and are better learned; God helpff ( 
me, I cannot tell what to ſay to you. e 

Godli. Come, let me in; that is to ſay, becomeſſyy 
| a true convert, get a right faith, and lead a good and} 7 
' holy life, and 1 ſhall teach thee to be more diligent 
and induſtrious in thy calling than thou haſt been 
and not fooliſhly and idly to waſte fo many day 


TT 
8 work in the month; Thou wilt gain, thou wilt findhd 
C | every way by True Godlinels. 

Pov. Truly we poor folks in the country thinkſe 
it is Godlineſs enough for us to bear an honeſt mind, ff C 
| and pay truly for what we have, and go to churcliffe 
now and then, to hear ſome good prayers there, and} F 
ſay the creed, the ten commandments, and the Lord'sHhf\ 
prayer now and then at home, when we come from 
work, if we d not chance to fall aſlcep firſt : for 1 
tas been ſo with me, God knows, many a time, the 
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ord help me; for if 1. thought it would be for my 
ofit, I could find my heart to open to you. - 
Godli. Poverty, I will aſſure thee it will be in- 
Pitely for thy advantage; haſt not read 
I Pov. I cannot read, Sir. 
witly Godli. But have you not heard then of that word, 
XXxIxũodlineſs is profitable unte all things, having the 
omiſe of the life that now is, and of that which is 
t yo come, 1 Tim. iv. 8. and that word, Godlineſs 
d anqich contentment is great gain; And now, becauſe 
at Calfſee you are weak, 1 will tell you of ſome of thole 
2 y Olifeat bleſſings you will gain, if you do receive me in 
aggeqquth. Firſt, I, whereſoever I come, bring along 
o gcith me reconciliation with God, pardon of fin, pes ce 
1 YOUF conſcience, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; nay I 
moreiſe men to honour too; I will make thee a fon 
| help God, and heir of heaven, and at laſt ſet a crown 
endleſs glory upon thy head! What doſt thou fay 
comeoverty? 
] and Pov. I had rather have ſome better cloaths, and 
igentpre of good proviſions, and a better . houſe to live 
been; thele things ſuit my preſent neceſſity ; but as 
day uching thoſe things you talk of, I do not well 
; findhderftand what they are; they may be but fancies 
: far as I know: Beſides, what work will you fect 
hinkſe about? I cannot endure hard labour. 
nnd, Godli. But ſtay, Poverty, what kind of feilows 
urclqe thoſe you have got in your houſe ? 
and Pov. What is that to you? Why do you not 
ord's Her my queſtion ? a 
from God!i, Why cher I will tell you, you muſt be- 
or itÞve in Chriſt, and very fervently read the holy bible, 
the every Lord's day with great teverence and ſeri- 
ſnels hear God's bleſſed word, and pray at leaſt 
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twice a-dey; nay, and I ſhall teach you to be mqF*< ' 
painful and laborious in your trade and world len 
bulineſs: But this I know cannot be done, unleſs y Ie 
put away that crew of looſe 4nd naughty fellows Fs * 
- your houſe. * 

Now Poverty had, it ſcems, divers baſe and la . 
companions, who were all grand enemies to 1 
Godlineſs ; alſo fome of them it is ſaid were his o U 
children, or natural offspring; Their names we 
theſe-—viz, Unbelief, Ignorance, Sloth, alias Id 
nels, Waſteful, Light-fingers, Faint heart, Carpinj 
cares, and Woke man, together with ſome othe 
Now, when he began to open to Goalinefs, the 
hindered him. 

Firſt, Sloth and Idleneſs would not ſuffer him PU 
riſe ont of his bed of lecurity to call upon God, n 
take pains to pull up the briars and thorns that gre 
in his heart; by which means his field lay barre 
and undill'], nothing growing therein but what u 
ground brought forth naturally: Nay, thele mas. 
him of fuch a fluggiſh temper, and ſuch a lover 
reſt, that he complained many times becauſe he couſ” 
not go without motion: Nay, he was unwilling 
be at the trouble of feeding himſelf, therefore wou. 
with that men might live as trees and plants do 
And thovgh there was offered him a cabinet of ri 
jewels, vet he would not fo much as ſlreteh out 
arm to take Hold of it; and notwithltanding he h 
many fizry darts ſtruck in his breaſt, yet he wou 
not bs at the pains of pulling them forth; by whi 
means he was in a fad and lamentable condition 
remember a veity iſe man told me, „ That 
hides his han.l in his boſom, and it grieveth him 
bring it gain to his much, Prov. xxvi. 15. 


* 
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be ide means of theſe two lazy fellows, Sloth and 
worldSicncls. | 
leſs y Ignorance told him he had received True Godli- 
lows $6 already, and that he had dwelt in his houſe ever 
ce he was a child, and that Baptiſm brought him 
ad la; and that the chief bulineſs which God required 
o Ii him was to get bread and cloaths for his family. 
his off Unbelief told him, that thoſe things which Godli- 
5 wes talked of were mere fiftions; being unſeen things, 
s Igiſþere was no reality in them: But when he guel- 
arpiny oned che truth of what Unbelief ſpoke upon this 
othenrount, than the wretch told him, however they 
„ theſ< things far out of his reach, and that he had no 
art nor lot in them, neither could they, if it was 
him ſpſfible to obtain them, anſwer his preſent neceſſities. 
d, nf Light-fingers told him he had been for a great 
t gre bile his belt friend, and if it had not been for him 
burg had been ſtarved to death long before now. | 
at of Diltruſt fell into diſcourſe with his thieving brother, 
mat pd politively ſaid, if he turned Light-fingers out of 
\ver Is bouſe, as he knew he muſt if Godlineſs came 
coul, he would certainly go a-begging from door to 
ling oore - 
wouf Waſteful told him, that True Godlineſs, if enter- 
s daained, would not ſuſter him to buy ſuch good pieces 
of nic hf beef, mutton, &c. as he was uſed to do on truſt, 
ut Paleſs be knew he was able to pay for them; and 


ie Hat he would not ſuffer him to go any more to 
wouderry meetings, and carouſe it amongſt good fellows 
which the ale-houſe; nor recreate himſelf at cards, bowls, 
n. Pine-pins, and other ſports, for money on holidays: 
at nd that he muſt be content with ſuch mean cloaths 
im Pnd fare he had got, and never loſe a days work to 
ce | ratify the luſts of the fleſh : and that allo he mult 
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change bis company: which particularly Was griev( 
to Poverty to hear. 

Carping-cares filled his head fo full of diftraQ 
thoughts, that he had not tirae to think of Ge 
Chriſt, nor his own ſoul, from one week's end 
another; but his great ſtudy was, either to thiſlof 
where to borrow money, and ſo to get more in debſ lec 
or elle how to pay what he owed, to get out of debe 
or What he ſhould do for work, trade being growſſ*Þ 
by the badneſs of the times, very dead; By this meaſ ne 
he was filled with ſad thoughts, not knowing how © 
ſhould get more bread when that he had was gol G 
and more cloaths when them he had would hang u 
no longer: beſides, it eould not go out of his mia th 
but that as one time or other he ſhould be arreſt fo 
and thrown into a goal, having many times mq 
fearfuly broke his word. O\ 

Faint-heart and Fear-man preſented to him ter 
danger he would be in upon many conſiderations, A 
True Godlineſs were entertained. a1 

For firft, they told him how contemptible Rd I. 
 Godlineſs was grown at this preſent time, being * 
very little credit or eſteem. amongſt any ſort ag * 
degrees of men in the world, by reaſon of Vice, whif © 
was never more rampent : inſomuch, that True Gq n 
lineſs was like to be driven out of the world, and fc 
ced to fly into ſome hole or corner of the earth 0 
hide himſelf. Mr Riches, who is the Lord of t} 
' manor, hath beat him away from his door, and hat c 
him with a perfect hatred ; now, if you entertain h 
he will ſoon hear of it, and ſo will become yo | 
deadly enemy and pull down your cottage, || | 
warn you out, or be ſure not to let you have af 
thing of the poors money, nor never ſet you to woſ | 
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$5 
ny more : and what will become then of thy poor 


ife and children ? Nay, faid they, we will tell you 
more: Do you not hear what cruel edicts the prince 
of the ancient Gauls conntry hath made þ 
zgainſt True Godlineſs ; and bow man hs Fog 


led down, and utterly domoliſhed ? and how he is 
perſecuted almoſt every where? Come fay they, it is 
that pleaſant and lovely form of Counterfeit Godli- 
neſs, that will in a little time be generall X 

embraced : and tl;oſe who ber Truc . 
Godlineſs muſt expect to be reproached aud reviled, 
Beſides, do you not hear how many 
thoyſands in France, and in other places, who have 
for a leng time entertained him, have turned him 


Jout of doors; They are. weary of him, or afraid to 


own him; and is this a time for you to think of 
embracing him ? Paverty ! ſaid they, pity yourſelf, 
and have more wit; you are poor enough already, 
and this is the way to make you more miſerable: 


I Riches will not entertain him, who hath many 


advantages to relieve and help himſelf in diſtreſſing 
times and fad exigencies over what poverty hath, or 


can promiſe tiimſclf, there is no ground of encourage- 


ment for you to open to him. 

Upon this poor Poverty reſolved not to let True 
Godlineſs have a lodging in his houſe, but rather, 
Inſtead thereof, to put ſtronger bolts and bars on his 
door. Godlineſs having waited all this while to bear 
what theſe curſed enemies of this would ſay, and 
perceiving they had now done, he broke ſilence, and 
began to ſpeak after this manner ; | 


Godli. Well Poverty, I expected but little leſs 


from you, when I perceived you were reſolved te 
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hearken to thoſe graceleſs villains - you 

0 Heart. . 
lodge in your * houſe; for they, I hear 
would do their worſt to keep me out; but I ſhal 
now however, to undeceive you, anſwer them all. 
Firſt, As to . thoſe lazy companions, Sloth ani 
Idleneſs, who will not ſuffer you to labour for thi 
good neither of body or foul, they have in par 


brought you into this poor and miſerable conditioſ 8 
you are in. Oh! how many have they brought tif. 
« beg their bread from door to door ! and ſtirred wy 4 
others to rob, ſteal, and commit horrible murder a 
te uphold them in their looſe, lazy, and ungodly 7 
lives; by which means they have brought, and dail F 


do bring a number of men and women to the gallows 
But the-greateſt miſchief they do is to the ſouls of 
men; for they have caſt thouſands into ſuch a deer 
fleep, that they will never awake till they lift up thei 
eyes in hell; they will not ſuffer men to labour te 
find out their danger till it is too late; and others, 
when they do perceive their woful condition, are 
hindered by them from endeavouring time ly, and 1 
a right manner, to get out; they many times cry 
Lord help us, and Lord hive mercy upon us; but 
never ſtrive to take hold of the offers and tenders 0 
his grace and mercy by cleavipg to Chriſt, and leav 
ing all their abominable wickedneſs, It is the idle 
foul that fuffers hunger, who ſhall beg at harveſt, and 
. have nothing, though there is bread, and enough and 
to ſpare for you in God's houſe, yet they will not 
ſuffer you to ſeek out for it, but cauſe you to cry, 
« Yet a little ſleep, yet a little ſlumber, yet a, little 
folding of the hands to ſleep,” Prov. xxiv. 33. Is 
It not Tad, notwithſtanding your heuſe is on fire, and 
ycu like to be burnt in your bed, yet cannot through 
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loth and Idleneſs riſe up? You are juſt ready to 
op into hell, and yet will not endeavour to deliver 
our own foul: O remember that word, take the 
othſul and unprofitable ſervant, and bind him hand 
d foot, and caſt him into utter darkneſs, - there 
all be weeping and gualſhing of teeth, Mat. xxv. 
ii” And then, 
er Secondly, As to Light-fivgers, he is a thief, and 
- ou follow his dictates, he will bring you ta the 
1 bbet ; Belides, no thief ſhall enter into the king- 
nodh m of God, 1 Cor. vi. 10. 
ws Thirdly, Waſteful his brother, ſor all his huffing, 
8 almoſt as bad as he ; it was this vain fellow that 
1 Fought the poor prodigal to eat huſks with the ſwine, 
* uke xv. It is he not only cauſes you to waſte, 
* d fooliſhly ſpend your money, when you have got 
little, but alſo your precious time, which ſhould 
* improved for the good of your poor perilhing foul. 
overty, can it do you any harm to be taught to 
. * come a better huſband, and not to conſume the 
nd Üſttle you ſometimes get amongſt riotous company, 
beds hich might be a great comfort to your poor wife 
» "Fd children; Alſo I will appeal to my neighbour 
hs orality, whether there is any ground for you ta 
leaVBfule to entertain me, becauſe I teach you to be 
e idle dntent with mean things, hard fare, and do put you 
„ Hon hard labour, and not to run into debt, unless 
1 ande knew which WAY to pay it. 8 
not Ignorance is a murtherer, and hath deſtroyed 
YSiltions of ſouls, though there was a time indeed 
litlehben God ſeemed to wink at him. Acts xvii. 30. 
I.. Did not lay, as it were, his hands immediately 
| and pon him; but now he is left altogether inexculable, 


oughFcauſc Cod hath afforded you a ſufficiency of light, 
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to bring you to the true knowledge of ſalvation, t 
neceſſity of faith and True Godlineſs, if you wo 
eſcape the damnation of hell. Unbelief I found t 
other day with Riches ; and indeed I can come 
no bodics door but I find him within? I gave 
plain character of him then, to which 1 refer you, 
you have a mind to know what a dangerous perk 
he is; But however, take one word or two in anſu 
to what he ſays to you againſt me — He affirms, t 
all my promiſes are fictions, being unſeen things, tl 
have no reality in them, or things that you can nes 
attzin unto ; and if you could, yet they could ni 
anſwer your preſent neceſſities. If you will g 
credit to ſuch a notorious liar, murferer, and bla 
phemer, who certainly in a fly and treacherous m 
ner ſeeks to ſtab you at the heart, who can help | 
Are Chrilts promiſes of grace and peace here, 2 
glory hereafter, becauſe not ſeen with external eye 
fictions? he will tell you alſo ere long, if you 
believe me, there is no God nor devil, heaven ne 
bell, becauſe not ſcen with vilible eyes? He may 
ſuggeſt the one to you as well as che other. Con 
Poverty, thoulauds of my children, by bleſſed ex 
perience, have ound my promiſes no. fictions nor id 
tancies, but things full of reality, marrow, a 
| fatncſs; O cafte and ſee how good the Lord is! Ant 
why may not you obtain thele glorious goed thing 
VIZ. union and communion with God, pardon of fin. 
peace of conſcience, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, # 
well as others? They were commonly given in t 
time of the goſpel to the poor. Come Poverty, the 
things are thine, as ſure as God is in heave"), it tho 
wilt but let me in; tor Lazarus underitood then 
and experienced the ſweetuels of them, and ſhall 4 
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ny t ternity. And then kſtly, have you no need of theſe 
ood things of mine, becauſe they may not ſo directly 
n{wer your outward neceſſity ? Are not the neceſſi- 
es of your ſoul more to be minded, than to get ſtore 
f meat, drink, cloaths, ſilver, and gold ? What arc 
Il theſe things to the love and favour of God, an 
tereſt in Chriſt, and to have a right to the kingdom 
f heaven ? How ſoon, alas! may your life be gone? 
nd what good will thole things do you ? de you 
3, thhet ſee they periſh in the uſing? And as you are 
n nerotruptible, ſo likewiſe they can-never ſatisfy nor fill 
nd e delires of your foul, nor do they ſuit the neceſſities 
ercof, Conſider, can any of theſe things make thy 
zul happy? Can gold or filver enrich it? or the 
reſt worldly dainties feed it ? or wine cheer it ? 
o Poverty, if thou hadſt the things of the world in 
ver ſo great abundance, yet till thou letteſt me in, 
d makeſt me thy chief companion, thy ſoul will be 
uſerable, What is it to have plenty of all good 
ings, and no God, no Chriſt, no pardon, 1 iy peace 
ut contrariwiſe, the curſe of God, horror of \coulci- 
ce, and hell at laſt? Thou vi, Poverty, become 
Pore happy if thou doſt open the door to me, and 
ou and I dwell together, than the proudeſt and 
wghtieſt monarch in the world; thy comforts, 
ward peace and joy, will excel theirs, and thy 
ches be more abundant in quantity, belides the rare 
excellent quality of them: nay, and thy glory 
Fill be far more tranſcendent : and belides, it will 
ade with thee to all eternity. 

As touching Carping-care, he hath almoſt broke 
y heart already, he will not let the ſleep in the 
abt; but by telling thee ot thy wants and neceſſities, 
y diſturbs thy mind, but never helped thee to A 
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farthing in all his life, and why ſhouldſt thou hearkq g 
to him any longer, he is thy utter enemy, as we 
as mine; Hear what the Lord Chriſt faith “ Wh 
by taking thought, can add one cubit unto his ſtature, 
Mat. vi. 27. 

He has even eat up thy very ſpirits, and weak 
ened thy body, marred thy ſenſes, eſpecially t 
ſpiritual ſenſes of thy foul, fo that thou canſt n. 
think one ſerious thought all the day for him; na 
when Sloth and Idleneſs will let thee go to hear God 
word, he follows thee thither too, and ſo confound 
thy mind with wandering cogitations, that all th 
devotion 1s ſpoiled, you can profit nothing : There 
fore L bolvech you do what you can to > thruſt hit 
out. 

Dittraſt, that faithleſs fellow, fets on this bale 
wretch Carping Care to perplex thy mind ; and thiff 
is not all, for he tells thee, if thou turneſt Light 
fingers out of doors, thou wilt certaivly go a-beggin 
Come Poverty, they are a pack of curſed villain. 
ſet on by their great maſter Apolly on, to bring the 
to ſhame, as if there was no way to live but b 
breaking of God's commandment, thou ſhalt no 
lieal ; and is he not a wretch, that ſhall call int@. 
queſtion the care and faithfulneſs of God, who 
promiſes are to feed and cloatlie thee, and to ſupph 
all thy neceſſities in the way of thy duty, ſo tha 
thou {halt want no good thing, as I ſaid befor 
though thou poſſibly may*ſt think that good for th 
which God knows is not, Iſa. xl. 11. Plal. xxx 

10. 
f And now in the laſt place, let we ſpeak a fea 
words, to thoſe cowardly fellows, Faint-heart ant 
Fear-man, Iſa, Ii. 12. theſe are they that won 
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ave you fear marr nere than God; and yet I am 
m ready to believe, Iome of their words take much 
lace upon your heart, as any thing you heard from 
be other. 

But what reaſon there was, or is for it, we will 
ome now to conſider. 
Firſt, They ſay I am grown here of late very 
Fontemprible, and am of very little eſteem or credit 
mongſt any ſort or degree of men, Iſa. lui. 3. and 
hat I ſhall ere long be forced to fly into a corner to 
ide myſelf, &c. 
1 6 To this I anſwer, Firſt, I never had much eſteem 
Then mongſt great men; may, in every age of the world 
i hiery few gave credit to me, and now being come (al- 

olt to che end of my travels) in the laſt and worſt 

« ballee, I could expect no other uſage than what I met 
1 ichal. How ſhould I have any to admire and fall 

love with me, when the text poſitively ſays, All 
gende world wanders after the beaſt,” Rev. xili. 3. 
lain hat is, they are in love with, and admire counter- 
the ht Godliueſs; and the truth is, I marvel not at it 
it bRrauſe all along the falſe- prophets were more readily 
- neÞbraced than the true, and their words generally 

: $*i<Veds © If another comes in his own name“ 
ith Jeſus Chriſt him you will receive,” John v. 43. 


na 
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tight 


Lr e reaſon is eaſily diſcerned, becauſe they, ſmooth 
| Ai je people up in their fins, 1 Kings xxii. 13. 22. 
tones! don't you ſee how Counterleit Godlineſs gives 


erty to men to pleaſe their ſenſual and brutiſh luſts, 

ching an eaſier way to heaven than I ever did or 

n; for I always taught as at this day, the doc- 

tee of felf-denia}, Mark viii. 34. the neceſſity of 

anch in Chriſt, regeneration and mortifica: ion of fin, 
c. John iu. 5. _ 
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Secondly, Whereas they fa I {hall ere long beſſÞo!* 
forced to fly into ſome corner; that is, I know thieſſſ tk 
fear of thicſe paltry fellows ; but if it ſhould chance el 
ſo to come to paſs, wo be to you and all the worldffith 
beſides, if True Godlineſs once finds no place or ccun$2v* 
tenance in any nation of the earth; and indeed y cup 
had the more need, with ali ſpeed, receive me into i. 
your houle, leſt hereafter you find me not, and oF"! 
periſh in your fins, John viii. 22. lan 

Thirdty, What though Riches hath rejeaed me cls 
he never had much kindneſs for me, but was gene- 
rally my enemy; and whereas they ſay he will 
diſpleaſed with you, and warn you out of your houſ 
if you entertain me? What then? Chriſt will re 
ceive you into his houſe, and you had better haveſp99? 
him to be your friend than any potentate of the carth.Þve 
« When my father and mother, Taith David, for- 
ſakes me, the Lord will take me up,“ Plal. xiv 
10. Have you not read of that poor man which the 
Phariſces excommunicated for cleaving to me, an 
How the Lord Jeſus graciouſly received him, Joh 
ix. 35. Come, Poverty, don't fear the worlt that 
men can de, God will help you, and he is above® 
them all, and it will he but a little while before rthaſ{cu 
word ſhall be made good, + Your brethren that hat 
ed you, and caſt you out for my name's ſake, ſaying 
Let the Lord he glorified ;- but he will appear to you 
Joy, and they ſhall be aſliamed,“ Iſa. lvi. 5. And 
what though ſome great potentates of Rome co 
bine together to tread me under their feet, and fer upſſecr* 
idolatry, popery, and ſuperſtition, ſhould this deteſf h. 
you from receiving me? Alas! man, the time is Aline 
hand when all will be undonc, and be forced to ciyfef: 
K Woe, Noe, woe that ever they were born!“ Bu bav 
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1g beſþoſe only, who have pade me the joy and delight 
v thief their hearts, © Sayl to the righteous, it ſhall go 
nancellell with him: Woe to the wicked, it _ſhall go ill 
yvorldith him,“ Iſa. ini. 10. ?Tis fad indecd to fee any 
un ee me in my adverſity, but they were alſo friends, 
| youſſod let them go, they never loved me in truth, John 
 intofffi. 66. but do thou but kindly embrace me, and L 
ad sil kerp thee from falling; nay, thou ſhalt ſiud me 
ſure reiuge and defence to thee in the day of diſ- 
meicls, Pfal. ix. 9. yea, I will ſtore thee with all good 
rene. Pings which the rich have not; I am reſolved to 
Il alt thy foul continually, and never leave thee unto 
ouſe ly dying day, Ila. xxv. 6. Come, thee and I ſhall 
tee ſplendidly together, notwithſtanding thou art: 
haveſþoor, if we can but get my dear friend Content to 
arthMwell with us, 1 Tim. vi. 6. What doſt thou fay 
for Poverty? Shall I come in? But notwithſtanding all 
xviiſthat Godlineſs could ſay, Poverty would not give 
1 theſway to him, but began to give him reviling words, 
andſaying, He was born a gentleman, though he was 
olufallen to decay, and that he would not ſuſfer ſuch 
thaſſfumults at his door; (for it ſeems, while Godlineſs 
bovefvas praying and preſſing for entertainment, one Per- 
thafecution, the offspring of Adam's eldeſt ſon Cain, 
hatYGen. iv. 8. had raiſed abundance of lewd fellows to- 
ingYgether, to drive Gadlineſs away from Poverty's 
y ourÞdoor :) So by the oppoſition within doors and with- 
ArdJout, Godlinels found no lodging there neither? Vea, 
-omJJaud eſcaped not without many bitter threatnings, ex- 
t upJecrations, and blaſphemous words, Now, one reaſon 
leteſleohy Riches aud Poverty did not receive True God- 
s affllineſs was, becauſe Confideration dwelt with neither 
cryof them, who being a grave counſellor, might poſſibly 
Bu bave given them better advice, than to deny enter- 
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tainment to ſo ſweet a friend. 1 Bodlineſs, after thi 
l 


he began to be at a ſtand whidh way to travel next 
but hearing of one Youth, who lived not far off, 
reſolved to fee whether he might not get a dw ellinl, 
with him, becauſe he was one that his commiſſo 
particularly directed him to viſit. 


Sad is the ſtate of woeful man I ſce; 
Riches flights Chriſt, and ſo does Poverty, 
The ſnares are great which Riches does attend, 
And Poverty to virtue proves no friend; 
But this poor wretch, I pity moſt,— for why ? 
He has no portion here, yet does deny 
To entertain true Godlineſs, that ſo 
He might have heaven above, though none below. 
But by curſt foes he is ſo perplex'd, that he 
Can't find the way to true felicity. 
Not many rich, not many very poor, 
Unto True Godlineſs does ope their door ; 
But rather ſuch who in the medium be, 
Betwixt great riches and low poverty ; 
This ſlate, with Agur, Lord, I beg of thee. 


CHAP. V. 


Shewing bow True Godlinejs finding Riches an 
Poverty had rejected him, in bis travels, ca 
20 a great city where dwelt a brave you 

gallant, with whom be bad a mind to be at 
guainted, and to take up bis lodging; ſhes 
ing alſo bow baſely he was dealt vital by bi 


'@ gfx might think by this time *twas in vain fe 
True Godlineſs to travel any farther, not bein 
like to find entertainment any where, ſince Ricl 


do 
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and Poverty both had refuſed to receive him; yet he 
was reſol ved to purſue his journey, not being with- 
out hopes of finding his dear friend at laſt, called 
Conſideration, whom he ſought for, and coming into 
a famous city where one Youth dwelt, could not tel! 
but he might meet with him at his houſe, calling to 
mind what kindneſs young Joſeph, Moſes, Samuel, 
David, Obadiah, Joſias, John, and Timothy of old, 

and many others had thewed him, and therefore came 
? « boldly to his door, and deſired entertainment. Now, 
it appears, this Youngſter was a great gallant, but 
hough he had been brought up to learning, and liv- 
ed in a place where the goſpel was powerfully preach- 
ed, yet was very ignorant as touching the beſt things, 
though very complaiſant. And after Godlinels had, 
in a grave and ſober manner, deſired a lodging with 
him, he aſked him what he was, as alſo his name. 

Godt. Sir, I am a perſon of noble deſcent, being 

early allied to a great and mighty prince, and my 
me is True Godlineſs, being by him ſent to travel 
ther, to commend his fovereign grace and clemency 
1to the inhabitants of this city; and I have allo 
brought along with me (as tokens of his eternal fa- 
vour and good will, to ſuch who will- receive me) 
5 anvery rich preſents, and I {hall beſtow them on you, 
canſit you will be pleaſed to entertain me. 
young Youth, Your moſt humbie ſervant; I muſt con- 
'e Offiſels 1 have read and beard much of you, but why 
JheaJdo you chuſe to take up your lodging in my houſe, 
y Dilthere being many grave and ancient gentlemen near? 
in {I} know not, but you ſeem to be one whole company 
beinlvould better ſuit men of riper years. 
zich Godli. Sir, my maſter gave me orders to com- 

mend his princety grace and favour unto you, (if 


* 
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you will have no lot nor part in this matter: “ He 


-manners well enongh. You will cauſe me alſo 1 
turp out of my houſe my familiar friends and cor 
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your name is Youth) beſides, he hath choſen youſorts 
houſe for my lodging, above others; nay, and | 
hath made more bleſſed promiſes upon your kind a 
Joving reception of me, than he hath to any belidg 
in the world. Have you not read that word,“ 
love them that love me, and they that ſeek me eat 
Mall find me, Prov. viii. 18. and that word, Sec 
Arſt the kingdom of God, and his righteouſnels, ar 
all other things ſhall be added unto you,” Mat. vi. 3 

Youth. As for thoſe other things, I need thebru! 
not, J have enough of the world. 

Godli. Ay, Sir, but.y:u want my Maſter's righte 
ouſneſs, Rev. iii. 17, 18. and alſo a part in h 
kingdom, and thoſe are ſome of thoſe glorious comin t 


modities I have to beſtow upon you, if you wills eneye 


tertain me. but 

Youth. Ay, there it is, I perceive I muſt entertaiggder, 
yon if 1 would have them; but I tell you plain! 
your company does not ſuit with my age, why thou! 
you force yourſelf upon me ? 

Godli. Why would you have a part in the right 
ovſneſs of Chriſt, and in his kingdom, and nor re 
ceive True Godlineſs? No, Sir, chat will never b 
vou muſt believe in him, and be united to him, © 


that believeth not ſhall be damned,” Mat. xvi. 1 not 
Youth. Pray, Sir, do not trouble me, you arc a 
going to preach. 

Godli. *Tis ſad you fould think I trouble yo 
becauſe I defire you to Jet me have a lodging with you 
Youth. Sir, you will ſpoil all my pleaſures ant 
Tepſual delights, if I entertain you; I know yo 


. 
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yoaſorts, that rejoice my heart in theſe youthful days 
nd f mine. Now, thoſe he called his friends were thele 
* viz. Pride, Wanton, Vain- The cbief 
glory, Love - luſt, Ambition, Gay- 

oO vices that at- 
lothes, Loſs-pot, Gameilter, Pleaſe- 4 1 ö. 
riend, Time - ſerver, Scoraful, Hate- FRY OR 
00d, ana Scoffer. 

Gedli. Young man, believe me thoſe pleaſures and 
zBelighis which your heart is fo much ſet upon, are 
brutiſh and hateful to God, and do alſo abaſe your 
noble foul, which is of a ſublime extraction. Nay, 
Warthermore, hear what wiſe Solomon laith, & Rejoice 
0 young man in the days of thy youth, and walk 
in the ways of thy heart, and in the ſight of thine 
ar: May be you will ſay, O this is brave! J, 

but after the flaſh of lightning, comes a clap of thun- 

rtaigder, enough to make you quake : © But know, that 
ain!Yfor all theſe things God will bring thee to judgment.“ 
houlFY oor ſweet meat, young man, is like to have four 
lauce ; you will pay dear at lalt for all your ſenſual 
pleaſure and vanitiess | 

Youth. But for all your haſte, wife Solomon made 
trial of all the delights of the children of men before 
She condemned them, and ſo will I too, as far as I can. 
Godli. It is true Solomon did ſo; and doth he 
Joot, by the ſad experience he had of them, tell you, 
all was vanity and vexation of ſpirit ?” Come Sin, 
you had better believe the poiion in the cup is deadly, 
than to taſte of it. 

Youth. Sir, pray ſpeak no more, I have not ſowed 
Fall my wild oats yet, Jet me alone, 
Gcdli. Wild oats indeed: Come let me perſuade 
Jyou to ſow no-more of them, for it is but ſowing to 
the fleſh; “ and he that ſoweth to the fleſh, fill 
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of the fleſh reap corruption,“ Gal. vi. 8. You h 
better far to ſow to the Spirit. And now [ will t: 
you what a kind of crop you will have at ary 
by ſowing that curſed ſeed, which you call wild oat 
unleſs by repentance you pluck them all up again. 
Youth. Why Sir, what a crop ſhall I reap? 
Gedli., You are like, in the firſt place, to reap h 
in this world, a crop of loathſome diſeaſes; . 
drunkenneſs, rioting, and whoring doth commcalſ, 
produce that. Secondly, You will reap a crop 
infamy and reproach ; for fin is the thame of af 
peopl-: or particular ſoul, Prov, xiv. 34. and it wi 
be much if you reap not a crop of want and beggarſhjy 
too in the end. Thirdly, You will reap a crop 
horrible and uuſupportable guilt, Prov. Xvi:i. 24. U 
which means your conſcience will torment and laß 
you after ſuch a forty that yon will not be able tS 
endure it, unleſs you go on in this ungodly courſe teil 
long, until he is ſeared with a hot iron, and then yet wa; 
will reap a crop of a hard, obdurate, and impeniceizs: 
heart. Fourthly, You will reap a full crop of al ope 
manner of foul and detcſtable filth and pollutionſiio 
yea, ſuch corruption, that will cauſe God to loath 
your foul, Fitthly, You will reap alſo a crop hea 
all the fearful plagues and curſes that are in the book ger 
of God, pronounced againſt wicked and ungodlyans 
linners, Deut. xxix. 19. 20. 21. | yo! 
Sixthly and Laſtly, At the great and terrible da 
of judgment, you will reap a full crop of God" 
eternal wrath and vengeance; a crop of briniſhi fe 
though fruitleſs tearz, groans, and endleis tot ments in no 
hell fire, Mer. xxv. 41. Now, if you like to gather, 
in at harveſt ſuch crops of theſe, go on and ſow vourf}, 
wild oats plentifully. | 
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Youth. Sir, I intend to ſow other ſeed hereafter » 
'F defire only liberty for the fleſh in theſe my youth” 
Sl days; if you ſhould chance to call at my door 
Shen J am old, I way then (poſſibly fee cauſe to 
ptertain you; nay, Sir, I do promiſe you I will 
hen open mv doors to you. 

Godli. Alas Sir, preſent promiſes to open here- 
b hefflf:cr to God and Tive Godlinels, ſeldom ever ends 
n real performante; He who promiſed to go and 
ork in his maſter's vineyard, went not, Mat. xxi. 
b ge. Such who put me off with promiſles to become 
zodly heteafter, it is evident, do purpoſe to be wick- 
d for the preſent : beſides, do you know you ſhall 
ive to be old? Or if you ſhould, that God will fend 
e then to knock at your door? Nay, and let me 
ell you, if I ſhould then vifit you, 1 fear it will be 
to no purpoſe, becauſe, Sir, you ripen apace already 
In wickedne's, and fin is of an hardening nature, 


 YOmay as ſoon change his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots, 
E you may learn to do well. Jer. Xilt. 23. and 
open to me when you have a Jong time accuſtomed 
to do eil: Therefore open to me now. 

Youth, Sir, you will raiſe my ſpirits anon, if you 
leave not off your canting the ſooner ; you are a 
gentleman I am fure ſew or none cares for, Have 
any of the rulers and nobles of the nations embraced 
you, I mean ſtrict Godliveſs? John vii. 48. Why 
do not you ſee if they; will entertain you? 

Godli. Nay, pray be not offended with me, I 
ſeek your profit, I will do you no wrong; you ſhall 
not loſe any thing by me, if you will but Jet me 
have a lodging with you, though poſſibly you may 
loſe ſomething for my ſzke, but if you do, I will 


vil habits are not eaſily changed; the blackamore 
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repay you again an hundred fold in this world Yo 
Mat. xix. 29. and in the world to come you thaferid 
have life everlaſting. And what though not imaiſſpon 
mighty aud not many noble ones do love me, or wiftom 
entertain me, 1 Cor. i. 26. ?*Tis not becauſe 10 6. 
not delerve eſteem from them, but becauſe they A Forle 
incenſed againſt me by the devil, and are fo in loyhhd 1 
with vice, my mortal enemy. Sir, I am abuleWFoht 
and rendered very odious by wicked men, as if 1 weſihat 
a faQtious, reſtleſs, and ſcditious fellow, AAs xxif T. 
25. and this is one reaſon why I am ſo (lighted an am 
contemned. G 
Youth. I (and to ſpeak the truth) cannot belie fim 
but you are the cauſe of all the preſent diſcon 
animolities and confuſions that are amongſt us, fc 
lince you came into this country, what diſputes, co 
tentionus an diſtractions have here been? Wh 
popery and formality was generally received in thi 
land, it was not thus. 
Godli. | and my children ever, I muſt confelnſs 
were thus cenſured and fallely accuſed, though neveſ| C 
10 ſhigmatized as now of late, Iſa, viii, 18, Jerulaſfceis 
lem of old was called a rebglions and bad city, 
cauſe | dwelt in it; and my enemies laid of old tim 
ledition had been there, and that it was a greayot 
enemy to kings and governments, Ezra iv. 12. 15you 
Burt it is no marvel lam thus, abuſed, conlider:nMdor 
my Lord and Miſter himſelt was loaded with likeper 
caſumnies, John x. 20. being accuſed with fedrcionjat | 
and called an enemy to Ceſar likewiſe, But let. not 
this oe you from receiving me into youſanc 
houfe, for all theſe things are utterly contrary to miau 
nature, and abhotred by me and all my good friend lin 
and therefore pray let me come in. aue 
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Youth. It will'not be for my honour, I ſhall be 
rided and icoffed at, thould I do it, and be looked 
Won as a fooliſh perſon ; Therefore, pray be gone 
Jom my door. 

Godli. What if you loſe the honour of this 
y A Forld, I will raiſe you to far greater; For honour 
1 loghd riches are with Chriſt; yea, durable riches and 
Jule ghtcoulneſs, Prov. viii. 18. John xii. 26. The 
weſßhat receive me, and ſcrve Chriſt, God will honour. 
xxiſ Youth. Pray let me alone till another time, until - 
1 aff am a little older. 

Godli. Sir, my Maſter commands you to remember 
im now in the days of your youths, Eccleſ. xii. 2. 
nd to remember him is to embrace me; And let me 
ell you, to reject me is rebellion againſt him, who 
s the King of kings, and Lord of lords, John xii, 
8. ſhall-not what he requires you to do be done? 
Youth, I have other bufineſs at preſent of greater 
oncern, than to attend on ſuch a gueſt, take an 
ileſſenſwer therefore and be gone. 

Godli. Nay, do not miſtake yourſelf, ſor to re- 
eive me, and to lead a godly life, is buſineſs of the 
Fercateſt concernment in the world: Were you not 
mede and ſent hither on purpoſe, to ſerve and honour 
our Creator? and not to live like a brute, to ſatisfy 
your luſt, and ſerve the devil, as heretofore you have 
done, Ifa. xliii. 21. Acts xvit. 27. and if you do 
Iperſiſt in theſe courſes, be "ws you will periſh in hell 


Yat laſt. for evermore. 
Upon this the young <a was in a great rage, 
you and ſwore, Damn him he would be revenged on him, 
Wand on all his friends, and never endure True God- 
ndslinefs more; Nay, and preſently 'all his companions 
aud attendants, who were in his houſe (mentions ed 


All vice abounds, and bloſſoms from the womb ; 
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before) ſtirred him up to fall upoh Godlineſs imme 
diately, and force him away. Pride ſwelled like 
. - toad, Vain-glory vaunted himſelf, and both bid hu 
diſdain the very motion True Godlineſs had mad 
Time-ferver and Pleaſe-ſriends bid him mind wha 
was the a-la-mode of the times, and do as othe 
young gallants did. Scornful looked with coi 
tempt upon True Godlineſs? Toſs-pot had tt 
young man away to the tavern ; and Gameſter, afte 
he came there, ſet him ro play at cards, dice, & 
Love-luſt enticed him to a whore-houſe. Scoffer an 
Scorhful loll'd out their tongues at Godlineſs, jeerin 
and deriding him ſhamefully; Nay, and not on 
ſo, but alſo made baſe ſongs of him, crying, “ He 
boys, up go we! And Hate-good commanded then 
all to fall upon him, and rid him out of the world F 
and had it not been for fear of ſome neighbours, whaſ 
though they were bat moral people, he had doubtlelyf 0 
been utterly trod under their feet: But, bleſſed be 
God, he eſcaped this time alſo, and got away, leav " 
ing the poor debauched youtii to himſelf, to gratifyy 
his own ſenſual and Juxurious appetite. 
O how perverſc is fleſh and blood, in whom 


% 


What God commands, youth is averſe unto ; 
But what hell bids, O that! *cis that he'll do. 


The rich, the poor, with youth I do eſpy, hat 
Acting their parts in life's ſhort tragedy ; 2 
But are they men or beaſts? ſee, view them well ; 0 
Souls they have, but what in them docs dwell ? * 
You may perceive, if you do caſt your eyes, Fro 
On what they choſe and love, and what deſpiſe. = 
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CHAP. VI, 
bewing bow Godlineſs came to knock at, the 


door of one Old Age: as alſe the cauſe and 
reaſons why be refuſed to entertain bim. 


ODLINESS being rejected both by Riches, 

Poverty, and Youth, reſolved to fee whether 
he might not be entertained by a certain decrepid 
and feeble perſon called Old age, concluding within 
himſelf, that it was very probable his de riend 
Conſideration, whom he had a lorg time ſou or, 
Fimight lodge in his houſe; for, ſaid he, furely wiſdom, 
Heſfhough he dwell not with riches, poverty, nor youth, 


N 


then et doubtleſs he doth with the aged, Job xxxii. 7. | 


nd therefore made up directly to his door, where he 
whapnocked and called a conſiderable time, without any 
"let anſwer : Bot at laſt Old Age enquired who was at 
„e door: | 
p Old Age. Who are you? 
Godli. Your real friend, True Godlineſs, who 
vould fain have a lodging with you now at laſt? 
Old- Age. Godlineſs, I have heard I think of you, 
ut. 1 do not know you. Beſides, Lam rot able to 
iſe up from my chair to let you in, I have ſuch a 
reak and crazy carcaſe, and ſo full of pain and aches, 
hat I have enough to do to ſuſtain my own infirmi- 
ies : Pray come another time, don't trouble me. 
11; | Godli. Alas, Father, you may not live another 
ay, death may ſeize you before to-morrow morning, 
Prove XXvii. 1. Why ſhould you put me off? 1 
ras formerly at your door, when you was young, 
nd then you told me you could not open to me, 
cauſe you had not ſowed all your wild oaty and 
7 a 
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vou were too young, and 1 was not a fit companioaſſhyi 
for youth. Moreover, you then ſaid, when you werghai 
old you would let me in: and will you put me of. 
now too? pray rife and open to me. All 
But all the ways and means Godlineſs could uſe 
ligniſied nothing, he was ſettled on his lees, and had 
ſuch abundance of ſtubborn and rebellious ſervan 
and children, that they would not ſuffer him to ſhew 
Godlineis the leaſt favour, Jer. XXviii. 11. Zeph. i. ns 
12. The names of ſome of them were, beſides Weary 
limbs, Dim-cyes, and Pecviſh Hard-heart, Impeni- 
tency, Self-conceit, Enmity, Upbelief, and Ignor. 

ance, with many more of the like ſort: the firſt I 
named were his own natural offspring, and ſomewhat 
younger than the reſt: Hard heart ke had nouriſhed 
and fed continually from his youth, for Godlineſs 
found. him at his houſe when he gave him a viſit inf 
the prime of his days. Buy now he has grown aſi 
very ſtout, ſtubborn, and obdurate piece; this fellow 
made Old Age not to regard at all, nor fear the 
threats of God. And he was ſo void of pity, that 
he ſtirred Old Age up to ſtifle poor Conſcience, who 
kept his accounts, and at every turn to tread him 
under foot, if he had at any time fo much light and 
power as to tell him ok his debts, viz. What abure 
Cance of abominable fins he had committed againſt 
Gcd : nay, not only fo, but not to regard nor pity 
the lad eſtäte of his own foul: nor did he concern 
Limfelf with the low condition of God's church, and 
the proteftapt religion in this diſmal hour, but would 
' curſe and (wear, and tell many tories and filthy lies, 
and now and then be drunk, notwithſtanding he was 
» '. even ready to drop into hell, and but ſeldom Ny, 
| Ged fave me! and all this comes to pals through the 
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niouſtvil nature of his curſed Hard-heart, and his com- 
weranious Enmity and Unbelief. 
e oli Theſe three had alſo bred up another eraceleſs 
nllain as bad as themſelves, one Impenitency, fo that 
| that could be faid to him by Godlineſs and his 
ant Theology, concerning the deteſtable nature 
f fin, and his miſerable condition, yet he could not 
hew ought to repent, nor let one tear fall for his 
. ius, fo that that word of the bleſſed apoſtle was made 
ary od | in him, „But after thy hard and impenitent 
eni· Peart, treaſureth up unto thyſelf wrath againſt the 
ſy of wrath, and revelation of the.righteous judg» 
jents of God: who will render to every man accord- 
to his deeds, Rom. ii. 5. 6. | 
 Tgoorave: was in Young-man's houſe, and in 
nels Woverty's houſe, but not ſuch a ſottiſſi Ignorance as 
t nfkemed:o be with this father Old Age; for he told 
n am God did not mind nor trouble himlelf to take 
low Notice of what men did here below, but was taken up 
the bout high matters in heaven; neither indeed could 
that ſhe believe he law through che thick clouds; Is not 
who Pod, faith he, in the height of heaven, and behold 
him Ye height of the ſtars, how bigh they are! And how 
and Noth God know? Can he Judge through the dark 
ure Rlouds ? thick clouds are a covering to him, that he 
unſt th not; and he walketh in the circuit of heaven, 
ty Fob «xii, 12.13. 14s 
ern Moreover, he and Unbelief told him, though he 
28 a notorious ſwearer, liar, and a very drunken 
Nt, that he had as good a heart as the beſt, and that 
bear and read tome good prayers, and to mean 
ell, was godlineſs enough for bim. Beſides, they 
ould not ſuffer him to believe that God would ever 
any bf his creatures whom he had made into a 
E 2 
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lake of fire and brimſtone, for ſucn a ſmall frivologſome 
thing as {in was: nay, he was perſuaded by them u 
believe there was no hell at all. Abd as touchingpitc 
heaven, they told him there might be ſome ſuch thingſÞ!m) 
and that though he might not have ſo good a plaqfenę 
there as ſome mey, yet he ſhould get in amongſt red 
croud, and find ſome corner or other, for heaven Pee 
a very large place. ng. 
Self- conceit cauſed him to think ſo highly of hien 
ſelf, that notwithſtanding all that Godlinefs coul"s | 
ſay to confute Ignorance and Unbelief, he did nd")! 
mind it at all, for he ſaid they were all fools wor 
_ troubled themſelves about fin and another world, a 
that he who had lived ſo many years widerſtog 
better, and he knew what he had to do, and bl C 
Godlineſs, in concluſion, hold his pratting, For, ſaitfÞhus 
he, every tub mult ſtand upon his own bottom, arnatt 
ſure I am God will not caſt away an old man: it! 
was born a Chriſtian, and made a child of God, ente 
member of Chriſt, an heir of the kingdom of heavegſÞov 
by my baptiſm (our miniſter told me ſo) and woulſÞit ir 
you perſuade me to think my condition is bad a"! 
laſt : no Sir, I underſtand what religion is very wellſſto | 
Do not miſtake your ſelf, for I do not ſee I am muqfar) 
preſſed by my ordinary to tric Godlineſs. But in 
come how and then to hear prayers, and receive thy! 
ſacrament, and this I reſolve to do; and though mydev 
condition is rendered ſo bad by you, I am ſure thengſ"o" 
are many in our pariſh, yet good church-men, as badÞe | 
nay far worſe than 1. F yo! 

Godlineſs by this time perceived Old Age was fad 

- . hardened in his ſins, and trained up by ignorance f elc 

long a time, that it was next to an impoſſibility ex lay 

to think the evil habits he had got by being accu ere 
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volollomed ſo long to thoſe ways of vice and ungodlineſs, 
em (ould ever be changed, conſidering he was become ſo 
ichinfÞuoteachable and ſelt· conceited, was relolved to leave 
hing him, not thinking it was worth his time to wait 
plagſonger at his door, nor give any reply/t& thoſe baſe- 
zit ubred children and ſcrvants he kept in his houſe : for 
n wee viſi made him fo foppiſh, that there was no ſpeak- 
ng to him : remembering that word of the prophet, 
in the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the Jcopard 
is ſpots? Then may you, who are accuſtomed to do 
il, learn to do well, Jer. Xitt. 23, Yet he could 
jot but take pity on him, conſidering his age, 
erefore gave him this following general reply, and 
leparted. 
J Godl:. Father Old Age, it grieves me to find you 
bus blind and hardened in your evil ways; and the } 
ather, becauſe 1 ſec your enemy death alſo ſtanding 
vith his ſword drawn here at your door, ready to 
nter in, and hell is at his heels. Alas} death who 
pow ſhakes his ſword over your head, will ſoon ſheath 
it into your heart. What will you do who contemn - 
Irrue Godlineſs through ignorance, when you come 
to ſtand before God in judgment, there is but a little 
iry breathings between you and eternal burnings ; 
It is better to have. your eyes open on earth to-bewail 
your ſins, than to have your eyes open in hell to 
I mſdewail your ſuffering, tho? you will not let me in 
thei now, who would make you happy, yet you will not 
; badfſbe able ere long to keep death out, who will make 
you” eternally miſerable, Pſal. Ixxxix. 84. It is 
as Fad you will not ſee your danger, till you cannot 
te eſcape your danger. As I now ſtand at your door, 
er ſay ing, Open to me,“ but am not let in: ſo you 
cculf ere long will ſay, © Lone Low, open to me,” but 
| 3 
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you ſhall be kept out ; for none but thoſe who recei 
me into their hearts on earth, hall be received bl 


Chriſt hereafter into heaven. \ Thoſe who contenj 
Godlineſs here, all be condemned for their ungod 


lineſs hereafter, Your poor deluded foul, who think : 
its late ſo good without grace and regeneration, vi 
find it bad ere Jong under wrath and condembation s 


For except a man be born again, he cannot enter in 
the kingdom of God, John ii. 3. 

This is the day of God's long ſuffering, but quick 
will come the day of your, long ſuffering ; for he 
whole mercy you have abuſed while you live, w 
let out his vengeance againſt you to eternity. whe! 
you,die, 2 Theſſ. i. 8. 9. Much to the ſame pu 
poſe he ſpoke to him, and with abundance of * 
left him to periſh in his ſins. 

How ſad's the caſe of frail and mortal man, 
Whoſe time is ſhort, its length is but a ſpan ? the 


In youth he's proud, ambition then ſo reigns, He 
That he true grace and godlineſs diſdains. Te 
Virtue is then contemn'd, 'tis vice which he He 


Doth make his choice, but yet does hope to be, kn 
When Old Age comes, another man ; for know, ly- 
He would have heaven, but not let the earth go: [*® 
Bur when he's old, fin in him's grown ſo ſtrong, abc 
He's more averſe to grace than are the young. car 
Take heed you do not upon Old Age depend, 
Leſt he deals by you like a trait'rous friend, 
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recei 


tte Nberving bow True Godlineſs, in bis freſh and 
1Ngod late travels, came into a certain iſland, where 


be met with a great number of curſed enemies. 


think 

', Re . Shewing the preſent ſtate of the church among 
tio. , and abroad in neighbouring nations in the 
r in}. ear 1688. | 


nick heard, up and down in the world for many 
or Hearse, and ſuffered divers hardſhips, and grand affronts 


„ wilfſand abuſes, at laſt came, by the gracious providence, 


Whellof God, into a ſmall iſle. Neither did he travel 
+ purf{lone, but like a high-born prince. (Though in a 
"rrogllate of exile for many years paſt) he had ſome ſer- 
vants to attend and wait upon him, who loved him 
and his great Maſter as their own ſouls, and above 
their natural lives; Their names were True-taith, 
Heavealy-new-man, innocency, Humility, Sincerity, 
Temperance, Sobriety, Faithful, New-obedience, 
Hope-well, True-love, Bleſſed- experience, Excellent- 
knowledge, Chriſtian-courage, Vehement-delire, God- 
ly-zeal, &c. Now, after he had been there, and 
+ vas in great eſteem and honour for divers, years; yet 
about 40 years ago, lo on a ſudden a black cloud 
came over him, and a new war was raiſed upon him, 
and upon all his real friends, ſervants, and favourites, 
which God permitted, to fulfil an ancient prophecy, 
for the ſlaughter of the two witneſſes, Rev. xi. and 
ſo, if poſſible, utterly ſuppreſs, root out, and deſtroy 
True Godlineſs. And in order to the accompliſhing 
of this, there were let into the ſaid iſle a multitude 


_ 


of outl andiſh men, called Babylonians, being natives 


ef a great city called by that name; ſo that the 
. n 


RUE Godlineſs having travelled, as you have 
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fa'd iſland, by this means, was called Sodom and 
Egypt, © where alſo our Lord was ſpiritualiy 
crucified,” | 

Now theſe enemies had divers ſtrange and ridicu- 
lous orders of men amongſt them, and ali crucl enemies 
to True Godlineſs, but one order proved more ſuitablc 
and implacable than all the reſt, called by ſome Loy 
alties, being as, 'tis ſaid, the ſpurious offspring of o 
Ignatious Loyola, who were men of ſuch baſe ſpirits, 
that they were content to become mere pimps and 


panders to the great whore, endeavouring all ways 


to allure kings, princes, and mighty men to commit 
fornication with her ; and if they. could not effe 
that, then they perſuade ſubjects to caſt off their 
allegiance to their temporal ſovereigns, and to o 
the uſurped power and juriſdiction of their 

156 Pope. greet PL Gps Liner of Babylon. 
Now, theſe men remembering what a great znemy 
True Godlineſs had been to them in the ſame iſle in 
former times, and how he had forced. them to pack 
up their trumpery and be gone; nay, and not only 
ſo, but. alſo they fcund that he had got a great 
number of the inhabitants of the ſaid iſle to ſide with 
him, againſt their beloved miſtreſs and great goddeſs 
Diana, which they feared. might ſtand in the way of 
her mcunting the ſaddle once again; they ſought 
out many ways to root out and utterly deſtroy True 
Godlineſs, and this they did by contriving divers 
plots and ſham plots : the ſirſt was in the year 1661, 
when they craftily enſnaring a company of milled 
men, called fifth Monarchy men, who thought in 
their own time, and by their own ſtrength, by out- 
ward force, to have erected True Godlineſs a moſt 
glorious viſible kingdom, and by tl:is means the com- 
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mon enemy took an occaſion to call all the friends 
and favourites of True Godlinels traitors, and utter 
enemies to kings and civil magiſtracy, which he and 
they ever abhorred; But upon this a great perſecution 
was raiſed, and many of the chiefeſt friends to True 
Godlineſs were impriſoned, and ſome executed, and 
divers died in filthy priſons ; but after this they 
raiſed a worſe perſegution, and another after that, and 
at laſt they maliciouſly and traiterouſly reſolved, by 
a deviliſh conſpiracy, to deſtroy True Godlineſs and 


all that favoured him, and to ſet-up falſe and Coun- 


terfeit Godlineſs in his ſtead ; and indeed they ſo far 
proceeded, that the friends of True Gadlinefs, vize 
The two witneſſes of Jeſus were brought under a civil 
death, being diveſted of all power, help, or hope, and 
hke dead men were caſt out by the walls, yet God 
Idefeated their conſpiracy ſo far as to dilcover the 
confpirators, or elſe doubtleſs True Godlineſs, and all 
his favourites, had received the moſt fatal blow as 
ever was known, but God would not have the dead 
bodies of his witneſſes to be put into graves, yet 
divers holy perſons were cut off by their bloady and 
traiterous hands in the weſt, and alſo in the thief city 
of the iſle: but God firſt ſaw their crafty deſign, and 
turned their wiſdom into fooliſhneſs, in that he made 
the men of names entmies to their treacherous prince, 
and them alſo who laboured to violate the laws and 
conſtitution of the iſle. 

But lo, upon this moſt joyful news arrived, the 
Lyon of. the north, whom God raiſed up with a 
mighty ſpirit, and with like ſucceſs, to attempt the 
deliverance of the whole iſle, mad True Godlineſs alſo; 
which tidings frighted the - Babylonians and their 
prince allo, that on a — they all fled, and by 


7 
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this means, and by virtue of a law made in favoy 
of True Godlineſs, the witneſles of Chrilt were x 
upon their feet, and ſtood on firmer ground tha 
perhaps they bad for a thouſand years before, whid 
cauſed no ſmall joy to all that feared Gdd, and wen 
lovers of True Godlineſs in the land. 

And now, one would think, the ſorrows, trouble 
and ſufferings of True Godlineſs were near end 
and joy filled the hearts of all that loved him ; But 
atas, alas, it appeared otherwiſe, for this glorio 
deliverance and revolution hath not had thoſe deſired 
effects as might have been hoped ; for although out- 
ward peace and proſperity ſeemed to favour the iſle, 
and 1'rue Godlineſs alſo, yet they were, and {till 
continue many cauſes of great torrow and grief to 
True Godlineſs and all godly perſons, ſo that at this 
very time, behold and fee True Godlineſs hath put 
on mourning garments, and is in a withering and 
declining condition, and cries out, „O it was better 
with me and my children in times paſt, when in 
Egy t, under ſervitude and bondage.“ The cauſes 
of this lamentation you will have an account of 
by and by. a 

1. It ariſes from that groſs Ignorance, bliadneſs 
and ſuperſtition, that {till covers great part of the 
Iſle. 2. By reaſon of the ſubſtituting holy writ to 
lerve a ſecular deſign. 3. From the conſideration 
of the prevalency of almoſt all manner of hereſies and 
deteſtable errors. 4. Particularly by reaſon of that 
great corruption in, and about one main pillar that 
upholds Frue Godlinefs, viz, That of juſtification, 
and errors in this ſenſg hath crept in amongſt ſome 
who pretend great love to him; But flay, did I call 
this a main pillar of Truc. Godlineſs? 1 muſt ſay it 


\ 
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is an eſſential part of which he doth copſiſt, ſo that 
this one, and ſome other errors, {ecm to. ſtrike at the 
very life and being of True Gedlineſs :. fo that the 
free grace of God, that firſt ſhone forth in the begin- 
ning of the reformation, ſeems to be coutemned, and 
a ſad cloud h:th ſpread over his poor ifle, and popery 
creeps in under a new diſguiſe ; the internal acts and 
inherent righteouſneſs ot man is joined to, or mixt 
with the perfect righteouſneſs of Chriſt, to ſtify a 
ſinner before God; the goſpel and free wile is 
turned into a mere law, and that we are no farther 
juſtified than we are inherently ſanctiſied. No, this 
is to ſtab True Godlineſs as it were at the very heart, 
or it is to cut eff a limb of bim. 6 

And as theſe lay him a bleeding on the one hand, 
this] ſo others expoſe him ta reproach and ſhame on the 
put other hand. Some affirm that the perſons of the 
and} elect were aQually juſlified from eternity, even before 
tter they did perſonally exiſt: and as much beloved with 
mi] a love of complacency, before they obtain a vital 
uſes union with Chriſt : yea, whilſt ſwearers, drunkards. 
-of;v hcre-mongers, thieves, &. as when they are renow- 

ed, regenerated, ard ſarctified perſons ; ard that the 
xeſs | Holy Spirit, that unites the ſoul to Cliiſt, makes 
the | only a real, and not a relative charge; ſo that 
to juſtification by faith is only declirative-to a man's 
ion | 0wn conſcience. 
nd Now it is evident that this 1s directly contrary to 
nat True Godlineſs, ard the rule thercef, i. e. the word 
at | of God, that ſays all men fell in the firſt Adam by 
on, | his diſobedience, and are all alike naturallxunder fin, 
me | death, wiath, and the curſe of the- lad or firſt covenant, - 
all Rom. v. 12. all being called ungodly, ſinners, enemies, 
it jcervants of fin, dead in ſin and treſpaſſes, childrex of 
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wrath, without God, ſtrangers from the life of God, 
without Chriſt under condemnation, the wrath of God 
abiding on them (and on all them) that believe not? 
John iii. 36. 

Can theſe things be ſaid of juſtified and pardoned 
perſons ? and is not Chrilt to be offered to ſinners, to 
ungodly perſons, condemned perſons, as ſuch? Or 
are juſtified and pardoned men and women without 
God, without Chriſt, condemned or ungodly, and 
unbelieving perſons? and becauſe the elect were repre. 


ſentatively virtually juſtified in the actual juſtification} 


of Chrilt, when he was raiſed from the dead, were 
they therefore then all perſonally and really juſtified, 
even before they perſonally did exiſt ? Such notions 
as theſe are raiſed and cried up, which caſt great con- 
tempt upon True Godlineſs. 

Others alſo deny the deity of Chriſt and his ſatis- 
faction, ſeeking hereby utterly to eclipſe his glory; 
and others deny his humanity. Some who pretend 
to love True Godlineſs, affirm he is not God of the 
eſſence of the Father, nor man of the ſubſtance of rhe 
bleſſed Virgin, being worie bereticks than the Adrians; 
others affirm, that the true Chriſt is nothing elſe but 

that inward quality or light that is in the hearts of 

all men, and theſe hereticks (as one that is come off 
from them ſays) have deluded one hundred thouſand 
of- ſouls in this iſle, who hardly hold one found 
principle of True Chriſtianity. 

Some alſo deny ail revealed or fupematural know- 
ledge of God and Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo would Paganize 


the whole land, and magnity the natural religion of 


- heathen philoſophers above "i'rne Godlinels, and the 


ſaving knowledge of a crucihed Jetus. 
on Moreover, beſides all theſe abominations that 


| ſeem to hate and reproach one another; 
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reſpe& the principles of religion, True Godlineſs in 
the fourth place is brought to a low ſtate, by means 
of open wickedneſs, groſs prophaneneſs and immorality, 
which never hardly more abounded, though ſo many 
good men have preached againſt thoſe evils; and 
others have undertaken to endeavour a re formation, 
but to very little purpoſe ; the reaſon thereof being 
through the negleQ of ſuch who are put into places 
of trult, to ſee vice and ungodlineſs ſuppreſſed; though 
the renowned and moſt ſerene prince of the iſle hath 
commanded, by ſevere and ftrict proclamation, the 
laws to be put in execution againſt all prophane per- 
ſons ; But alas, theſe evils will never be prevented 
until two things are done, (1) Not till fuch men 
are in commiſſion of the peace, or made officers to do 
juſtice, that truly fear God, and are lovers of True | 
Godlineſs. (2) Not until the ſanguine laws are 
repealed, that have long continued againſt ſeveral 
actors of wickedneſs, who are not guilty of treaſon 
nor murder, and other laws are wade in their room, 
for ſevere corporal puniſhment, ard work-hovies 
erected to keep them to hard labour, for ſo many 
years as the nature of their crimes may be: for this 
puniſhment atheiſtical wretches will dread more than 
a ſwing at Tyburn, | 

5. Another cauſe is from that great decay of the 
power of religion and ſtrange witherings, and want 
of love one to another, amengſt them that pretend 
to be the chief lovers of True Godlineſs; together 
with thoſe ſad, contentions, {trite and diviſions that 
are among them; for inſtead of loving, they do even 
and becauſe 


they are not all of one judgment in ſome leſſer points 


* 
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of religion, they are ſtrangely alienated from ead and 
other in their love and affections. | 
6. Laſtly, The diſorderly walking of churc 
members, as in not keeping their places in thoſe 
reſpective congregations to whom they belong, is alſo 
no ſmall injury, reproach and ſcandal to True God- 
lineſs; Members act as if they were under no govern. 
ment nor covenant to God one to another, and untoſſſind 
the church, but go aſtray from the fold, by whichN@* 
they caſt contempt upon the miniſtry where they 
are members, and ſeem to charge God with crnelty 
to them, in bringing them into a church where they 
cannot proſit; whereas the cauſe may ly in themſelves, ſo 
and by reaſon of an evil itch they have upon them; NAC 
and by this means God hath no Lord's day, hath no Nh 
complete church ſacrifice or oblation, but a part, or Go 
but a few perſons; and that which adds to his Jed 
reproach, is that unaceountable practiſe of one or Iba 
two congregations, in the great city, who countenance Ip 
rents and ſchiſm, and contemn the authority of other 
churches, by an irregular reception of their members. 4 
Now, from the ſenſe of theſe things, True God- Ich 
ſineſs broke forth into this bitter lamentation here Nat 
following. 


| Godlineſs's Lamentation. | 
| OW ſhall. I expreſs my grief, or utter my com- Abe 


plaint? Oh, the ſorrow that ſeizes on my {Sth 
ſoul ! I that am the noble offspring of the univerſal Apr 
monarch of the whole world, the true favourite-of Ban 
heaven, the true intereſt” of all nations, kingdoms, Eur 
and common-wealths; a fit companion for princes, ſt 
and all the noble ones of the earth; the only bene- Fen 
tactor of all mortals, that continually ſeek the good Bay 


* 
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and eternal felicity of their ſouls, who ſtrive to deliver 
them from wrath and judgment, ard to ſtop the de- 


ſtroying angel from executing vengeatice ; Should 


this day be thus lighted, vilified, cenſured, and ſtig- 
matized, and have all manner of curſed and deteſtable 
evils and abominations laid to my charge. For, 
Firſt, I am charged with hereſy : an horrible crime, 
indeed, but tis no other than I was of old times ac- 
cuſcd with. y — what is the hereſy? What my 
doctrine is, is ſhewed in the firſt chapter of this book, 
to which I refer the reader; But 1 may ſay with 
St Paul, After that way which they call hereſy, 
ſo I teach men to worſhip the God of the fathers,” 


Ads xxiv. 14. And not to believe any thing but 


what is writtea in the Old and New Teſtament. 
Counterfeit Godlineſs, tis true, may be juſtly charg- 
ed upon this account, whole errors are capital, as 
hath been evinced again and again, by many worthy 


proteſtants. 
Secondly, I am accuſed to be a common diſturber, 


a mere make-bait, ſetting one man -againſt another, 


Icke father againſt the fon, and the fon againlt the 


father; the mother-in-law againſt the daughter-in-law ; 
and the daughter-in-law againſt the mother-in-law ; 
dividing cities, towns and villages, fetting neighbour 
againſt neighbour. O how doth this wound my 
heart ? was ever any dealt with as I am ? Shall ſuch 
things as thele be fathered upon me! I do this day 
protelt and declare before God and all the world, I 
am abuſed and unjuſtly charged, for I am for prace, 
unity, and concord, and always do teach it; I abhor 
lriſe and contention, and cvery evil work, and have 
endeavoured to bring all men to live in love one with 


mother; but if it fall out at any time where Jam 
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received, that the father is ſet againſt the ſon, a$bov 
the ſon againſt the father, or one neighbour agair 
another, 'tis not I that am the cauſe of it, but t 
curſed enemy pride, unbelief, and ſenſuality, that tue 
in the hearts of the adverſe party, they having eſpoſſe . 
ſed the intereſt of Apollyon, my grand enemy! anÞ#v*! 
alas! it will be ſo, unlels I could connive at, or bell J 
with thoſe curſed evils which are in the hearts of 
But can it be ſuppoſed, that virtue ſhould wink a 
or (ide with filthy vice, or True Godlincſs allow « 
and indulge men in ungodlineſs, or youth join or clo 
in with error? Alas! ſhould I do this, 1 ſhould lok 
my very being, and be no more what 1 am? For 
it is impoſſible tor light to have fellow ſhip with dark 
neſs, or Chriſt to have concord with Belial: ſo it! 
for me to allow of or bear with any of the ita 
enorinities of the children of men; Should my child pre 
do it, they would at that very inſtant ceaſe to be ni to 
children; therefore let all the world bear me witntiſ de 
this day, that I clear myſelf of thoſe foul crimes aui pl- 
calumnies that I am charged with. And farther, 1}! 
viadicate myſelf, I call in my old friend St James ®! 
pray hear what he hath to ſay about the horrible de. 
charge brought againſt me. St James, pray ſpes 
to this great caſe, from whence comes that {irife ſo 
wars and contention that is in the world? Am I the 
cauſe of it ? ac 
James. From whence comes wars and fighting N 
among men, come they not hence, even of their luſh $ 
that war in their members? ye Juſt aud have not iP 
ye kill and defire to have, and caunot obtain, &c 11 
Jam. iv. 1. If you have bitter envyings and-A{trife] n 
in vour hearts, glory not, lie not againſt the truth; 
(mack that) this widom de cendeth not from? 


bon, and every evil work. 


ſor being the chief ring-leader of ſects, &c. 
may well ſay with my old friend St Paul, who was 
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Sbove, but is carthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, Jam. iii. 


4. 15 at 

O bleſſed St James thou haſt cleared me; for I 
rue Godlineſs am the truth; W hoſoever receives 
ie receives the truth, the doQtrine of truth, and the 
ruth of grace. But pray St James go on. 

James, Where envying and ſtrife is, there is con- 
But the wiſdom that 


from above is firſt pure, then peaccable, gentle, eaſy 


be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, with- 


ut wrangling and without hypocriſy, 
Gcdli. It is enough I always teach men and 
omen who embrace me, to be holy, peaceable, gentle 


ind caſy to be entreated ; full of mercy, to hate 
by pocriſy, and all the deeds of the fleſh, Therefore 
Ytzke notice, if any who are called by my name, or 
Iprefeſs love to me, are unholy, 


uarrelſome, given 
to ſtrife, debate and contention, falling out with their 
neighbours, making cauſcleſs diſturbance in the town, 


place or houſe where they dwell, and ,cburches alſo, 
Ido this day difown them; And indeed it is they 
3s vho have in part expoſed me to reproach and con- 


tempt in theſe evil days. 
I am acculed alſo with ſedition and faction, and 
But I 


accufed by Tertullus in like ſort, being called a 
peſtilent fellow, a mover of ſedition, &c. AQAs xxiv. 
5+ I am clear from this evil charge, neither can they 
prove this accuſation againſt me ; I have bcen travel- 
ling up and down in moſt parts of the earth for al- 
molt 6000 years, and it is ſtrange, were I really 
guilty, that none ſhould come forth and prove it 
againſt me. Therefore know ye, that the doarine 
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of True Godlineſs, the offspring of Jenovan, the 
darling of heaven; do, and ever did+teach upon th. 
account, is this, viz. That huſbands ought to lov: E 
their wives; wives to obey their huſbands, childrenfſſem 
to honour their parents, and parents to carry it 4 
wiſely towards their children, and to bring them up 
in the fear and nurture of the Lord. Servants to obey 
their maſters, and maſters to carry it well towards 
their ſervants ; and neighbours to live in love one 
with another, church members to love one another as 
their own ſouls, and obey their rulers and ſubjeAs 
to obey their prince. Did I not ever teach this 
doctrine, viz. That all men ought to be ſubject to 
principalities, to obey magiſtrates, and to be ready to 
every good work? Tit. iii. 1. And if Chriſtians at 
any time are by their ſuperiors required to do ſuchſm: 
things that they conceive are contrary to the wordfjall 
and will of God, then I bid them patiently to ſulfer, i de 
and not to reſiſt, but to learn of my bleſſed Maſter, 
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again: and[th 
when he ſuffered, he threatned not. But palpable itfo 
is, if men are bound to ſubmit to their | ſuperiors in ſ er 
all things in divine matters whatſoever, than the 
apoſtles were faulty, who in ſpiritual things cry'd P 
out, Whether it be right in the ſight of God, to re 
hearken to you rather than God, judge ye, Acts iv. t 
19. Beſides, this would cauſe perſecution for- ever d 
to ceaſe, an] charge all the martyrs in every age of 
the world, not only with diſobedience, but alſo with 
folly; and then alſo it weuld follow, whatſoever a 
religton in any nation the chief magiſtrate thereof 
does ſet up mult be ſubmitted to, which ſure no wiſe I 
man will {ay ought #» be done; therefore I am for I ! 
rendering to Cæſar the things which are Cæſar's, 
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d unto. God the a chat are God's, Mat. 
Mi, 19.9 

But theſe thing are not the whole cauſe of my 
amentation, but there are many other reafons. For, 
Alas, alas, what ignorance, blindneſs, and ſuper- 
lition is in the land? The iſle was once famous, and 
ſpewed out thoſe nauſeous abominations, which too 
pany have licked up again. Some ſay there is no 
great difference between the ſervice of Great Babylon, 
and that which is in this iſle; end that which troubles 
me moſt is this, it is called by my name, as if it ap- 
ertained to my ancient ore, which | is a great abuſe 
of me. 

2. What peltilent and poiſonous errors and hereſies 
are here: the great city ſeems like a pelt-houſe, where 
many have not only the plague · ſores upon them, but 
alſo are full of the tokens, ſad preſages of eternal 
death and wrath in hell. 

How is the glory of my great prince eclipſed, Ka 
the light of the goſpel darkened ? how is light taken 
for darkneſs, and. darkneſs for light, truth called 
error, and error called truth ? 

3- How doth Ungodlineſs vaunt himſelf, and 
Prophaneneſs ride rampent ? What multitudes ſtand 
ready to receive my enemy Ungodlinels in all his 
travels, whercſoever he comes? the mighty bow 
down unte him, and nobles kindly ſalute him; both 
old and young, rich and poor adore and hug him in 
their boſoms, and make him their love and chieteſt 
delight ; no laws ot nature, nations, nor of grace, 
will or can deter them; nor the hopes of heaven, 
nor fear of hell, whilſt I am contemned, ſlighted, and 
trodden under their feet. 

4, And O how are my friends and dear favourites 
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oppreſſed and perſecuted abroad? Alas, alas, how loÞ;id: 
is my prince's intereſt brought in France, in the vallhind 
of Piedmont, in the Palatinate and Saxony, any 
almoſt throughout all nations of Europe? Whihd 
diſmal ſufferings did my nations endure under t| 
laſt great Nimrod and bloody Pharoah, and not 
ſaid, Deliver them? Nor can they ſee an end of the 
ſorrows. 1 a 

5. But this is not all in this iſle, where moſt thi 
the bitterneſs of death is over, as to me and minef,j11 
yet alas, what danger am I and they in; whaſhith 
multitudes of Babylonian prieſts ſwarm in the weſter 
part of the great city, and throughout the land 
and what hopes have they of getting the day again 
and many fear they will obtain their defire : for Ga 
is provoked by moſt people of this preſent age, eve 
both by profeſſors and the prophane ; A diſmal hou 
(my enlightened friends forſee) ig very near, bu 
none lay it to heart? What a multitude of m 
choice friends and chiefeſt preachers of the goſpel a 
taken away by death in two or three years laſt paſt ea 
and how few raiſed up in their ſtead? Certainly Gong 
will ſuddenly proclaim war, ſince he has called Hane 
many of bis chiefeſt ambaſſadors home; tremble Glu 
iſland, thy ſorrowful hour approacheth, becauſe thoupo 
haſt contemned me. Yea, and other cauſes ſtill Ni 
have of lamentation alſo. f = | 

Alas, I am not only abuſed and laid under reproachſſſee 
by my open enemies, but alſo baſely ſlighted by mauyfeni 
of thoſe who pretend love ard reſpect to me; moll 
indeed do but cempliment me; they ſpeak me fair 


to my face, but their hearts are not with me; Wee 
there ever more godlineſs profeſſed, and leſs praQtiſed;Fhe 
and more without doors, and leſs within? Did ever to 
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w le pride, Covetouſneſs, Vain-glory, Self-love, Worldly- 
vall indedneſs, Carnality and Luke-warmneſs attend 
any people who called themſelves Chriſtians, ſaints, 
Wrihd members of Chriſt, as in theſe days? There are 
ler teme who profeſs love to me that I am aſhamed of, 
| not hey do me more wrong than the open profane, I 
f the nay cry, alas, and call long enough upon many in 
| Blcle days: nay, beg as it were upon my bare knees 
thinks be entertained by them, and all in vain, for chey 
mine, in not mind me, nor take me in; I met indeed 
With nothing but feigned promiſes from the moſt of 
eſter ople ; I will open to you, Sir, I intend to let you 
land n, I am reſolved to embrace you hereafter, &c, And 
B20 Bhus I am put off and {lighted from day to day. O 
Gogo. long have I waited at the doors of ſome of theſe 
eveeceived ſouls, even till they are grown old, and all 
hou, no purpoſe; for 1 have ſeen death often ſeize and 
» DUarry them away before I could get into their houſes, 
bat ſo I might fave them from hell, where how ir 
s to be feared they are. O, with what unkind 
jealings do I meet withal ! Is it not ſad, that Vice 
nd Ungodlineſs ſhould be by many fo countonanced, 
d ad 1 hated, re ſiſted and contemned in every place, 
le OElmoſt by every body ? for Riches contemus me, 
thou Poverty diſlikes me, Youth derides me, Old Age 
ll Nein not know me, Legaliſt miſcalls me, Formality 
plays the hypocrite with me, and the Baby lonians 
oacilſeck to take away my life; I have a multitude of 
19n/Fenemies, and but a few friends. 
moll But in the midft of my lamentation, the thoughts 
ſairlof thole glorious promiſes of God, concerning what 
Waite hath ſaid af me in the latter days, do revive my 
ſed; heart; : for though I bave few to plead my cauſe, or 
ever to clear my jnyocency, and am like to be run down 
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by Apollyon and his ſpurious offspring, Luſt a 

Ungodlineſs, yet I ſee my day is alcoming whe 
lin _thall be aſhamed, and iniquity ſtop her mouthFSbe* 
Plal, xvii. 42. When the holy of the Lord ſhall :. 
be elteemed honourable, and it ſhall be a reproach ui u 
the wicked. Though I am now flighted, I ſhall d 
then be prized; Jenuvan will make my glory th e. 
ſhine forth in the midſt of all nations, and my childre 
(hail flouriſh in every place; and in that day non 
ſhall dare to open their ungodly mouths againſt me 
nor ſhall I need to travel up and down. to ſeek tc 
entertainment, + For the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord ſliall cover the earth, as the waters dai, 
the ſea, In that day there ſhall be upon the bell 
of the horſes, holineſs unto the Lord; and the pot. 
in the Lord's houſe ſhall be like the bowls before the, . 
altar. Yea, every pot in Jeruſalem and Judah ſhall 
be holineſs unto the Lord of hoſts; and all the) 
that Qerifice ſhali come and take of them, and ſeethe 
therein: and in that day there ſhall be no more ag 
Canaanite in the houſe of the Lord of hoſts,“ Zech. 
xiv. 20, 21. Nay, and this allo adds to my joy in 
the midſt of wy forrow : this longed-for day is near, I. 

ana haſtens greatly: it is but a little while, and there 1. 
will be a, great alteration in the world, the angel 1 
who enlightens the carth with glory, will ſuddenly 
cry, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, Rey. 
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c HAP. VIII. 


bewing bow True Godlineſs after this, travelled 
towards the city of Jeruſalem, near to which 
was a ſmall village, called Religion, in which 
dwelt one Mr Legaliſt, at whoſe door be knock- 
ed: ſhewing alſo the cauſe why be did not en- 
Idrei tertain bim. | 


_—_ (JODLINESS having hitherto happily eſcaped 
. 1 | 

with his life, thought it now full time to leave 
hole parts where he had travelled up and down a 
great while, and ſuffered many bardſhips (being 
generally baſely ſlighted and contemned by all where- 
ever he came) and to travel into ſome other country, 
mongſt people, if he could find ſuch, who were not 
V abomizably wicked; however, not ſuch viſible and 
pen enemies to him as others were, And he thought 
vithin himſelf, it might be his beſt way to bend his 
ourte towards Jeruſalem, for hitherto he had wan- 
red up and down in the confines of Aſſyria, Eduma, 
piritual Sodom, and Egypt, but fo it fell out, 
m Before be entered into Salem, he perceived a village 
ying near the city, and the name of that rown he 
nderftood was Religion, a place much frequented 
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„gel 7 all true ſinners, for ſo the inhabitants of the city 
oly Þ: Jeruſatem are called. Now he preſently made up 


ither, and being informed that one Mr Legaliſt 

ved at the town's end, near mount Sinai, he reſolved 

give him a vilit, and immediately came to his 

dor, where with great earneſtneſs he knocked, and 
being within, ſpoke to this purpoſe, 

Legal. Who is at my door ? 

. Gedli, Sir, a ſtranger to you, though your very 


95 The Travels of True Godlineſt. 
good friend, and one who would gladly have lodginſſto 


in your houſe. DW! 

Legal. What is your name? l 

Godli. Sir, my name is True Godlineſs. 

Legal. I wonder much you ſhould ſay you 
a ſtranger to me, whereas I have been ſo long a ti 
acquainted with you, and know you ſo well. 

Godli. Sir, it is your great miſtake, for I am ſy 
you know me not, nor were you over yet ac quaint: 
with me. 

Legal, What, do I not know True Godline 
this is ſtrange ! do not you and I converſe togethſſzs | 
every day ? 
\ Godlz. Sir, I am not the perſon you take me fe 
there is one or two more who go ſometimes by mf Jes 
name, and it is very probable you may be acquaintq be 
with them, pray w hat are his manners? what doctrianc 
I mean doth he teach you:? for by that I ſhall knoſ the 
who it is. , 

Legal. Why Sir, he teaches-me to keep the confbut 
mandments of God, to lead a righteous life, to wh 
unto all men as 1 would they ſhould do unto me. GH 

Godlz, O Sir, that is my friend and hone « 
neighbour Morality, one that I love very well, angn 1 
I am ſure it is your great ignorance to take him Mir 
me, he will not ſay his name is True Godlineſs; faffell 
though in ſome things we are a little alike, I teachinſſbec 
the ſame doctrine you mention, yet we diff 
exceedingly in many things. Firlt, We herelſgt 
agree ; he ſays you mult keep God's commandinent or! 
I fay ſo too. Secondly, He ſays you mult Wc 
righteous, —I ſay the like. And Thirdly, that yaſhat 
muſt do unto all men as you would they ſhould a ( 
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Iginfto you,. —1 lay the very ſame, it being my Maſter's 
pwn doctrine. 
Legal. Why wherein then Sir pray do you differ? 
Godli. He teaches you to ſeek juſtification by 
ou doing, but I only by believing ? He by keeping the 
a tiaflaw, or by living a ſober and honeſt life, I by God's 
- Pie grace, through the merits of Chriſt, 
m uf Legal. What is that friend you ſay, are we not 
aint required to keep the law of God? 
| Godli. No Sir, you ought. to keep it as ſar as you 
nelsare able, though not as it is the law of works, but 
gethſ2s it is the law of Chriſt : but you muſt not look 
or righteouſneſs and juſtification by your keeping 
ne {olthe law in any ſenſe (it was on this very block the 
y mEJews of old ſtumbled and were broken in pieces) 
ainte 8 you have finned, and daily do break the law; 
EArifjand the leaſt cranſereſÞon thereof expoſeth vou to 
 knothe be dreadful wrath and curſe of. God. 
Legal. I knew I cannot perfectly keep the law, 
; conflut 1 will, do (by the help of God) what I can, and 
to q herein I, through weakneſs do tranſgreſs the law, 
me. Pod is mercitu}, and I truft he will forgive me. 
hone Godli. Forgive you! Why, be hath ſaid, he will 


|, aun no wiſe clear the guilty 3 moreover, what the lun. 
im auh, it ſaith to them that are under the law, :!: - | 
s ; foffall mouths may be. ſtopped, and the whole wor: 
chinflbecome guilty before God, Rom. iii. 19. 


diffi 


Legal. What do you fay ! Will not God for- 
hereſſgive me, who am a penitent perſon? O what a 
mentÞorrible doctrine is this! I believe he will not forgive 
uſt (Pac impenitent, and they are ſuch guilty ones only 
at yoſhat the ſcripture ſpeaks of. 

id d Godti. Miſtake not, Sir, all are guilty, all have 
roke the law or firſt covenant, all are under fin and 

F : 
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wrath ; tis not your repentance will do; Ged will 
not forgive, any man, let him be who he will, ex- 
cept he believes in Jeſus Chriſt, and takes hold of,; 
the merits of his blood; for as by the deeds of the 
law no fleſh ſhall be juſtified ; ſo God will not par. 
don your ſins, notwithſtanding your reggntance, as 
a ſimple act of his mercy, anleſs you fly to hin 
through Chriſt, who hath ſatisfied his juſtice ; for 
what you ſay renders Chriſt's glorious undertakings ; 
void and unneceſſary; and ſo does caſt a great reflec-· 
tion upon the wiſdom of God, in ſending his Son in-. 
to the world. | all 
Legal. How do you make that appear. not 
Godli. Do you not fay you will do what you na 
can to keep the law; and wherein you tranſgrels the 
God will through his mercy forgive you ? Now if ua 
God doth accept of your chedience in keeping the hin 
law, and forgive all your deviations, as a imple ay, 
of his mercy, and that hereby you are juſtified and; , 
accepted by him, why then did he ſend ſeſus Chriſii ont 
into the world, to die the curſed death of the croſs 'l ( 
For if by this way righteouſneſs and ſalvation if;,. 
attainable, it is evident Chriſt has died in vain ; fa doc 
could not God have done all this, if Chriſt had neve dep 
come? Thou art a wretched creature, and therefor in 
look to Chriſt, or thou art undone. | 1 
Legal. Why do you tell me of Chriſt? do you rig! 
| . q take me to be a ſinner like other yea 
A . Hane, men? Am I as this Publican! pe 
1 5 J have all my days lived a hohl fery 
1 mee. and blamcleſs life, and therefore} 1 
ſhall be juſtified. | ( 
Godli. I am aſhamed of you; you have, tif not 
eyident, a flight elkgcm of Chriſt. ; Mr 
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will Legal. Nay, Sir, do not miſtake me neither; I 
ex. e not think, my righteouſneſs juſtifies me any other- 
id of viſe, than through the merits of Chriſt. 
t the Godli. Sir, you err exceedingly ; tis not your 
Par- Pperlonal righteouſneſs, no, nor through Chriſt's merits, 
e AUſkhat does juſtify, but che perſonal righteouſneſs of 
hinfChriſt, received by faith alone. Alas, now you 
forſaiſcover indeed what a great ſtranger you are to me- 
12Fyou are one of thoſe juſt men, it ſeems, that never 
flec· went aſtray, or righteous ones that Chriſt came not 
1 ite call, Alas, I always do declare and teſtify, that 
all meu muſt perith without faith in Chriſt, Doth 
not the text poſitively ſay, © He that believeth not 
ſhall be damned,” Mark xvi. 16. He that hath 
the Son hath life: and he that hath not the Son 
ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abides upon 
theYhim, John iii. 36. Sir, there is no other name given 
under heaven, whereby men can be ſaved, Acts iv. 
""J:2. Another foundation can no man lay, than that 
hriſſſv nich is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. iti. 1 1. 
Come let me into your houſe, and I will expel 
n theſe dark clouds, and teach you another kind of 
doctrine; I will help you to be holy, and not to 
evell depend upon it; to be rightcous, but not to' trult 
fore in it; I will lead you to ſay, „In the Lord have 
I righteouſneſs :? and that he is made of God 
och righteouſneſs, &c. I tell you plainly I cannot ſpeak 
THE peace to you: but if I come into you, you mult 
a FJ tarn out of your houſe thoſe helpleſs and unprofitable 
'oly ſervants you have got. | | 
tor Legal. What ſervants would you have me turn out! 
„ Goedli. Why, you mult turn Moſes out. Do you 
not read, he was not to abide in the houſe for ever? 
Mr Miſbelief, and Good-opinion and Self. righteouſ- 
F 2 
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neſs you muſt turn out. Nay, in a word, you meffhope 
alſo remove your dwelling farther. off from mounfim, 
Sinai? For look about you, begone quickly, for bein 
ſce dreadful flaſhes of lightning, the mountain ſecniſſeve 
to be all on fire: And bark! don't you hear 
thunder, Legaliſt! God is angry with you, SuFro 
there is no ſceing of his face, but through a MThe 


diator. Dot 
Legal. What! muſt I turn holy Moſes out Na: 
doors ? - He 


Godli. Ay Sir, that you muſt ; Don't you W. 
member, that thoſe who ſaid they were MoſeW! 
diſciples caſt out the poor blind man that received n 
dear Maſter ? It is not Moſes nor Elias, but Jeſuſ An 
only that muſt dwell with you : Nay, and you mul 
caſt out Blind-zeal, Ignorance, and Legal-heart toc 
for theſe are dangerous fellows ; and in their room NG 
will place True-zeal, Right-faith, Broken-heart, and 
 Good-underſtanding, Nay Sir, and let me tell yo 
if you do not, and that quickly, ' expel theſe out oi 
your tabernacle, you will be undone, and perith f 
Four fins: for notwithſtanding your great hope 
of heaven, they will ſoon thruſt you down into hell YT" 
for Publicans and harlots go into hedven before vou“ 

Upon this he began to be very angry, and gave 
True Godlineſs hard words, calling him Libertineſ _ 
and Antinomian, one that True Godlineſs does aff 
little love as he. Moreover, Mr Legaliſt told him, 0 
that he was ſure that he whom he had already | 
received into his houſe was True Godlineſs; anch!“ 
faith he, you are but an impoſtor, and in a great rage K 
bid him be gone from his door. 

Upon this, Godlineſs perceiving Mr Legaliſt was 
ſo wedded to his own opinion, that there was na 
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Fhopes of getting entertainment in his houſe, he left 
him, and travelled a little farther into the town; 
being told one Mr Baxterian lived not far off, with 
Yſcveral others, thought to be ſound Chriſtians, . 

Sad caſe, moſt noble prince? what travel fill” 
From place to place, and is there none who will 

MeJThee yet embrace? What, not in ſuch a town? 
Doth Legaliſt thus baſely tread thee down ? 
it MNay, of all men, I ſee there's cauſe to fear 
He never will, bleſs'd prince! to thee adhere ; 
1 re What, ſlighted by profefior and profane! 
loſe Wheye's then the man who will thee entertain? 
Some men are blind, and therefore periſh do; 
And thoſe who think they ſee, thele periſh too. 


c HAP. IX. 


| ; | ; 
om YGodlineſs no ſooner ſaw Legaliſt leave bim, but 
ly another man of a flrange countenance came 
Jo up to bim, and it appears be was a Baxterian. 


th i ODLINESS. What are you Sir, 
ond Baxter ian. Why do you aſk me ſuch a 
hel} :{gveſtion ? do not you know me? this is ſtrange, 
vouſvben indeed I and you have been ſo long ar- 
gar quainted | | 8 
reine Codli. It is your miſtake Sir, I am ſure you are 
s ale ſtranger to me: I will not, nor cannot own you 
him, to de a friend of mine. | 
eady Baxt. Why not own me, who am the only man 
anch for godlineſs and righteouſneſs perhaps of all you 
rageſſfave ever met with in all your travels. | 
Godli, What righteouſneſs, Sir, are you for? 
was} Baxt. I am not for legal righteouſneſs, but for 
s naferapgelical righteouſneſs. N he 
23 
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Godli. What is that evangelical righteouſneſs yo 
« ſpeak of ? 

Baxt. Faith and ſincere obedience to the goſpel 
by which, through Chriſt's merits, I expect to 
juſtified, ſo far as I am enabled to walk up to thi 
rule of the promiſe, God having received a full recon 
pence by his Son's obedience, for the breach of that 
ſevere law of perfect obedience; he has removed thai 
law : and our dear Saviour has merited a mild la: 
of faith and fincere obedience ; and now, if we obe 
this new law, and ſincerely ſerve the Lord, we ſha 
be juſtified in his ſight, and eternally be ſaved. 

Godli. I thought I was not miltaken in you 
I conclude that this is that you call evangelici 
goſpel, or the only juſtifying right couſneſs, hic 
ſhews what a dark cloud vou are in, and how erron: 
ous you are, whilſt you go about to eltabliſh vou 
own inherent righteouſneſs, 

Baxt. It is the rightcouſneſs of God, viz. That 
righteouſneſs he hath choſe, and will accept of 
inſtead of a perfect righteauineſs to the law of works. 

Godli. You err exceedingly, and are ignorant off 
the 11zhteouineſs of God, and go about to eſtabliſh 
your own rigſiteouſnels as te IE 8 did. Rom. x. 3 
It is Chriſt's righteouſneſs, or his perfect obedience 
only, that juſtifies a believing ſinner. excluſively olÞfit 
all his own inherent righteouf jeſs, Rom. iv. 5 6, 
Rom. iii. 27. And 1 It is called the righreouſ els 

ot God, becauſe Chrift is God. 2. As well as that 
riglit. 15 {5 that anſwers the rectitude af God's hy 
nature and holy law. And z. Aiſo. becauſe 0 
onty fowd mt ont, and wil! accept of no other 
1 gl eecgtneſs to quitfy a ſiher but this ohiy. 


Bate 1 expect to be een by the new law of 


» 
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 yotgrace, or goſpel righteouſneſs; my hope and tittle 
to heaven is my obedtence to this mild law, which 
hriſt hath purchaſes, that is his merits, and my 
Flincere obedience, is the matter ot my juſtification, 
Godli. Your goſpel is none of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
or can you be jultified by ſuch a righteouſneſs: for 
if your righteouſneſs be mixed with the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, it renders the very righteouſneſs of 
hriſt imperfect and full of ſpots, as an old piece 
f cl$th put to a new glorious garment marrs all its 
beauty. Sir, doth not filth cleave to your beſt duties 
ol obedience; beſides, works and grace cannot mix 
together, Rom. xi. 6. it mult be wholly of grace, 
or elſe wholly of works. 

Moreover, the law of perfect obedience reſu'ted 
from God's pure nature, and not only from his 
ſovereign will and pleaſure, and remains alſs the 
{me for ever; Chriſt has not removed it, though he 
Thajhas removed it as a covenant of works, yet not as a 
t offxule-of obedience. Friend, this doctrine of yours is 
rk:, Jagainſt my very being, aud it has almoſt ruined me, 
nt ofputting me to thame and contempt ; And Sir, know 
blifif God's holy nature is ſuch, that he could accept of 
x. 3 P perfect obedience, ſincerely performed, why did he 
ienceÞnot give ſuch a law at firſt? and. ſo have ſaved the 
ly offite of his ewn Son, whom he ſent to ſatisfy for 
5. man's diſobedience to his holy law, to ſhew his nature; 
Ce. e. that be is juſt as well as gracious. Sinners are 
:hatfjuſtified without works done by them, or rightcoul- 
[15yeeſs wrought iu them. 5 
o Baxt. I approve not of you nor of your travels; 
cher Docs not St James ſay we are juſtified by works?“ 
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that juſtification that Paul ſpeaks of, and James ſpea 
of, I affirm is one and the ſame ; and to be juſtiße 
by faith, according to St Paul, and by works accor 
ing to St James, is the ſame; For juſtibcation bY 
works ſpringing from faith, is juſtification by faith, 

Godli. Sir, the Popiſh doctrine of juſtification | 
as good as yours: Paul ſpeaks of the juſtification qquſt 
a ſinner at God's bar, through or by Chriſt's righteſ;6, 
oulneſs ; James ſpeaks of the declaration arid mani 
feſtation of juſtification of a man to his own conſcience 
or Paul ſpeaks of the juſtification of the faith of th 
perſon, —and is this all one? 

1 will not, friend, argue with you any longer 
for you are one of the perſons that cauſe great foro 
row and lamentation to me; but lo I fee another 
man here, who alſo ſmiles I perceive while we tall _ 
together, Friend, why do you ſmile ? this is ner 
laughing matter, I do not like your countenance. . 

Antinomian, (for ſo he is called, it appears) Sirfind 
I de not ſmile at you, I greatly approve of whahad 
you ſpeak, but I mile at the ignorance of theſe Bax 
terians, they are very, erroneous about juſtificationhat 
and darken the doctrine of fice grace. - he 

Godli. I am afraid you are not ſound in this poinyn 
no more than he; pray friend what do you belicyggl; 
about juſtification ? 8 ak 

Antino. I believe all the elect are perſonally and; 
actually juſtified from eternity, and beloved by thqqa 
Lord, with a love of complacency, before theyſhz: 
believe, even when ſwearers, drunkards, whoremongersh 
&c. as they are after called and ſanctiſied. 

Godli. You certainly are a perſon very corrupt 
in your judgment, whoſe doctrine Jeſus Chriſt loathes 
Belides, you talk as if you underſtand net comme 
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enſe 3 can any be actually and. perſonally juitified 
fore they actua ally and perſonally be or do exiit ? 
grant. friend, that all God's ele decrerively were 
n b oſtifiec from exerlaſtivg; that is, God did decree to 
auth, eclare and pranounce all his cle, when they came 
ON ſito the world, and were united to Chriſt juſt or 
on quſtiſied pertons, acquitted free, and ever diicharged 
gh, rom fin and condemnation. | 
many 2, Alſo they were all repreſentatirety juſtißed, 
ences considered in Chriſt ſrem eternity, by him wie calis 
F th ings that are not, as if they were, but actually and 
xerſonally they could not be: Nay, friend, did not 
ngen the elect fall under condemnation, and the wrathof 
t {orfGod, and curſe of the law in the firſt Adam, and al ſo 
\orhel rlonally and actually when they perſonally did exiſt. 
e tel Antino. Yes, I cannot deny chat, yet the elect 
is nere all actually juſtified from eternity. 
de. Godli. What, actually and perſonally juſtified, 
) Sid yet aQually and perſonally condemned at one 
whand the ſame time! this is ſtrange! and now, that 
 BaxKidam for his firſt fn, fell under wrath and den 
ationfation, is evident; and he being a public perſon, all 
Wie elect were brought under the {ame condemnation, 
\ poinind that ſin is charged upon, and imputed to 
eli perſons, as tl: ey coine into the world and par- 
ake of this corrupt nature, and fo are children of 
y an rar, as well as all others are one, fo by their own 
y Witual. tranſgreſſions, and ſo abide untill they are 
theſſhanſplauted out of that dead root, and are implanted 
ngcrFto Jeſus Chtiſl, and partake of a virtual union with 
im, John | itt. 18. 36. . | 
Can fin and righteouſneſs be impnted "and charged 
pon a perion at the fame time? Or are unbelievers - 
ufed perſons / * Though God juſtihes the ungodly, 
er do they remain anc, tr when A before 
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Gad, who are now ſ{anQtified, though they may i 
order of nature, yet not in order of time. 

Antino, The words in the Old and New Teſtament. 
whereby imputatian is ſignified, do both of them (iy 
nify an act of the mind aud will, an immanent a 

Godli. Friend, *tis true, ſometimes when they a 
ſpoken as they relate to mea; they do ſo ſignify; b 
they are not ſo taken when attributed unto God, bi 
do always hold forth a tranſient act, and not an inf 
manent act, as Gen, xv. 6. and xxxviii. 15. Num 
XVIite 27. Pſal. xxxii. 1. and cvi. 31. Rom. iv. 
8. 2 Cor. v. 19. nor can any place be produced, n 


will otherwiſe aſcribe a fallible judgment unto Goff 
to ſay that he imputetli not Tin to a juſtified peilor 
that is to ſay, he judgeth and eſteemeth them not 
have ſinned, for God's judgment is according to truth 
and therefore ſuch as have ſinned, he looks up 
them as ſuch as have ſinned, and he cannot eſtee 
them ſuch as never did fin, though if he will ſtil 
and pardon them, and deal with them as with fuch: 
have not ſinned, and in this ſenſe he imputeth it nc 


to them whom he juſtifies and actually pardonetl 5 
to juſtify or acquit a ſinner, implies he was beſfe we 
guilty and condemned; and that thus it was wit 
all the clect before they were united to Chir a 
The word of Zod teſtifieth, and ſo doth the Hol * 
Ghoſt, alſo by convictions, when lie firſt works upe 5 

the hearts and conſciences of ſinners; therefore ye by 
notion charges the Holy Ghoſt to be « liar, it 


Antino. That which doth ſecure men from wrat! 
and whereby they are diſcharged and acquitted fro! F 
their ſins is juſtification, and by this immanent ad. x 
God all the ele& are diſcharged and acquitted fro: 
ther fins, and {ecure from wrath and hell. 


it n 
neth 
bee le 
wit 
ri 
Hol 
UNC 
70 


vat 
fro! 

a 
fro 


The Travels of True Godlineſs, 1oy 


Godli. You do not argue well, I ſhall diſtinguiſh 
pon your firſt propoſion, i. e. that which doth ſecure 
Freſently, actually, fully, and formally from wrath, 
rithour any other cauſe intervening, is juſtification ; 
Pat 1 deny that election doth preſently, as an imma- 


ent act in God, actually, fully, and formally dif- 
harge the elect from ſin, guilt and wrath; no, it is 
but a purpoſe in God ſo to do, were they not really 


. Þuilty or charged from eternity, or did not God as 
Puch decree to charge his ele& with ſin, as he de- 
Freed allo in and through Chriſt, to acquit, juſtify, 
Ir pronounce them diſcharged and free from guilt, 


fin, and wrath. Sir, the elect are © born in fin, aud 
hildren of wrath by nature,” which they could not 
be, if their perſons were juſtified from eternity, and 
ſe continue until effectual calling: Alſo was not the 
death of Chriſt a neceſſary cauſe intervening between 
this degree and their diſcharge, for which they are 
iſcharged, and without which they could not ſo be? 


nd doth nat the work of the ſpirit, in uniting them 
Fto Chriſt, intervene alſo? You muſt therefore gif. 


tinguiſh betwixt God's decree and execution of them. 


them from the execution of God's wrath, but it did 
not ſecure them from falling under the ſentence of 
his vindictive wrath and juſtice, and 'tis true, fin 
ſhall not be unputed to them, to their damnation in 
hell, election ſecures them from that, therefore when 
Paul faith, whe ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elet? Rom: viii. 34. he ſpeaks of ſuch of 
them that are in Chriſt, ver. 1. or are efteQually 


called, ver. 29. 30. namely, elect believers : for you 


dare not deny but the law of God doth lay heavy 
things to their charge before, and what the law cf 


Election and the death of Chriſt, *tis true, ſecures 


—_ 
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hatb had on ſome perſons of late. 


ſtung with fiery ſerpeuts, healed before they looked 
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God doth, God himſelf doth, 
Aae. You darken the free grace of God, ay 
make faith a cauſe of our juſtiſication, which I den 
Godli. I will forbear to ſhew the great abſurditi 


of your notion; ?tis well known what vile effects 


Friend. I deny faith to be any cauſe or conditic 
of juſtification to be performed by the creatureand ſuc 


˖ 
as do aſſert it 1s, I diſlike as much as I diſſike you. ( 
Faith is the inſtrument I do own, by which (wheyſto 
the ſpirit is infnſed into the ſoul) the creature receive 
Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, yet the ſpirit (or rathdic 
Chriſt by the ſpirit) I affirm does apprehend trat 
ſinner, before he can by faith apprehend Chriſt, thougſſof 
the union is not mutual or compleat, until the ſoiſ m 
is reconciled to God, as well as God is reconcile! 
unto the ſoul. * Friend, dare you ſay, that actual cb 
juſtification of a perſon is without faith? You mayine 


(ſhould you ſo ſay) affirm men have life in then 
who never eat Chriſt's fleſh, nor drank his blood 
which the Lord Chrift ſays poſitively they have not 
nor can have, Friend, were the Iſraelites, who wert 


up to the braſen ſerpent, and were they to look up 
unto it only, to know they were healed, for ſo you 
notion teacheth men to believe. 

Moreover, doth not a vital union with Chriſt make 
a relative change, as well as a real change? 

Or are the elect no otherwiſe dead in ſin and treſ 
paſles by nature, and children of wrath, but in their 
own conſciences? how then is it ſaid they were ſo 
as others are, by nature children of wrath ? and mu 
not miniſters preach the goſpel to all as undone, ha 
led, and miſerable ſinners, and affirm they are cos 
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hem, and on all that believe not in Chriſt: Or Sir, 
re. juſtified perſons naked? or do you ſee your « error? 
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lemned, and that the wrath of God 


Antino. I tell you I like you not, nor do I re- 
pard what you fay ; L. am for free grace; God ſees 
o ſin, nor ever did in his elect, nor need they mourn 
or fin, nor doubt, nay, tho" they are ungadly, their 
ate is good, ſay what you will, 

Godli. You are ſuch who expoſe me and wy* friends 


to reproach ; your doctrine, alas, tends to looſenels 


and ungodlineſs. I alſo hear that your preachers 
ever pray for pardon of ſin, and allo tolerate igno- 


tant people to rend themſelves from the true churches 
of Chriſt, and will hardly allow any to de true 


miniſters but themſelves. 

Thoſe of your communion I ſee afe fot” like the 

church. of Laodicea, i. e. increaſed in googs, and have 

gecd of nothing in their own Hght,— not poor in 
ſpirit; for it doth not appear it is ſo, when your 
haughty: preachers are ſo full, that they need not 
conteſs their ſins, nor aſl pardon 'of God; for it 
leems ſome of them never do this. 

What though believers, as to vindictive wrath and 
juſtice, are pardoned for ever, as to all fins p.iſt, pre: 
ſent, and to come, ' muſt they not therefore beg for- 
givenels? may they not deſire God to impute Chrili's 
righteouſneſs to them, becauſe they believe. God deth 
and may they not alſo pray that God would 


Moreover friend, is not that's an evil notion, that 
renders fin in the elect a ſmrll and trivial thing in 
the light of God ? Nay, that be ſees no ſin in them, 
dor doth regard it at all: and this be cauſe he doth 

82 
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not ſo ſee it as to let out his vindictive juſtice again 
them fog it, or doth ndt require ſatisfaction for it 
their hands, he beholding them in the righteeuſn 
of his Son. * 


But doth it from hence follow he is not offende | 


with them for their fins, and as a diſpleaſed a 
grieved Father, will not chaſtiis them? Certain| 
your notion opens a door to looſeneſs and licer 
tiouſneſs, which is againſt my nature and very being 
Friend, I know what your evaſions are, but I wil 
leave you, and at this time talk yo more with you, 


 Shewing bow Godlineſs came to one Mr Fer me 
liſt's dcor, who, bid bim very welcome ; but b 


ed divers grand enemies of bis, partieularly 


one Hypocriſy, refufed to go in. Alſo bowff 
Hypocriſy came to be diſcovered : wherein you 


Have hi character, or a clear and compendious 
deſcriptign of bim. Shewing likewiſe how Mr 
Formalift at laſt refuſed to entertain Trut 
Godlineſs. - 


Gn being, as, I told you, informed I: 


that there was another great profeſſor living in 
this village or town of religion, he thought it was 
convenient for him to ſee whether he might not get 
a lodging in his houſe, becauſe he was a man whom 
all the neighbourhood faid had a great love to True 


Godlineſs: nay, many verily thought he. had a Jong 


time taken up his logging with him, and wendr 
when they heard him aſk tor his houſe, (tor by that 
means they perceived he was a ſtranger to him) but 


you 


ſuſpecting his integrity, and that be harbour; 


I 
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I was a conſiderable time before he could find whete 
dwelt. For it appeared he was called by another 
ame, viz. Devotien: but at laſt coming by one 
man door, and by another, be heard a man at 
Prayer, aud he ſpoke ſo loud; that all who walked 
long the ſtreet with much eaſe might hear him: he 
hen preſently concluded, it was very probable he 
night dwell there; and to his door be came, and 
ocked as he uſed to do, and was ſoon beard. 
Formal. Who's there ? ow 
Godli. My name is True Godlineſs. 

Formal. True Godlineſs, pray Sir come in ; there 
Ss gone in all the world I love more: the beſt room 
n.all my houſe is at your ſervice ; pray where have 
you. been, and what news do you hear; are the 
. Imperialifts and Turks at peace, and all things ad- 
ſed ? how go things in the world? hw doth it 
we with out poor proteſtant brethren in France? 
hat news from Seotland ? when will the times be 
etter ? Many ſuch queſtions he aſked, and profeſſed 
bundanee of reſpect to True Godlineſs, and, as you 


he door. Godlineis was grieved to find him ſo full 
f words : but more eſpecially becauſe he took up 
lis time, and troubled his head ſo much to enquire 


rue Godhneſs; and juſt upon ending his devotion, 
T it appears he had newly done prayer: yet never- 
heleſs Godlinels very coldly anſwered bim to this 
MIDOOCs 

Godli. Sir, as to your firſt queſtion, I anſwer 
be! ing to inform you where I have been) I 
e + anvred about from place to placg to ſeek en- 
G 2 
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card, bid him come in, but never went about to open 


ſter news, nay, and that too when he ſhould open 


dtainment; I mean a fit and convenient lodging a 


| 
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for a little time, for it will not be long e're I ha 
done travelling ; but I am fallen into ſuch an e 
and perilous time, that ſcarcely any. body will th 
me the favour as to take me in, and make me vd 
come; Riches, Poverty, Youth, and Old Age havhe 
all refuſed me, and ſhut their doors moſt baſely upon 
me; and ſince I came into theſe parts, and parti 
larly to your town, where every one concluded 
ſhould be moſt kindly embraced, the very firſt man 
came to hath-denied me entertamment, nay, and n( 
only fo, but alſo called me at his pleaſure. 
Formal. What man is that, for God's ſake? 
Godli. Friend, don't take God's name in vain, 
cannot bear it; But to anſwer your queſtion, t 
man is called Legaliſt, de 
Formal. O Sir, there is not a man in all tlike: 
town more haughty, proud and conceited than helhr: 
he concludes, I warrent you, that he hath godlincou 
enough already: he makes, in truth, the whole ꝙ k 
religion to conſiſt in principles of morality ; 1 ha 
heard him ſay, that if a man do lead or ſquare H 
life but as near as he can, according to the Jaw « 
the ten commandments, not being guilty of grol 
ſins, or wilfully breaks any precepts of the two table: 
he ſhall be faved. Now he never conſiders all t 
while the neceſſity of faith and regeneration ; a 
a though he truſted thus to his own righteouſne! 
yet I could pick many holes in his coat, for he is 
very wordly, proud and paſſionate perſon ; nay, al 
he himſelf confeſſeth he is a ſinner, and yet wou 
be juſtified by the law; whereas you know the Ia 
fins, luſts of the heart, and evil thoughts, are a breas 
of it, and the ſmalleſt breach is death and eter 
wrath, without a compenſation made to offende 
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pſtice ; and none was able to do this; but Jeſus 
kriſt, and none have the bleſſing of his undertaking, 
ut ſuch only who do believe. 

Godli. You ſcem to have a good underſtanding, 


Id can talk well, but how comes it about you let 


e ſtand all this time at your door ? Is this your 


Findneſs to me? What ſignifies your knowledge and 


rts, except you entertain True Godlineſs. 
Formal. I have opened (you may perceive) to 
ou already, you are in my affeQions, and 1 will 


SÞrther open to you; pray come in. 


Godli Nay, do not miſtake yourſelf, you have 
ned to me in one reſpect, but not in another; 
ou ſeem to like my form, but not my power; 
Jam 
deed received into your head, but not into your 
art: I may. be, in your judgment worth em- 
racing, but your will conſents not to receive me: 
ou like my garb, but love not my perſon, you are, 
know, a profeſſar of me, but not a poſſeſſor of me; 

truth is I ſuſpect you. 
Formal. Suſpe& me, Sir! for what ? 

Godli. That you have one or two implacable 
zemies of mine hid ſecretly in your houſe, 
Formal. Who I, Sir! God forbid I ſhould hide 
ny curſed enemies of True Godlineſs: Who are 
ey ? Pray tell me their names. 

Godli. Old-man, menen, and Hypo- 
ly. 

Formal. As touching the Old-man, there is no 
kriſtian, you know, can be quite rid of him; but 
od. torbid that I ſhould ſhew him any countenance; 
nd as to Carnal- affections, in this you do miſtake, 
or my affections are ſpiritual. But why ſhould 
G3 


114 The Travels of True Godlineſs. 


you think I harbour Hypocriſy-in my houſe? I 
aſſure you there is none in all the word T hate mor 
than that baſe fellow, for 1 know God abhors him.“ 
and ſhall 1 ſhew countenance te him? Lord, be! * 
far from me ! | 

Godli. Nay, Formaliſt, be not too conüdent; 
not your bare denial of it which isfufficient to acquiff 
you of the ſuſpicion I have of you upon this accoun 
but ſince you deny it, I will fee if 1 cannot find hin,” 
out, for you have a certain officer in your eu, 
who I am ſuie can make a righteous deciſion, if bY, 
be not baſely corrupted and blinded by your pref 
tending ſo much love and zeal to ſeeming holinelif 
I know he will not flatter any man, but ſpeak ar 
cording to his light and knowledge imparially at al 
times. Sir, I will appeal unto him. 

Formal. What is his name / 

Godli. His name is Conſcience. 8 

Upon this Conſcience was called, and N 
after this manner. 

Godli. Conſcience, I a0 require you in the fe: 
Conſcience of God to anſwer — A 7 — w twi 
appealed to concerning your maſter ; doth he nog. 

ſecretly lodge and hide one in his hou 

about Hy- Sem. 36-1 
Pocriſ called Hypocriſy ? for I very much ſu 
2 pect him herein to be guilty : : what il | 
you ſay. | | 

Conſci. Sir, if you pleaſe to give me his charatter 
or give me ſome tertain ſigns of his behaviour and 
properties, whereby I may know him, 1 will faith 
fully diſcover all that I underſtand as touching this 
matter. 

Godli. Conſcience,” I thank you, you ſpeak likefſ;” 
an honelt man, and indeed I have always found you 
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Spartial according to your light, I will then give you 
him heb a deſcription of this ſubtil and deceittul enemy 
„be if mine, that you cannot well miſtake; and this { 
Ill do by propoundiug a tew queſtions to vou. 
Firſt, Sir, was he ever throughly wounded in the 
Sole of On, as 'tis fin, being convinced of the ugly 
d abominable nature thereof, there being nothing 
id hin all the world more hateful to God than that, not 
houfÞ!7 convinced of the evil which does attend it, or 
If } the fruit of it, bur alſo ef that curſed evil there 
peel in it, it being utterly contrary to the holy and 
lineßre nature ef Goch a breach of his law, and that 
ik achhich hath made a breach between God and man, 
at d baſely defaced the image of God in him, and 
the abſolute cauſe of all that abominable enmity 
t is in his heart againſt God, and me his bleſſed 
spring: and alſo makes man in love with the ways 
ed off the devil, nay, to be like the devil, conformable 
Js him, and to do his will | 
. fea) Secondly, Is there no one fin that ſcarcely he 
- twÞPv65, and lives in (the evil habitsnever being broken?) 
 noÞ2ave you found him now and then telling a lye for 
oof advantage fake, or in telling of tales or. Rories, 
\ ſy($99ding to them to pleaſe the company, or to excuſe 
t 4 'Þfelf when accuſed of this or that, that ſo he may 
nin credit; Iz he not ſometimes overtaken by drunk- 
gereneſs? Is he not proud, minding more the honour, 
andÞaiſe, and applauſe of men in what he doth in religion, 
ich- Dan the praiſe of God! Is he' not covetous ? Doth 
this e give according to his ability to the poor? Doth be 
lot rob God to ſerve the world ; I mean neglect 
libeearing of God's word, and other indiſpenſible duties, 
youſſ'®" warldby profit ſake, and ſo prefer the world above 
he word? Doth he never in trading offend you, in 
G 4 
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ſpeaking better of his commodities than they deſerve}, 
Is not the world more in his love and affe ctions that 
God and Jeſus Chriſt'? Does he always give goo 
and juſt weight and meatſure, and not take unlawfy 
profit? Doth he not make gain of Gedlineſs, av 
uſe religion as a cloak to cover his ſecret firs ? Doi 
he concern himſelt for the intcreſt of the goſpel, an 
his open-heartedneſs ſhew upon that account he love 
Chriſt above ſon. or daughter? Is be reſolved to pa 
with all rather than to fin againſt God, and to offene 
you his poor conſcience? Noth he ſee more evil | 
the leaſt ſin, than in the greateſt ſufferings ?- 

Thirdly, Doth he deſire as much te bave his fin 
mortiſied as pardoned, to be made holy here, as wellf 
as happy hereafter ? Is he as much in love with thi 
work of holineſs, as with the wages of holineſs 
Doth he love the word of God becauſe of the purit 
of it? Is he willing to bear the croſs as well as we 
the crown ; to be with Chriſt in his exaltations here 
after; to ire to God on earth, as well as to liy 
with God in heaven ?' 

Fourthly, Is he the ſame in private as in public 
Doth he not reſt ſatisfied upon the bare performancſ, 
of duty, not minding whether he bath met with 
God cr not! Doth he pray in public as if men ſaw; 
him, and in private, as knowing God lees him? Dotly,.. 
not his ſatisfaQtion lie more in his aſking of Godg. 
than in his receiving from God! Does he not ſeely. . 
more for ſuitable words in prayer, than for a ſuitablg. 
heart? Doth he not fludy more for acute expreſſic 
to aſſect the hearts of others, than to mect wit 
powerful impreſſions upon his own ! Doth he not 
lengthen bis prayers before others, and hurry then 1 
over in private ? Doth he as much endeavour afte 7 
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ſerveſ ha: he needs from God, as that which he needs of 

s that od ? 

Fitthly, Can he bear reproofs kindly for his faults, 
nd take them patiently ; nay, and eſteem him his 

Freateſt friend that deals moſt cordially with him ? 

"Ys he ready to take Thame to himſelf, and give glory 

o God? Can he be contented in the ways af God 

hough he meets with little ſenfible comfort from 


Pg od, nor outward reſpect from ſaints ? 
r Sixthly, Doth he as much deſire to have his heart 


Illed with grace, as his head with knowledge? Doth 
is gen take as much care to make the glory of God his 
is nd in what he doth, as the command of God his 
round in what he doth? 

Seventhly, Is he not more ſevere in preſſing the 
elſer concerns of religion, than in urging the greater? 
Doth he not require thoſe duties of others, which he 
imſelf is loth to practiſe? Is he not more curious 
Jo Fnow other mens conditions than tis own! 

Y Iiy Eighthly, Hath he received a whole Chrilt with 
whole heart? Firſt, A whole Chriſt comprenends 
©Þll his offices, and a whole heart comprehends all 

is faculties, hath he received Chriſt. not only as a 
Prieſt to die for him, but alſo as a prince to rute over 
Pim? Doth he obey all God's precepts, as well as 

clieve all God's promiſes ? Secondly, As to his 
"Faculties, his underſtanding my be ſomewhat enligh- 
ned, but his affections may be carnal, and his will 
pp-ſc' me. being averſe to True Godlineſs, Is not his 
teart divided; Come Conſcience, I do new command 
fou, in the preſence of the great and dreadful God, 
* nopho ſearches all hearts, to mak: a righteous decifion, 
then me plainly, is my enemy Hypocriſy here or no? 
after | - - 

dy theſe brief hints you may calily know him. 
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- * Conſcience, Sir, I muſt conteſs Hypocriſy is herefark 
now I have found him out; nay, Sir, and he ha t. 1 
hid him ſecretly in his houſe ever fince he came i 6G 
live in this town Religion; he is ſcemingly holKriſta 
but really wicked; he loves the face of holineſs, buſſto p! 
is without the grace of bolineſs ; his greateſt canfia;o 
hath been to waſh the outſide of his platter; it lilhaye 
can but keep his name from being reproached by mei Rel 
he cares not though his heart be grievouſly defileſ tre 
before God. Should 1 tell you of all thoſe luli gen 
which he harbours in his heart, and what favour he. 
ſhews to that old man, you mentiored before, I ſhoulgg,y, 
quite ſhame him; he is a ſaivt indeed abroad, but I for 
heathen (to ſay no worſc) at home; he prays, anc 
and reads, but tis to keep up his credit, name ang thi 
eſtcem amongſt many Chriſtian men of this town ; ſoſ no 
I bave often found him very weary of theſe dutieq , 
God knows it as well as I: nay, Sir, he would fel 
ſeluom pray at all, were it not to quiet me, for by x, 
| doth not love my laſhes ; beſid:s, he performs then ,, 
unh a fad, cold, dead, carnal and lifeleſs ſpirit; be 
is much for the leſſer things of religion, as you mindi {3 
ed, he keeps a mighty ſtir about mint, aniſe, and 7 
cummin, but quite negleQs the greater and morg u 
weighty, things: nay, there is one thing more Þ wil 
tell you, as he does not love ſtrièt Godimeſs himſelf 
ſo his heart is ready to riſe againſt all ſuch who ourdeſſ e 
him. Sir, he is a mere diſſe mbler, yet he would be]. 
thought as religious a man as any in the town; If- | 
tind bim alſo much «broad finding of faults in others, 
or eſpy ing the mote. that, is in his brother's eye, but 
never minds the beam that is in his own : nay, and 
he is ready. to tall cut with many good Ct:rilitns 
becauſe they will not follow him in habit, mode, and 
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eſture, &c. In a word, moſt of all thoſe black 
* hereÞarks of this deceitful villain Hypocriſy, you hinted 
c tate, 1 find-in him alſo. 
me Godli. Conſcience, ſay no more, I ſee I was not 
: hol@riſtaken ; ; and now Formaliſt, are not you- a wretch, 
% Mio pretend kindneſs to me, and ſecretly thus to enter- 
* "Fain one of my worſt enemies? Sir, it is y who 
have brought ſo great a reproach upon this poor town 
e Religion, and on all its inhabitants; nay, and it is 
chroogh your means I am fo baſely vilified and con- 
Idemneck by that blind fellow Ignorance, for he is 
Jready to conclude, that all my friends and true 
J favourites are ſuch as yourſelf, viz. mere looſe and 
formal hypocrites ; Beſides, you are like to be undore, 
and periſh for ever, unleſs you do the ſooner turn 
F {bis vile enemy of wine out of doors; for I expect 
no other but that you will in a little time fall into 
J apoſtacy-; But ſhould you die firſt, yet affure Four- 
J beif you will be damned; for hell is indeed prepared 
tor ſuch as you are; You are, poor creatures, in the 
J worſt condition of all men: for the wicked hate you, 
A becauſe you pretend fo much love to religion and 
"OF Godlineſs ; God alſo, becaub. you are not real, but 


q upright in your profeſſion. 


elf greatly offended at True Godlinefs, for he could not 
endure to ſec his ſlate ript open, nor did he like to 


I fuaded by Mt Vain-hope, Unbelizf, and Good-opinion, 


do think hig condition, for-all this, might be ſafe 


euough. However, Vain-hope told him, though at 


only pretend love to them, being not ſincere and 


Formaliſt at this began to be very angry, being | 


hear of is preſent nor future miſery ; being per» 


preſent his ſtate might. be doubrtul, yet he ſhould. 
bare aer N on earth, and that he might repedr,, 
G 6 
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and ſet all things at right before he died; whoſe haſ 
word and promiſe he adventured to take, and ſo bidſ ſor 
True Godlineſs adieu; And no man's ſtate in all haf ſof 
travels he did indeed more lament; and his ſoul being bec 
almoſt overwhelmed with forraw, he broke out to] be 


this purpoſe, and departed. in 
pri 
Paſſion o erflows! why melt I thus with grief, I to 
For him whoſe trait'rous heart denies relief? an 
But what could I expect, falſe wretch from thee, hu 
Who harbour'ſt in thy houſe Hypocrily ? bee 
A feigned friend's worſe than an open foe, the 
And unto me oft times more wrong does do. vb 
Of all to whom I am by Jeſus ſent, 


O'er thee, O Formaliſt, I do lament. to. 
I know there's cauſe, were things conſidered well, IW 
Thou ſuffer'ſt here, and yet mult go to hell. 
Hated of God and man, what can be worſe 

Than th' wrath of Mau, and great Jenovan's curſe? 
Farewel, poor ſoul ! is this thy love to me? 

Muf I be gone! Adieu, adieu to thee. 


C H A. P. XI. 


Shewing bow Godlineſs travelling fartber into 
the town called Religion, . ſaw' abundance of 
people, who bad been great profeſſors, getting 
away cout the town as faſt as they could, 

| Shewing alſo what diſcourſe be had with one |* 

| of them ; wherein the nature and danger of 
apoſtacy is plainly opened. 

FF YODLINESS had no ſooner left Formalift's bg 

door, and gone a little farther into the town 

Religion, but he eſpyed a great number of people 


hoſe 
bid 
I his 
ing 
It to 
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haſting out as faſt as they could go: nay, he obſerved 
ſome of them ran, though others of them went very 
ſoftly. At firſt he wondered what the matter was, 
becauſe the town was a little before looked upon to 
be a very ſafe and honourable place to dwell in as any 
in all the country, and had as great and glorious ” 
privileges belonging to it; but upon enquiry, he was 
told there was a number of lions, ravenous wolves, 
and other evil beaſts, who had been for a long time 


ſhut up in their dens, a getting out, and they apes. 


been a great while kept without prey, they were afrai 
they ſhould be torn in pieces: But he obſerving 
which way they went, was the more amazed : for he 
perceived plainly they all ſteered their courſe dire ly 
towards the great city Babylon, 
which he ſaw hkewile »-falling, and Babylon's fall 
vas ſure would ſuddenly ui one 
hour be utterly deſtroyed, 

True Godlineſs at this ſeemed ſo mightily con- 
cerned, that he could not let them all paſs without ” 
ſpeaking to them; and minding one of them to look 
ike a ſober man, though he hung down his head as 
the had been aſhamed, reſolved to have a little 
diſcourſe with him: to whoin he 1 after this 
nanners 

Godli. Sir, what is the matter you leave this 
own, and haſte away ſo faſt? when you firlt took 
Ip your dwelling here, did you not intend to abide 
1 it as long as you lived: 

Apaſtate. (For that it ſeems was his ce Truly, 
dir 1 did intend it; I had a great love for this poor 


very gu? 


own, but I muſt remove out, and be gone now. 


Godli. * muſt you ? is there a neceſi ty laid 
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upon you to quit this place, this honourable. town, 
Religion ? 

Apoft, Sir, I ſhell be deſtroyed elſe, for the walls 
of late are much gone to decay; I do not fee that 
ſafety to reſide here as formerly ; Beſides, they ſay 
there is a great number of lions, Remiſh wolves, and 
other beaſts of prey breaking out upon us; and Iam 
afraid if I ſhould eſcape with my lite, yet having a 
tew theep and lambs, they will devour them: Truly 
Sir I do it to fave what I have, yet I wiſh very well 
to the place. 

Godli. It is very like you ſpeak the truth in this; 
but Sir, pray whether are you going? 

Apoſt. I am going towards the confines of n 
thar great city. % 

© Godli., I am heartily ſorry for you ; let me per- 
luade you to turn back, and reſt in this town : Sir, 
do not fear thoſe lions you ſpeak of ; for God hath 
ſaid he will break the teeth of the lious, the old lion 
and the lions, whelps, Job iv. 10. Pal. Ivi. 6. but 
what though they ſhould deſtroy your ſubſtance, is 
not your ſoul worth more than all the world, Mat. 
XXV1, 26. Come, go back again with me, and I will 
dwell with you, and be a ſure defence to you, ſo that 
vou will not be hurt, let lions, wolves, and devils 
too do what they can. My name is rue Godlineſs. 
Sir, I have ſaved many thouſands from ruin, in as 
great danger as you can be in. 

Apaſt. Sir, there will be ng ſafe living for me, 1 
muſt quit the place, the town is beſieged. 

Gedli. What though it is beſieged, God is able 
to defend it, and will he a- wall of fire about it; but 
why, Sir, do you chuſe that great city you ſpeak of 
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for your habitation ? I perceive you intend to g0 far 
enough. 
bat 4224 Sir, don't miſtake me, I do not intend to 
ſay | £2 ſo far, but to return again when the danger is 
and over; at preſent I will go but a little wy out of 
town. 

_ Godli. Sir, you ſhew yourlelf to be a naughty, 
aly | * traitorous, and hypocritical perſon z will you leave 
ell dis town in its diſtreſs ? If the danger be great which 
attends it, you had the more need to abide in it, to 
ſtrengthen and encourage the poor inhabitants. Pray 
Sir, do not {bew fo baſe and cowardly a ſpirit; What 
is this lels, than to betray the town to the cnemies! 
Is not the ſtrength of any place the people? Beſides, 
your flying mightily encourages the adverſaries : for 
by this means they may think to frighten all out, 
and then with much caſe take the town, and utterly 
deſtroy it. Alſo you weaken the hands, and fadly 


wn, 


alls 


am 


on, 


on 
* grieve the hearts of all true proteſtants, whole chief 

'L treaſure lies in the town, and carmet be removed out; [ 
it, | And it being allo their ſpirituz] native places they - Bi 


ill reſolve to abide in it to the laſt, let what will come» 
You fay you intend to return again when the danger - 


1 is over. What dangers you ſee above others, to 

6. | move you to quit the town, 1 know not; but let 

4 me tell you, ſew who leave this town, out of fear of = 
humane loſs or danger, do, return again. 8 


1 You ſay you intend to go but a little way; es! | 
you cannot tell where you (hall ſtop; when once 0 
you leave the true religion, you deſert God's gracious 
protection; you may not ouly eleave to papiſiry, Wi 
but atheiſm, or any thing; Come go back, let ane ' 
ſave you, from a fall; Why will you leave that 
Wiigion you have been o long Reg 5 in? A 

_ 2 ki 
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Apoſt. Sir, I retain the ſame principles that IF 
xs. held, and my love is the ſame to the town 
as it was. 

Godli. Poor wretch, you own the inet of 
the true rcligion, and yet cleave to idolatry and 
ſuperſtition, The three worthies of old, by your 
example, might have retained faith and right principles 
in their hearts of the true God, and yet have bowed 
down to the golden image, and ſo needed not to have 
' expoſed themſelves to a hot fiery furnace. 

Nay, by this doctrine, who needs ſuffer perſecution? F 
Beſides, it renders all the martyrs of old to be mere 


fools and madmen. What do you fay ? will you F 
return? My company, one would think, might allure on 


you. 8 

Apoft. No, Sir, I have formerly had your com- S 
pany, and I do not find you fo pleaſant a companion; 9 
Belides, the town is ſadly divided amongſt themſelves; F 
thoſe who love you do not agree. 

Godli. Nay, Sir, now you are out, for you and 1 
never dwelt together yet ; for had I ever took up my 
dwelling with you, E would have kept you from this 
great fall; Yeu will prove yourſelf a mere hypocrite, 
one that never loved God nor the town Religion in 


your heart. Sir, upriglitneſs and ſincerity of heart the 
preſerve from apoſtacy; ; And what though the town 5 
is divided, it is my great grief to ſee it: but you had 2 
more need to abide in it, to do what you can to per- * 
ſuade them to love and union, however to unite in the 
affect ion. Come, humble yeurſelf before God for h 
this great ſin, and let us dwell together-now, and F. 


thou ſhalt abide ſt eure, notwithſtanding the diviſions 
within, and troubles without, and have moſt ſweet 
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t I Peace anct inward joy; yea, ſuch as thou never hadſt 


all thy life. What doſt thou ſay? _ 
Apoſt. Sir, hold your peace, and ſay no more, I 


$ of Em reſolved to be gone. 


OWN 


eturn, but that you are reſolved to leave True 
Religion, and not receive True Godlineſs, I will tel] 


* you what your preſent ſtate, is, and what your future 
ave Portion is like to be for ever hereafter. — 

Apoſt. Sir, pray be ſilent, I do not love to hear it. 
„n? eddi. I do not care whether you do or not, 1 


vill ſhew it. 


were never truly converted, being no part of that 
good ground Chriſt ſpeaks of, Mat. xiii, _ 


e hath left you, or elſe you would never think of 
deaving to Myſtery Babylon, 2 

Thirdly, Either God will let conſcience out againſt 
Io, to torment you, as he did upon Francis Spira, 
or elſe wholly give you up, as be did Iſrael of old, 
al No your own hearts luſts, to walk in your own 
ounſel. 


* Fourthly, Your ſin tends towards the ſin againſt 
irt Ithe Holy Ghoſt, that ſhall never be forgiven, neither 
on Iin this world, nor in that which is to come; for you 


ad ſhave been a perlon, I hear, much enlightened, and 
now wilfully caſt off God and religion; pray read 


15 thele ſcriptures, Heb. vi. 4. 5, Heb. x. 26. 28. 
* Fifthly, Jeſus Chriſt will be aſhamed of you at 


4 the laſt day, when he comes in the glory of the 
Father. with all his holy angels, Mark viii. 38, 


and look back (remember) are not fit for the king- 


* Gedli. Well, ſince 1 ſee 1 cannot perſuade you to 


Firſt, It appears, as I hinted before, that you 


Secondly, You are, it appears, forſaken of God J 


Sixthly, Thoſe who ſet their hands to the plough, 
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dom of heaven, Luke ix. 62.' nor will God's ſoul 
take pleaſure in them. 

S-venthly, Without you return back, you are like 
to have the hotteſt place in hell, Rev. xiy. 10. 
Eightly, The place you are a going to is like 


ſuddenly to be deſtroyed. Do you not read how 


juſt at the time when her judgments come upon her, 

ſhe ſaith in her neart, I fit a queen, and ſhall ſee no 

ſorrow, nor no widowhood nor loſs of children any 
more. 

Ninthly, Remember the fearful end, and what 
dreadful judgment God hath many times, in divers 
ages, brought upon ſuch falſe and traiterous perſons 
as you are. 
that arg falſe to your God, and to your own ſoul, 
will never be faithful to men. Come, that very way 
you think to fave all, you may loſe all. Beſides 
Sir, let me tell you, Light i is ſown tor the righteous 
(though it is a dark time now) and joy for the up- 
right in heart. Nay, and this precious ſeed is ſown, 
as I could ſhew you, in this preſent diſpenſation ; but 
Jam in haſte. What do you ſay to theſe things? 
herb you return * 

Apoſt. L dare not, Sir, at reſent. 

85d. Well then, I ſce you love the world above 
Chriſt, I have but little more to ſay unto you; 
But Sir, what man in his right mind would, to prevent 
a few ſparks, leap into the fire; or to fave his hat, 
loſe his head? Alas! whilſt you ſeek to ſave your 
eſtate, you are like eternally to loſe your poor ſoul, 

Apoſi, Well Sir, trouble not yourſelf, I will talk 
no moe with you, Farewel. 


Godli. Adieu then, poor deceived ſoul, 


Beſides, who will truſt you? For you ; 


ke 


ke 
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Away he went as faſt as he could go, towards the 
great city Babylon. 

Godlineſs having thus parted with him, at laſt he 
met a man travelling into the town of Religion, 
being not very rich nor very poor, but in a middle 
ſtate between both; and he looked as if he had a 
mnd to take up his dwelling in this place, for he 
nquired where he might have a convenient houle ? 

odlineſs was much pleaſed with his perſon, becauſe 

hen others were haſting to leave the town, he was 
daſting into it: beſides he had a very ſerious counte- 
ANCE. 

Now, he had no ſooner ſettled himſelf in a habi- 
tation, but Godlineſs knocked immediately at his 
door, not doubting now but he ſhould find his ſweet 
friend Conſideration ; Yet Godlineſs firſt bean 
the Apoſtate's condition. | 


Farewel, farewel, thou monſter of mankind, 
Look eaſt and welt, ſee, ſee if you can find 
A mar. who may with this ſad ſoul compare; 
Will he return ? or if he does, is there 
A ground to hope repentance he may met, 
Who treads the truth, nay Jeſus under feet ? 
Can any man on earth e%er come to be | 
A full compleat and juſt epitome n 
Of fin and wrath ? O then, firs, this is he 115 
W ho turns his back on Chriſt, to Babel flies, fol 
He unto falſhuod cleaves, the truth denies. 
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CHAP, XII. owl, 
Shewing how Godlineſs coming to_one Though * 


fuPs bouſe, found there bis friend Conſidera] 
| tion, whom be bad a long time ſought for 
Alſo the great oppoſition Conſideration meif 
wit bal. | 


Cog IND being not without hopes of find 
ing Serious Conſideration (for ſo ſometimes 
is called) in or near this place, chanced to knoc 
as you heard before, at a man's door, who was newl 
come to dwell in the town Religion. Now thi 
perſon formerly, as it appears, had been a very grea 
enemy to True Godlineſs, having lived a grievous 
looſe and profuſe life, and, like the prodigal, waſted 
all his chiefeſt ſubſtance. Godlineſs had not long 
knocked and called at his door, before he liſtened toff 
him, and ſpake within himſelf to this purpoſe : 
Who is this that is come to my door? Sure ſaid 
he, this is a voice different from any I ever heard in 
my life; and he doth not knock allo as others uſe toſſhaſt 
do, At laſt he cried out, Who is there? who is that let 
is at my door? Your name, Sir? find 
Gedli- Soul, Chriſt is at the door, and I his nobleſplac 
and renowned offspring, True Godlineſs, Doſt thou b. 
remember that word, Beheld I ſtand at the door plac 
and knock, &c. Rev. iii. 20. Sir, now 1 will afk Igo 
you the like queſtion, Pray what is your name? IIhis 
hope I am come to the right door ? T he | 
Fe told him his name might very well be called \ 
looſe and ungodly Prodigal; for, ſaid he, I bavefſ% 
hitherto lived a very wicked life; But lome call me f tin 


of late Thoughtful, becauſe I am, bleſſed be God, Ne 


,-* 524 
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wwly come to myſelf, by thinking upon my latter 
d, and the evil of my former ways. 

Godli. But why doſt thou chuſe to take up thy 
Iwelling in this village now, when ſo many are 
zoing out? 

Tbougbtſul. Sir, it is becauſe I hear it is the 
eſt town in all the country to ſecure a man from 
langer in evil times, provided I can but get a place 
n one of its ſtrong holds in the heart of the town; 
or I have heard there is no ſafe dwelling at the town's 
nd, no, nor any where in the ſuburbs. 

Belides, I was told lately, that Babylon, where I 
ave dwelt till now of late, will ſuddenly be deflroy- 
r0u8fed ; I do it indeed to ſave my own ſoul ; I am, Sir, 
ſtedÞYicfirous to find out, if it may be, where true peace, 
ongſhappineſs, and eternal felicity is to be had; for I ſee 
| toffthey are not to be found in thoſe paths I formerly 

valked; I mean in the ways of riches, honour, and 
ſaidfithe pleaſure of this world. : 
T in Godlz, I commend thee, honeſt Thoughtful ; thou 
: toffbaſt done wiſely, and like a conſiderate man; pr'ythee 
hat let me come in and dwell with thee, and thou wilt | 
find this poor town the moit ſafe and moſt ſecure is 
bleFiplace, in theſe dangerous times, in all the world, Sir, * 
hou I have v andered about a long time, travelling from = 
207, place to place, to ſeek for one whom I bear much LG 
afk good will to, but hitherto 1 have not found him 
? This name is Conſideration ; And many things more 17 
be ſaid, to make him in love with True Godlineſs. 1 
led Upon this Conſideration, who it ſeems was within, 5 
ave | vhitpers Thoughtful in his ear, ard ſaid, this is he FY 
me that can alone make thee happy, if he be readily, 1. 
od, lincerely, and heartily embrace and entertained. Is . 
n not gocd for thee to muſe upon the worth ang oy 
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excellent nature of thy ſou] ! Thou art made a mar 


and therefore for a nobler and higher end and en lar 
ployment, ſure, than eating and, drinking, leepin + 
and playing, and wholly to mind thy trace an], 

ſecular affairs, and to enjoy ſenſual pleaſures, J ** 
happineſs which heaſtz arrive to as well as thee, Fc 3 
this glorious ſoul which lies in thy boſom. is capable No 


of knowing God, and of enjoying union and comm & 
nion with him for ever; So that all thoſe who fuffe big 
the honours, profits, and pleaſures ot the world t 
take up and engroſs their hearts, go aſtray, and en 
from the great end of their creation. Alas! then: 
is nothing doubtleſs can fill the deſires of thy ſoulf 
or be its ſummum bonum, but God himſelf ; The 
haſt hitherto ſuffered thy affections and deſires to ru 
after whatſvever thou couldeſt think might yield thee 
true felicity ; but it is evident there is nothing thou 
can find here below that can ſatisfy thy thirſty an 
ever-craving ſoul, Riches, which lometimes thy 
heart hath been ſo much ſet upon, cannot be thy n 
ſummum bonum, or chief happineſs ; for ws are 
uncertain, fleeting, and variable things; and let a 
man have never ſo much of them, yet he is ſtill cra- 
ving and defiring more, fo that it is as Solomon fays, 
He that defirerh filver ſhall not be ſatisfied with 
ſilver.“ 

Secondly, Honours are of like nature; and beſides 
their vanity, they depend on the minds, will, and 
hum«urs of men, who are changeable and onconflant; | 

Thirdly, Pleaſures and voluptuouſneſs, they are 
common, as I told thee, with beafts as well as men, 
and alſo have annexed their ſting and diſcontention 
when they are paſt. 

Beſides all this, Coufidetation, to induce him te 
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open to True Godlineſs, bid him aſk bis ſoul in what 
ſtate it now was 2 what it was a-doing and whither 
it was a-going ? 

Firſt, He endeavoured to ſhew him that his foul 
was in the gall of bitterveſs, and in the bond of 
iniquity, being under the law and curfe of God, both 
in reſpe& of original and actual fin ; he having not 
F cloſed with Chriſt, nor received True Godlineſs. 
MY Secondly, Then as to what he was a-doing, he 

JF bid him ſee if he did not negleQ that one thing 

needful. Have you, ſaid Conſideration, made religion 
F your chief buſineſs ſince you came to live in this 

place ? have you not rather ſpent too much of your 
Ftime about notions and airy ſpeculations ? 
J Thirdly, Whether are you a-going? ſaid he; are 
Jou fit (being well prepareo) to die? are you a-going 
the way to heaven? ſure that cannot be, unleſs you 
receive True Godlineſs; for I have heard that it 
conſiſts in a right faith, as well as a holy life. Oh: 
what coſt, labour, pains, means, motives and argu- 
ments, hath God uſed to make men ſenſible of the 


ora. Na ſerious preparation for another world. 

Lok And this ſerious preparation muſt neceſſarily he a 

with borough work of regeneration, faith, and ſpotleſs 
onverſation; for the nature of the means, ſaith he, 

des {lt ever be ſuitable and agreeable to the nature of 

be end. And heaven being a holy place, nothing 


and t perfect holineſs reigning there, ſo it was impoſſi- 


ant. 

are Ne to enter into it hereafter, without a conſiderable 

no ogreſs was made in holineſs here; and that it was 
þ 


ot to be thought a man could reach te the higheſt 
ep of a ladder, without aſcending the lowermoſi firſt. 
ho, ſaid he, ever hoped for a crop of corn without 


tion 
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verlaſting intereſt of their ſouls, and to engage them 
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ſowing any ? or expected to reap wheat, and ſowef is | 
nothing but tares ? | ſer 
_ Helaid alſo before him the nature and holineſs 1h 
God, his infinite hatred of ſin, and great ſevernfl « 
againſt all unbelieving and impenitent fouls, togethqſ vo 
with the perfect knowledge he had of the heariſ the 
thoughts, and ways of the children of men: likewi 1 
his dreadful judgments, commands, threats, and priſſtar 
cious promiſts. | : and 
He brought to his mind alſo the evil of ſin; ſheuſ ma 
ing him what an abominable thing it was for maileaz 
to ſeek to pleaſe, obey, and do the will of the dev 
and offend, diſobey, and croſs the will of God. Naz 
and he began to ſpeak of the excellency of Truſt 
Godlineſs alſo, and what he ſhould gain by embracing 
him, and letting Chriſt and tl.e Spirit of Chriliſhi 
Chrift and the grace of Chriſt, Chriſt and True G0 
lineſs reign in his heart. Nay, he had ſo much u 
fay, that bad he not been oppoſed and baſely obflruc 
ed (with ſome other help) Thoughtful had preſent] 
opened the door to True Godlineſs : But alas, on g 
ſudden there was great diſturbance in the houſe, anf#hi 
poor Conſideration went to the walls, and was alm 
utterly expelled his tabernacle, 
Now the enemies he met with were theſe ; Diſh 
: culty, Sloth, Deficiency, Security, Dan 
The ebeiſe ft ger, 8 cares, and E | 
enemies of . | 
Con ſidera- Theſe, and many other enemies appen 
ed to obſtruct and hinder Conſiderati 
about this great and important buſin: 
of opening to True Gudlinels. F | an) 
Firft, Difficulty ſpake after this manner : Sir, dere 
not trouble yourſelt to ſtudy to find out-theſe gre 3. 
myſteries of Religion and Godlineſs, for it is a wel 


tion. 
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too hard and difficult for you too underſtand, there 
WY is nothing in the world that is more abſtruſe and my. 
ſterious; therefore to muſe upon them would be. loſt 
's labour. | 
ry Sloth told him, it was laboriqus and toilſome 
thel work, and it would be great weariſomneſs to him, if 
arufche difficulty did not make it impoſſible. 
wi Deficiency ſaid, he was a man of a. weak under- 
pi ſtanding, and thoſe thing were matters for the learned 
and moſt knowing men of all to ſtudy, nay, and that 
heul many of them too, notwithſtanding all their profound 


milearning, proficiency, and {kill in the tongues, could 


levilardly attain to the right knowledge of them. 2 
Naſh Security endeavoured to make it appear his condi- 


Frofſtion was very good and ſafe now, and that he had! 


xcinfiReligion and Godlineſs enough without troubling 
hrilKhimſelf farther ; and that he exceeded in holineſs 
Godfimany men that had lived long in the town, More- 
ch tover, he told him, that he had followed the counſel 
firuqpt Conſideration too much already. 


ently Danger tco fpoke ſeveral things: 1. That tc give 
on Place to him, would let in his enemy Melancholy, 


„ anf{hich might endanger his life. Do not you ſee, ſaith 


almoſe, how uncomfortable this fellow Confideration has 

nade many brave men, cauſing them, by thinking on 
Diinheir latter ends, to hang down their heads like a 
, Danſull-rufh, fold their arms, and ſpend their days in 
1panyſears and weeping ; hearken not te him, for he will 


ppexfertainly infuſe {ad thoughts into your mind, and 


zratiive you nothing but gall and vinegar to drink. 
un} 2. He faid moreover, Conſideration had made 
any men go beſides themſelves ; and if he did ad- 
Sir, dere to him about this affair le would be diſtracted. 
e greg 3. He infinuated alſo, that if he did ſeriouſſy 
2 wo | . H : 
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muſe upon this matter, or give place to Conſideration, 


ſo that Godlineſs came to be let in, he would be un- 
done, and utterly ruined, the times are ſuch. 

Worldly- cares proved as great an enemy to Con- 
ſideration as any of them, for he could not ſeriouſly 
muſe, nor think upon eternity, or the preſent condi 
tion his poor ſoul was in, he was ſo hurried in his 
mind about the affairs of this life. Nay, no ſooner 
at any ſeaſon that he ſet himſelf to ruminate or pon- 
them in his mind, but worldly-cares would exp-l and 
drive ſuch thoughts away. 

Old companions and carnal company did greatly 
Evil Com- àabuſe Conſideration, by endeavouring tc 
make him out of love with a virtuou 
life; Theſe laboured to fawn him into 
miſery, and to tickle him into an eternity of tor 
ment; they turned Religion and Godlineſs into 4 
Jeſt. and made the precepts of the goſpel matter for 
raillery; and told him, that thoſe men that ſeemed 
molt ſerious were the moſt ſeditious, and that their 
Profeſſion ſavoured of nothing but of pride, ſingula 

Tity, and hypocriſy, 

Now, after they had ſpoke their pleaſare, and a 
moſt ſilenced. nay, quite routed poor Conſideration 
his mind was ſo filled and hurried about many things 
which Gudlineſs, though not yet let in, overheard 
and preſently took them all up, and anſwered then 
one by one. | h | 

And Firft,, he ſpake to this purpoſe; Hone 
Thoughttul, I would not have thee to he ditcouraget 
by thoſe ill-bred fellows thou haſt within, to fligh 
poor Conſideration, for he is thy very good fricnd 
and as able a counſellor as moſt in this town ; More 
over, very great inconveniences alſo have always fol 


Panions. 
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om jowed thoſe who have unadviſedly gone about to 
un- flight and contemn them. Nay, I muſt tell thee, 

moſt of all thoſe great miſeries and heavy judgments 
on- that have befallen nations, cities, towns, churches, 
fly. and: particular fouls, hath been decaſioned through 
di their great negle& to hearken to Conſideration. This 
hul was the cauſe of Iſrael's ruin ot old; God by his 
nerf} merciful providence, ſent to them by his prophets, 
on- to advertiſe and warn them of their perilous ſtate 
and} and condition, by reaſon of their ſins ; and not only 

told them of their imminent danger thereby, but alſo 
tl revcaicd the true cauſes thereof, and how they might 
 tofÞ. eaſily provide remedies for the prevention ot it; bu: 
zou they refuſed to lay it to heart, or give way to Con 


intol ideration about it, which made Jebovah to bewail 


tor] their future miſery after this manner: O that they 
to af} were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that they wouid 
foi conſider their latter end! Deut. xxxii. 29. Among 
mel many other cauſes of their diſmal calamitics, none is 


eu more general or oftner alledged than the lack of 


ule} Conſideration ; and it is threngh this means, as by a 

common ſnare and deceit of the adverſary, moſt men 
d 24 fall into ſin, and reject me, and are holden alfo per- 
tion] petually in Satan's bonds, to their deſtruction and 
inge perdition. Men go on in their abominable luſts, 
pride, oppreſſion, exceſs of riot, drunkenneſs, and all 
manner of debauchery, without conlidering what the 
end of theſe things will be: © Wo unte them,” faith 
the Lord, „“ that riſe up early in the morning, that 
they may follow ſtrong drink, and continue until 
night, till wine inflame them, and the harp and viol, 
io the tabret and pipe, and wine are in their feaſts, but 


H 2 


they regard not the work of the Lord, neither con- 
s fol fider the operation of his hands,” Iſa, v. 11. Their 
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136 The Travels of True Godlineſs, 
eurſed Juſts and beaſtly ſenfuality brought them to 
negle& Conſideration, and Inconſideratior brought 
them to the pit ſide, or brink of bell. Proptera 
captivus ductus et populus mues quia non habuit 
ſeientiam, taith God in the ſame place, by the pro- 
her Therefore, and for this cauſe is my people 
ed away captive,” &c. for they have no knowledge 
no underſtanding of the time to come, no conſidera 
tion of their danger: He that will not lend an e 
to. Conſideration, renders himſelf little better than 
| brute: And what follows this folly and madneſs! 
Therefore,“ ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, “hell hath e 
larged herſeit, and opened her mouth without mes. 
ſure, and their glory. and theic multitude, and thei 
pomp, and he that rejoiceth ſhall deſcend into it.“ If: 
Ve 13, 14» A brutiſh man knoweth not, neither 
doth a fool underſtand this, when the wicked ſpring 
as the graſs, and when all the workers of iniquity do 
flouriſh: It is that they ſhould be deſtroyed for ever,” 
Pſal, xcii.,6, 7. The ox knoweth his owner, and 
the aſs his maſter's crib, but Iſrael doth not know 
my people doth not conſider,” Iſa. i. 3. | 


Negligence, Careleſfpeſs, Ignorance, and want of 


C ſideration, as it brought Jeruſalem down won 


derftully, Lam. i, 9. fo it hath been the bane and 


common perdition of unthinking and wretched mar 
from time to time, and will be yours, if you hear 
ken to theſe evil enemies of your ſoul, and ſuff 
Co: ſideration to be expelled your tabernacle, Why 
at this day are there ſo many people, who drink u 
iniquity as tne fiſh drinks water ? that commir al 
manner of fin, all outrages, all injuſtice, all filthiueſ 


treading down the poor, and contemning me, Trout 


Godlineſs, without remorſe of conſcience, or dread « 


* 
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God's wrath and fearful -vengeance that doth purſue 
them ; but for the lack of conſideration of that which 
is like to be their reward and puniſhment for all their 
abominable doings in the end? © Thus faith the 
Lord, conſider your ways; conſider your doings,” 
Hag i. © Conſider this ye that forget God, leaſt he 
tear you in pieces, and tiere be none to deliver you,” 
Pal. I. Aye, but they will not conſider it, nor lay 
it to keart ; they will not know in this their day the 
things that belong to their peace, but inconſiderately 
put the evil day far away, and barden their hearts 
againſt God, provoking him to draw his {word, aud 
cauſe his hand to take hold of judgment ; for nothing 


jg doubtleſs can be more intolerable in the preſence of 


the Almighty than this iniquity, ſith he hath pub- 
liſhed his law, declared his pleaſure againſt Ungod- 
lineſs, charging all to bear it in their minds, to por- 
der it in their hearts, to ſtudy and meditate upon it, 
both day and right, at home and abroad, when they 
e up, and when they lie down, to make it their 
cogitation and rumination continually, Sc. And O 
that men ſhould ever, notwithſtanding all this, con- 


Jtemn it, and make it no part of their thoughts, but 


rather flee the knowledge thereof. God makes his 


complaint, and denoungeth judgment, but no man, 


as the prophet Jeremiah ſheweth, will enter into 
Conlideration, no mind why the land mourns: 
None cry out, What have I done?” All men, 
alas! are upon their own courſes, and run on the ſame 


$1: 28 great vehemency and fierce obſtinancy, as a 


tierce armed horſe into the battle, when he hears the 
trumpet ſound. - YI | 
Come Thoughttul,, Conſideration, if thou adbere 
to him, will help thee to. learn xo know God and 
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138 The Travels of True Godlinejs, 
thyſelf, and to find out the miſerable condition thot 


and all men are in by nature; ile is the key that 


openeth the door for me to enter the innermoſt root 
of thy heart; though it is true he cannot open! 
without help: Nay, farthermore, he is a looking 
giaſs, or rather the very &ye of thy foul, whereb 
tLou mayeſt view thylelf, and ſee what a conditio 
thy toul is in; hereby thou may'ſt eſpy thy deb 
thy danger, tby duties, thy defects, thy ſafety, th 


courſe thou doſt follow, the company thou doſt kee 


finally, the place and end whereunto thou dra eſt 
nay, he will give thee a view of all God's proceed 
ings and dcalings with men ever ſince the creatic 
of the world, the reaſon why God ſent his Son, hi 
goſpel, his Spirit, his ſervants, and takes fo mut 
pains t bring men to ſalvation. Nay, and the 
alto, by his help, mayeſt find that all the meat 
God uſes to bring thee to a true ſight and ſenſe e 
fin and wrath, and to recover thee out ot thy fa!“ 
eſtate, will prove vain and in-ffeftual to thee | 
therefore the conſideration of the danger thou may 

eſcape through hearkening to him on tlie ene haid 
and the great advantage thou mayeſt receive on t 
other; together with the abſolute neceſſity of naurilt 
ing aud cherithing of him, and ſtanding up for him 
if thou wouldſt be happy, engage thee not to 
diſcouraged to incline to him, nor regard what an 
| ſpeak againſt him, for he will cauſe ther to. hear g 

tidings, nay, and be in part an inſtrument to let x 
in; which, if thou doeſt, I will bring thee acquaint 
with God ang Jeſus Chriſt ; nay, help thee to a ro0 


in his | heart, and Lead thee into vnion and commu 


nion with him, and give thee much glorious lig 
yea, and help theg td pardon for fin, peace of cet 
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{cience, and joy. in the Holy Gboſt, and make thee a 
{on of God, give thee a place in the heavenly family, 
feed thee with the bread of life, cloathe thee with 
glorious robes, which ſparkle like diamonds, yea, 
make thee rich 1n faith, in knowledge, in experiences, 
truly rich, always rich, eternally rich: yea, and ſet 
a crown of glory upon thy head, make thee an heir 


of heaven ard earth; thy renown alfo hereby will 


be great, thou ſhalt have angels to guard thee, Chriſt 
to ſerve thee, God to. honour thee, O love hun, 


who would lead thee into (Chriſt's boſom, and cauſe 


thee to fit in heavenly places, make thee to triumph 
with ſeraphims, and fit down with thy glorified 
Redeemer upon the throne of God for evermore. 
It is impoſſible ſuch a friend ſhould fare better than 
my great Maſter, who had no place where to Jay 
his head. Alas! men deal with me and my poor 
friend Conſideration, as the inhabitants of Sodom did 
deal with the three heavenly meſſengers that entered 
into Let's houſe, viz. quarrel with us, abuſe us, and 


offer violence to us, ſhew their ſpleen againſt us, 


who ſeek to preſerve them from bring conſumed, and 
and who, whilſt we are with them, ſtay the band of 
heaven from falling upon them, the hand cre 
deſtroy ing angel, that they periſh not, and endeavou 
to make them for ever bappy, peſſeſſing all true 
felicity, and free them from all milery. Docs not 
every man defire after that which is good? Was ever 


any man in love with torment ? Is it not every one's 


intereſt to ſtudv how. to prevent it? Why thei, ture 
Thoughtful, Conſideration cannot but have thy 


_ affection, unleſs thou doſt contemn rivers. of pleaſures, 


inconceivable glory, even the inexhauſtible riches of 
both worlds, and chnſeſt rather anguilh, death, hell, 
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and ſulphurous ſmoak and flames for thy portion, 
And now to take eff what Difficulty ſays againſt 
entertaining of Conſideration, he baſe- 
3 ly —— that to muſe and pon- 
* 2 — der upon the great concerns of God- 
* hineſs and another world, is a hard 

and difficult work. 

Wnereas to undertake great and hazardous and 
dangerous atchievments for worldly advantages, this 
is notwithſtanding preſently undertook: Men do not 
care how difficult the work is, if it be but profitable; 
and ſhall this be a ſtumbling-block in thy way ? 
What will not a man call difficult, if they have no 
mind to it: How ſhould ſome houſes be built, 
bridges over great rivers be made, ficids be ſowed, and 
dangerous voyages to ſea be undertaken? Shall the 
carpenter ſay, O it is difficult ! and the hiuſbandman 
ſay, O it is difficult ! and the mariner ſay, it is dif- 
ficult! and fo lay it all aſide? Nay, is it not lad, 
that bloody papiſts, and other wicked enemies of the 
goſpel, ſhould net think any thing too hard and dif- 
ficult to undertake, to ſuppreſs and deſtroy Gedlinels? 
and yet many who profeſs a love to me, do not care 
to encounter with ſmall d ifficulties about Corfidera- 
tion, how to entertain and embrace me, though it be 
their only buſineſs and chief intereſt in all the world. 

Were a man's houſe on fire over his head, and he 
like to be burned, would he not think of ways to get 
© Out, becauſe it was a difficult work to do? 

It is not becauſe conſideration” about heaven and 
happineſs are ſo hard and difficult, but becauſe men 
have no love nor will to theſe things, other things are 
more in their affedtions. Belides, the rareſt things are 
not obtained but through great difficulty. © What 
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hazards do men often run for honour and worldly 


riches? Oh! what projects and coutrivances do they 


find out? and wilt thou deſiſt rhis work, becauſe it is 
difficult? 5 8 . 
Conſideration, ſaith one, that ſpotleſs virgin, that 
joy of angrls, that envy of devils, 
A ring of God, the ladder where . Horzech. 
by men climb to heaven is thought hard, though no- 
thing be more eaſy, it is a thing portable, and it is 
always in ſeaſon, always at hand, always in call, no 
burden in a journey, no load in a voyage, men may 
carry it with them wherever they go, when they tra- 


vel abroad, when they ſtay at home, when they fit 


down, when they riſe up, they need not go beyond 
ſea to fetch it, or involve many books to be maſters 
of it ; they need not fail to the Antipodes to compaſs 
It, nor dig under ground to find it; they need not 
ranſack the Indies to eurich themſelves with it, they 
need not (ell their lands and houles to purchaſe it, Hor 
run the hazard of {word and fire to ſecure it; they 
need not clamber mountains to poſſeſs it, nor wade 
through riverz to inherit it.” Strange ſtupiaity! 
men do not think it hard to carry talents of lead, or 
mountains of ſin on their backs, and yet they think 
Conſideration difficult, who, like a faithtuj friend, 
would tell them bow to be rid of that load that will 
(except they get faith in Chriſt, or receive True God- 
Iinets into their hearts) ſink them down into the low- 
elt pit; they do not think it hard to dig into hell, 
yet they think Conſideration hard, who would teach 
them a way to quench that fire? they do not think 
it hard to be oppreſſed by a bloody uſurper, and yet 
they think Conſideration hard, which weuld help them 
to ſhake him off. O fools and Now of heart! they 
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that have courage to meet an army in the field, andſÞcart 
have confidence to laugh at the glitteriag ſpear asiftion 
ſhield, they that have courage to plow the ſea, to face 
the mouth of a cannon, to ſtand a volley of ſhort, to 
ſight duels, to endure the noife of guns, to hear theſſſt® Al 
clalling of ſwords and ſpears, and ly on the coſdſer ve 
ground many nights together, to have an arm or leg 
cut off; have they covrige to do all this, and ſhalt 
thou think Conſideration about theſe great things. toof 
hard for thee ? Contemn the thoughts of being over- 
come by this deceitful aud timorous fellow Difficulty. 
Secondly, As to what Deficiency ſays, That tho; 
art a man of a weak underſtanding: Alas! thou cant 
perceive that gold 1: better than glaſs or rattles, and 
that pearſs are better than pebbles ; thou art able to 
perceive thou art mortal, and muſt die, aud doſt know 
when a bone is broke, it is good to have it ſet; and 
that food is good for thee when thou art hungry; ; and 
that it is good to get cloaths on to hide thy naked- 
neſe, and art not able to conſider the need there is for 
Food to feed thy ſoul, and clothes to cover the naked- 
neſs of thy ſoul, and that it is good to get grace, to 
enrich thy ſoul. Art thou able to find dut how grie- 
vous it is to be caſt into a furnace of fire, and canſtF 
not think that it is worſe to be caſt into a fire that, 
cannot be quenched, Nay, and have not weak and 
ſimple ones in their own eyes, and in the eyes of others 
too, attained to rhe ſkill of Conſideration about their 
eternal eſtate? nay, and have wonderfully outdone 
the wiſe and learned ones of the world in it too? 
.& Knowledge 1 is ealy unto him that hath underſtand- 
ing,” Prov. xiv. 16. Wiſdom gives ſubtilty to ay 
the ſimple, and young men knowledge and diſcretion,” f tt 
Prov. i. 4. When wildom entereth into thine 


> 
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n{beart, and knowledge is pleaſant to thy feet; diſcre- 
tion ſhall preſerve thee, and underſtanding ſhall keep 
hee, Prov. if. 10. 11. | 

Thirdly, As for what Sloth ſaith, thou haſt cauſs 
o abhor him, for he is a beggarly villain, and de- 
ſerves to be drove, not only out of thy houſe, bnt 
put of the town and world too, for he never did no 
man the leaſt good, caſt him out a vagabond! How 
row, Thoughtful, would thou rot take pains ; re- 
member, the flothful perſon ſhall beg in harveſt, and 
have nothing through his means; and Idteneſs his 
101 Þrother: Thy houſe. is ready to fall through, and 
ini hy viney ard is grown all over with thorns and net- 
indffics, aud yet he would not have thee conſider thy 
to Hanger, till it is too late to eſcape it. Oh how many 
ou Dave loſt their ſouls by this bloody wretch! What 
nd {ood cons of idleneſs ? Beſides, do not you fee how 
and 1c men of the world hate him? they will not heark- 
ed. En unto him, but will, in deſpight of him, conſider of 
for It ways and means to get bread to eat, and cloaths 
ed · I put on, nay, and feek out, through great induſtry, 
to fare projects to get ſtore of riches; und wiit thou be 
rie- Fraun away by him, from thinking on the read y way 
inſto be rich, great and renowned for ever? It is the di- 
at sent hand that hath the promiſe; thou muſt, “ ſeek 
ander wiſdom as tor filver, and ſearch for her as for hid- 
ers en zreaſure,” Prov. ii. Nay, and do not think nei» 
heir Fer J put too great a burden upon thee, for thou 
one Bnayeſt perceive thou needeſt not to take greater pains 
0 2 Þbout this ineſtimable jewel, than the men of the. 
nd-Vorld take to get the periſhing things of this life; 
to ay, if men did beſtow half the labour about the good 
n. pf their ſouls, as they beſtow about getting the world, 
nine]! | 
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and providing for their bodies, what happy creature: 
might they be ? 5 5 h 

Fourthly, As touching what that timorous faint 
hearted fellow Danger laid before thee in reſpect of 
letting in Melancholy, this is a mere deceit, for there 
is a vaſt difference between Serious Conſideration and 
Deſtructive Melancholy; a man is not therefore ſac 
becauſe be will not ſwear, rant, whore, and be drun 
Conſideration will let thee ſee, that thoſe men wh 
are taken ſo nuch with vain ſports and merrime 
have the leaſt cauſe to rejoice of any men in the world 

Jollities are, as one obſerves, much like Attila“ 
nuptials, whoſe wedding- day proved his funeral. Whe 
wonld hazard an eternity of joy for a moment's time 
of vain and empty pleaſures? None can rejoice | 
heartily as he that hath God for his portion, and 

' hath his name written in heaven. 
Conſideration will let thee ſee, that what ſoever vai 


men may ſay, prate and boaſt of touching joy and 


pleaſures, yet there is no delight and felicity like tha 
which is found in the ways of true virtue ; that God 
lineſs is the beſt ſecurity, and -that the joy of th 
whole earth is mount Sion, that in this garden are 
the ſweeteſt roſes, the moſt odoriferous flowers, the 
moſt fragrant plants, roſes which have no prickles an 
derneath, not like carnal delights, whoſe flowers fads 
and wither away ; nor like the frothy mirth, which 
the laughter of fools aff rds. | 
Conſideration would let thee ſee, that thoſe ſeri 
ous perſons, who look dejected and melancholy-to 8 
carnal eye, have joy within, which no ſtranger inter- 
meddles with; and as little as they make of chee 
fulneſs, yet they carry in their breaſt that which 
make their life a perpetual jubilee, | 
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2. They are tools that account the life of a 
Chriſtian madneſs, and his inward peace an airy 
fiction; none is ſuch a tanatic as he who cheriſkes 4 
ſerpent in his boſom, that will certainly filing him to 
death: who never ſows, yet thinks to reap a good 
crop at harveſt : that may have glorious robes to 
cloathe him, and yet values his own naſty rags abqve 


them, or elſe chuſes to go naked; who hates, and 


ſeeks to deſtroy his belt friends, for the ſake of wiom 
he is not deſtroyed ; who thinks to go to heaven, 
and yet walks the direct way to hell, Can there be 
greater madneſs thay to preter a ſtone betore bread, 
or feed upon huſks with the ſwine, when there is al} 
good things to be had, if they would but ſeck u: 
for them? Can there be greater madneſs thay to 
value a bafe Juſt above God, Chriſt, and eternai 
glory ? | 

3. Whereas Danger tells thee. (to obſtruct Con- 
ſideration from opening to thee) of the evijvel> oi 
the times, and that if J am let in, thou wilt be un» 
done : know then, if I am kept out, there is no way 
to eſcape, but ruined thou wilt be; no danger like 


Foul danger; he can never be undone that hath Gud 


for his portion, and heaven for his inheritance ; lo 
thy ſoul, and what haſt thou more; and unlels thou 
conſider the ſooner, and open to me, thou cauſt no: 
lave it, for witheu holineſs no man ſhall ſce the 
Lord. a 

Fifthly, Worldly- cares, I know, hinders my dear 
friend Conſideration as much as any thing: he won 
perſuade thee thou haſt no time to think on God ner 


z0dlineſs, having a trade to follow, a fawily o pri | 


ide for, &c. But ſhall thoſe things binder ties 
wom thinking of any thing elſe? Is there not one 
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thing more needful, viz. to make much, or ſeriouſly n 
think on me, and of the concerns of thy ſoul, whenineſ 
thou art at work, or about thy ſecular a tim, whenſſkhe 1 
thou goeſt out, and when thou comeſt in, when thouſſthy 
lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up; thy heart mayſSeric 
be with God, when thy hand is otherwiſe employed: thin 
"True, if the world is got into thy heart, there canſkhat 
be but little room for Conſideration or True Godli. und 
neſs; a continual hurry of buſineſs puts out the eyeſwou 
whereby it ſhould reflect upon itſelf ; But ſhall tleffmuſt 
earth keep out heaven, and the prince of darknefIWh, 
ſhut out the prince of light: and briers and thorn tone 
choak the good ſeed? Shall Worldly-cares andftake. 
bulineſs be thy chiefeſt gueſts, whom thou biddeſſiiu g 
welcome, and ſhall Chriſt ſtand at thy door as amar 
neglected ſtranger. Shall thoughts be cheriſhed abouiſ pan) 
getting the world, and ſerious conſideration be cr ales do f 
who would put thee in a way how to get heaven The 
Bu: remember this, he that has no time to open toffin m 


Chriſt here, Chriſt will find no time to open to him 
hereafter. Can the world help thee to peace: and 
pardon on a dearth-bed, or riches deliver thee in the 
gay of wrath, 


free] 
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nde ve 
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Sixthly, As what thy old companions lay before 
thee, to render me odious, if thou mind or regard 
them, adieu for ever: They that hate ſeriouſneis 
. themſelves, muſt needs diflike it in others; Lheſe are 
the devils agents, whom he ſends abroad into thy 
world to deflower virtue, theſe are his factors, be 
whom he draws men into eternal chains of darkneſs; 
thele ſtrive-to put me, True Godlineſs, into a Wolf 
$i, that would ſet all the dogs in the town upon 
ze. This Age hath-bred more monſters of wickedsFlear; 
us than many ages before it. Shun keeping com · Idefil. 
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IVb ny with theſe ſ.offers ad contemvers of True God- 
henlineſs for the Lord's ſake. As thou art come into 
henſthe town of Religion, ſo let the truly religious he 
bouſtthy companions; who will, inſtead of hindering, help 
nayerious Conſiderations What ground is there to 
e>&F{think a man ſhould mind the true intereſt of his ſoul, 
callthat keeps company with perſons who make a ſport 
dl. and May-game of Serious Conſideration ? He that 
eyeſwould keep his garden and previous flowers ſecurely, 
themuſt be ſure; whatevet he does, to keep'out the hogss 
[What is be that keeps company with ſinners, but a 
ruifton,panibn of finners ? and ſociety in fin ſtrangely 
anſtakes ff from the heinouſneſs of it; Alſo men may 
dell judge of a perſon by the company he keeps; as is A 
5 aſman's company; uch is the man, and as is his com- 
outfpany here, ſuch it is like to be hereafter. O how 
Afeo finners harden one another in ways of wicked peſs! 
en! They think there is fome comfort in having aſſoci: es 

tin miferys They dare to ſin more 
Wffrecly, as one e when they Dr Horneck, 
dare in company, being afraid their ſingle valour will 
tfnever be able to duel God's wrath: they hope God 
will not damn a multitude of his creatures together; 
"Fas if the number of ſinners could move the Alm'gh- 
ty into compaſſion; and if they periſh, they think, 
nay ſometimes ſpeak it, they ſhall fare as well as their 
beighbours. It is a hard thing indeed; Thoughtful 
to be ſerious in ſuch a laſcivious age as bis is: a 
wicked man, as he poiſons the air in which he 
breathes, ſo he pollutes the age in which he lives: 
It is bad lodging in that houſe where God himlelf 
refuſes to dwell: with the froward thou wilt ſoon 
ed. learn frowardneſs ? Who can tout: p:tch and not be 
m · defiled? But it is better to be contemned for virtue 
| I 2 8 ' 
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by wen on earth, than to be con 


ned for vice by 
the God of heaven? 


W hat ſayeſt thou now, T boughtful ? ? ſhall Con. 


ſideration prevail with thee to open 
the door to me ? He ſtood and pauſed 
a while, and had a great mind to 
embrace him, Conſciepce being quite 
brought over to join in with him; And now Con- 


Confideration 
cuercomes all 
bis enemies.” 


ſideration was hugged by Thoughttul with great joy, 


and all thoſe other enemies leemed quite vargquiſhed ; 
but lo on a ſudden new enemies roſe up in his houſe, 
and made ſtrong oppoſition, and ſtrove to keep God. 
{in-{s out, though Conſideration was kindly embraced; 
ſor he, like David, thought : n his ways, and began 
to turn his feet to keep God's teſtimonies, Pial. cxix, 
- $59. and with the prodigal, being come to himſelf, 
relolved to go home to his Father's houſe. 


| CHAP. XIII. 
Shewing bow poor Thoughtful, though be had 


embraced Conſideration, and ua reſolved to 
receive Gedlineſs into bis houſe, was hindered 
by one O1d "Man, Wilfull wil. Carnal-affections, 
and Apollyon. Alſo fhewing how be met with 
his good friend Labcrious, who did what be 
could to help him. but had not prevailed, bad 
it not been for another who came in 10 bis aſ- 
ſiftance. 


' HOUGHTFUL having with wuch joy and 
gladneſs embraced Conſideration, and moſt 

hravely overcome the ſnares and impediments thoſe 

:dverlaries we mentioned before laid in his way. was 


oy reſolyed to receive Truc Godlineſs, and ſpeedily 
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Joſe with Jeſus Chriſt, but lo on a ſudden other 
-nemics, that ſeemed to lie {till in his houſe betore, 
roſe up and made ſtrong oppoſition againſt his enter- 


uftainiug this new gueſt ; but as he met with freſh 


oppolition from other enemies, whoſe names were 
Old man, Carnal-affeRions, and Wilſul-will, all ſtir- 
red up by the envious end black prince Apollvon, 
and other powers of darkneſs, ſo he nad, by the means 


Jof Conlideration, and the ligh: of God's word, ſome 


vew friends to help and aſſiſt him; their names were 

Conſcience, Informed Judgment, alias Enlighrened 

Underſtanding. Now Apollyon being in great fear 

that Thoughtful, by the help of Confideration, 

Conſcience, aud Enlightened Underftanding, would 

embrace True Godhinels, roſe up in great fury, and 

ſpoke to the reſt of the infernal crew to this purpoſe, 
Moſt mighty pow'rs, who once from heav'n fell, 

To raiſe this throne and monarchy in hell; 

Beſtir yourſelves with ſpeed, or all is gone, 

For- Thoughtful has almoſt the battle won: 

Tis hateful in my ſight to think that we 

Should by this thinking Thoughtful worſted be. 

And ſhall Godlineſs, that curſed foe of ours, 

Prevail againſt all hells infernal powers ? 

I ſwear in ſpite of heaven it ſhall not be. 

And preſently he roſe from off his teat, 

Ready to burit with rage and malice great, 

And caſt a terrible look on Thoughtful, who 

Stood muling ſtill, but knew not what o do; 

At this ancther fiend ſtept in, and ſaid, 

Let nc'er a devil of us be afraid; 

Lo don't you ſee th' un weary w:ettch doth ly 

Ope to your arms in great ſegurity ? 
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What though ſome ground is loſt, we'll ſeck about 
To find ſome way to keep this traveller out: 
W- in the houſe have a ſtrong party yet, 
Win our bands keep his unwary feet ; 

Bur lad it is the wretch ſuch light mould ſee, 
As to perceive his woful miſery. 

We mult beſtir us, and give new directions, 
And by all means keep faſt his fouls affections, 
Affliction ſtill by Old-man is dire&ed, 

And Wilful-Will to us is well affected, 

Le: us purſue our preſent enterprie 

With all the power and craft we can deviſe, 
This Conſideration hath the miſchief done, 
Whom I do wilh a plague to light upon. 


Apollyon and all the powers of hell having thus 
con bined together to find out new ways to prevent 
Thoughtful from receiving True Godlineſs, endes: 
voured to ſtir up Old-man and his curſed darling 
Carnal-affections, to do what they could to place iis 
mind and thoughts upon the periſhing things of thi 
life; which being done, this put poor Thoughtiu 
unto a ſtand : one while he was reſolved to open the 
door, but then on a ludden his heart was caprivatet 
wth the plealures and delights of this life, Which 
can to paſs by reaſon his affections were not yel 
throughly changed, nor the evil qualities of his foul 
removed : for Old Man had gricvoully 2 
all :he powers and facutties thereof, which Gudlivel 
(who with patience waiting ſtill at his door percei 
ving. aſked him what the matter was he did not le 
him cone in ? 

Thoughtiul anſwered, he was hindercd by a hal 
fellow that he had got in his houſe, 


— — 
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Upon this Godlineſs and he fell into a ſerious 
diſcourle again. 

Godli, Who is it, Thoughtſul, that obſtructs my 
being received ? 

Thought. His name is Old Man. 

Go. He is indeed I know my great enemy), 
and hath been near this 6000 years; (tor ſo old this 
villain is) and there is not one in all the world that 
has done me more wrong, to tell rhee plainly, than 
he and his curſed daughter Carnal-affeQions. 

Thought. Aye Sir, but I find alſo one Wilful 
will is utterly againſt your coming in; Lord, what 
will becom of me ! I know you are a perfon worthy 
of entertaininent; and O. who am I, that you ſhould 
come to be gueſt to ſuch a vile and unwortliy 
wretch. | | 

Godli. Nay Thoughtful, I do not ſtand alone, 
but here are others waiting at thy door to come in 
with me alſo, who are perſons of no mean quality. 

T bought. Others, pray who are they? 

Godli, Why here is my Father the eterya! 
Jexovan, with Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of the kings 
of the earth, and the Holy Spirit, Rev. iii. 30. 

: Thought. Lord, what ſhall I do? O infinite and 
admirable grace and condeſcenſion! God and Jeſus 
Chrilt, and the Holy Ghoſt at my door, and 1 not 
let them in! O this is an amazing conſideration + 

Godli. Nay, Thoughtful, it is ſo; and more 1 
muſt tel} thee, they have been waiting bere a long 
time, ever ſince I came firſt to knock at thy deor : 
and I told thee ſo too, but I perceive thy memory 
proves talfe to thee : likewiſe he is doubtleſs miſicd 
by that baſe Old-man : but if thou doſt not open to 
me the ſooner they will leave thee, for they never 
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come into any man's houſe who keep their doors ſhut 
againſt True Godlineſfs. Why dolt not knock the 
old man down, and lay him a vleeding ; it is not 
enough to cry, What, Lord, ſhall I do, but thou 
muſt "ſhake off that tazy fellow Sloth, and like a 
brave and couragious ſoul acquit thyſelf. 

Thought, Alas, what can I do; this Old-man 
is too ſtrong for me, and Wilful-will ! is a very ſtub- 
born fellow too; I am no match for them. 

Godli. Why I will tell thee, there is one in thy 
haule chat will help thee, if thou hearken to him. 

Thought. What is his name, Sir; 

Godli. His name is Conſcienee. 

Thought. Sir, I know him very well; he has, 
Nnce his yes were opened, been a very good Friend 
to me; But for a great while he lay in my houſe 
as ont dead, and I found his eyes almoſt quite put 
out by that curſed Old-man ; but all that he can do 
is not ſufficient without: farther help. 

Godli. Thou ſayeſt right, thank Enlightened 
Underſtanding for that; Conſideration, by bringing 
thee to read and hear God's holy word, opened his 
eyes alſo ; but is there never another friend of mine 
in thy houſe, who can lend thee a little aſſiſtance in 
this time of need. 

Thought. Alas Sir, who have I elſe that can do 
any thing for me, for my houſe is full of curſed ad- 
verlaries.z never was a cage fuller of unclean and 
hateful birds, than my houſe, I mean my heart, which 
is full of baſe and filthy enemies to True Gbdlineſs, 

' Godli. Thou ſayeſt right, I believe thee poor 
Thoughtful ; Bu: pr*ythee fee if thou canſt not find 
a fricud that I dearly love, and have a long time 
{ought for. 
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Thought. Pray Sir who is that? tell me his 
name. 

Godli. His name is Endeavour, alias Laborious: 
you cannot imagine Th ugbtful what great things 
he hath done; Oh, I love him dearly; H: helped 
Noah to build the ark, and Jacob to get the bleſſing, 
and to wreſtle with the angel, and to prevail too; 
and Solomon to vuild the temple, Conſideration, it 
is true, cauſed David to think on his ways, but it 
was Endeavour that turned his tout to keep God's 
ſtatutes; Conſideration alſo brougut the poor prodi- 
gal to his right mind, but it was my friend Endea- 
vour that ſent him home to his father's houſe; it 
was he that made him find his feet, after the Spirit 
of God had brought him to imſelt; Nay, I could 
teli thee, I have taught him to get many a bleſſing 
by pra\er. Pr'ythee who was it that got the th1ce 
I aves 1 the goſpel ? was it not this importuva.e 
L. bo ious? Was it not he likewiſe that made the 
po r widow to prevail with the unjuſt judge to avenge 
her f her adverſary ? Nay, in a word, the promiſe 
of God is made to him, If you follow on to know 
the Lord, then you ſhatl know him. It is this 
diligent. painful perſon that makes men, with God's 
bletiing, rich, I mean ſpiritualty rich; And tiw 1 
mult tell thee too, lie can do nothing of bimteli. 
Do not think that he can epen the door; no, vv, it 
muſt be the Spirit of God that does that; 1 do not 
ſay, Thoughttul, that lie is able to do it; but the 
promiſe of better aſſiſtance is made to chis my dear 
trend ſweet Endeavour. Have you never read in 
Ef 's fables of a man that was fallen into à ditch, 
and lying ti ere almoſt drowned, he called to Jupiter 
to heſp him out; but Jupiter auſ v ered; Endeavour 
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to get out, and Jup'ter will hel} thee. Though it 
is but a fable, yet the moral is very applicable. Now 
what doſt thou ſay. Thoughtful, canſt thou find thy 
good friend Endeavour: | 

Tihvught: Truly Sir naw I think of it; 1 hope 
I have, but he hath been here but a little time. It 
J have found him, and God knows he has been too 
much neglected by me, for 1 did not ſtrive to enter 
in at the ſtrait gate till now. But pray wherein 
will he be ſo ulefyl to me! What arc his pro- 

rties! 

Gogdli. Why he commonly ſtirs up men to do 
what they can to open the door to me; He is a 
great enemy to Sloth and Idleneſs: he makes them 
to riſe betimes in the morning to call upon God, and 
to read God's word, and pry into it very dilivently, 
and he will cauſe thee to incline thine ear to what 
Conſcience ſays, and make thee tremble at his reprools 
and accuſations when you {in againſt God, if you will 
but take his counſel ; He will alſo caule thee to ga 
to hear ſermons, and not to {lkep when you come 
there, nor neglecł nor ſlight convictions, nor be care- 
leis and remiſs in any duty, and will help thee to 
labour after faith, and not to reſt upon any thing 
thort of Chriſt, ' | 


Thought. O Sir, this is the friend 1 want, and 


bleſſed be God I have found him, I am reſolved to 
make ute of his help and affiſtance continually, Now 
Old-man look to yourſelf, Laborious 1 hope will do 
your buſineſs; and I ſhall quickly preyail, and open 
the door to True Godlinefss | 

Upon this he became very diligent in attending 
upon all the means of glace. Morcover, by rhe help 
6+ Endeavour, he cut off ſome one or tuo of the 
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members of Old-man, that curſed body of ſin, aud 
prayed morning and evening, eſchewing all open 
prophaneneſs and ſcandalous fins, and would not 
ſpeak at random with his tongue, nor negleQt to hear 
one good ſermon, if poſſible he could get an oppor- 
tunity, and became mighty juſt in all his dealings 
and commerce with men. But ſoon upon this 
Apollyon, by the treachery of Old-man, raiſed up 
another enemy which had almoſt inſenſibly undone 
him; his name was Self-righteouſneſs, a very great 
cvemy to True Godlineſs, which Godlineſs ſoon per- 
ceived, and called upon him to open the door; or 
it appeared he had not received him yet. | 

Godii, Thoughtful, what is the cauſe of this great 
neglect! What! ſhall I not yet be received? © 
what a long time have I ſtood at your door: hut 
is the matter now? 1 

Thought. Truly Sir, I concluded now the door 
had been open, by the help of my good friend 
Laborjous, for I have done what he required of me. 

Godli, No, no, Thoughtful, I am ſtill kept out: 
Wiltul-will and Old-man have beguiled you, and 
have let in another dangerous enemy, whole name 13 
Self-righteouſneſs ; this was he that quite undid poor 
Legalilt, and will ruin you too, if you take not hect; 
I would not have you to flight Endeavour, but not 
to make an idol of Endeavour. If you be tound in 
your own righteouſneſs, you will be loſt by yeur 
own unrighteouſneſs. Duties can never have tos 
much oft your diligence, nor too little of your 
dependance ; it is not the ſalt ſeas of thy own tears, 
but the red ſea of Chriſt's blood muſt waſh away why 
ſins. You owe the life of your ſoul to the dra-h of 
your Saviour, . | 
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If. you have no better righteouſneſs than what is 
of your providing, you will meet with no higher 
happineſs than what is of your own deſerving ; you 
mult take up duties in point of performance, but lay 
them all down again in point of dependance. There 
is as much cauſe to fear you now as ever there was 
before; what will you do? 

Thought. Lord help me, what ſhall I do indeed? 

O how a e many deceived, who think it is an eaſy 
thing to be ſaved; Sure I ſhall never obtain to a 
ſtate of grace and true converſion. 

Upon this a melancholy aud very dangerous fellow, 
called Delpond, fell upon him, and almolt knocked 
him down; nay, I perceived he broke ſome of hi; 
bones, wounding him lo grievouſly, that he was left 
bleeding in ſuch-a fort, that he concluded there was 
no hope of life. Indeed he was wonderfully over- 
whelmed with trouble ; and that which grieved him 
moſt of all:was, to think that all this time, not cnly 
Trae Godlineſs, but Chriſt himſelf alſo wanted at his 
door. Godlineſs perceiving what a ſad condition he 
was in, ſpake to him after this manner ; 

Godli. Poor Thougutful, do not give way to 
Avollyon, that curſed prince of darkiels, for it is 
he who hath ſtirred up that cruel enemy Deſpond to 
take away thy- life ; that bloody villain hath ſent 
many thouſand fouls to hell. Come, though thy 
own righteouſneſs is worth nothing, bei g but like 
filthy rags, yet Chriſt's righteouſneſs is luſſicient to 
cover thee, and his blood to tical all thy wounds. 
Your great buſineſs is to believe, viz. wholly 20 ger 
cut of yourſelt and rely upon Chrilt's bleſſed merits; 


and know aſſuredly, that that very moment you caſt- 
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yourſelf, by a livel / act of faith upon Jeſus Chriſt, 
I thall come into your houſe. 

O know poor Thoughtful, that Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs hath more worth in it to ſave you, and raiſe you 
up to hraven, than your own uurighteoulnels has 
weight to caſt you down into hell. You ſay you are 
a great, a black, and bloody ſinner, but you can 


be but a ſinner, and Chriſt died for ſinners ; and never 


any thiew themſelves by an act of true faith upon 
him, but were ſaved by him; Alas, he died for the 
chickeſt of ſinners: and do you not hear him ſay, 
Come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reſt, Mat. xi- 28. 29. 
Sir, he that believes not makes God a liar ; tor he 
hath ſa:4 in his Son, „ There is life and ſal vation 
for you. ,and all that come to God by him. 

Thought. O that I could believe! my lins! my 
ſins. 

No ſooner had Godlineſs ſhewed him what it was 
to open the door, and laid before him. the neceſſity 


of union with Chriſt, and of faith in him, bur 


Apoltyon, with the O'd-man, and other curſed 
enemies, began to cauſe dreadful cumbuſtions in his 
houte; For not hing doth the devil fear more thau 
true faitn; and Thoughtful found it very hard to 
belicve, Wilful-will being ſuch a ſtubborn, crooked, 
and perverſe fellow; alſo Apollyon tried his kill 
many other ways to undo him, ſo that he was hard 
belet: but when Apollyon ſaw none of thoſe ways 
were like to do, he laid before him the outward 
danger he would be in, if Trye Codlineſs was em- 
braced ; He told him he was like to r* great 
perſecueion, it being -the portion of all who enter- 
tained rue Godlineſs, inſomuch, that zus very hte. 
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might be in danger; but Godlineſs comtorted him ha 
ſweetly, with many precious promiſes ; telling bin the. 
allo he had ſuch a glorious retinue to attend him 
which he would bring into bis houſe with him, that 
he need not to fear any difficulty, provided that he 
would but let him in; but he ſeeing he was not 
able to open the deor, his enemies being too irony 
for him. notwithſtanding his own ſtrength, To bij 
Joy he told him, there was one friend of his, whom 
it he could prevail with to come unto his aſſiſtanc 
he woula ſoon make the way clear, end oper the 
door, Who is that, ſaid T houghtful ! Godline 
thei: dilcovered immediately the excellency of hit 
perſon, aud the nature of his opesation, by which he 
ſoon underſtood it was the Holy Ghoſt ; upon this 
he was not a little glad, but preſently cried: out: 
one whole life is uy dauger, to God to ſend the Holy auc 
Spirit to aſſiſt him; O Lord, the Spirit, the Holy an; 
Spirit, now Lord! Thus he cried, and preſently} an 
there was ſtrange ſtrugglings indeed (the Holy Spirit the 
working upon all the faculties of.his foul) yea, tuch 
a couflict that he never met with in all his life; Judg- 
ment, in the combat, behaved !iimſelt bravely ; Con 
ſide tation was not wanting; Conſcience laid on hom 
blows, being backed with Endeavour, alias Laborious, 
In the beginuing of the battle the Holy Spirit came 
in, and with him Faich and other of Godlineſs An 
attendants, and the door flew open, and Oid-marſſ - 
immediately went to the wall, crying out quartenſ th. 
pleading his great age, but had no mercy fhewelſſ pe 
bim: Wilful-wit ftraitway rejected himſelt (rhatY ant 
ſcripture being made good, “ My people ſhall bf pit 
will-nz_ in the day of my power“) and became co. 
4 vghtſuPs very good fervant ; CurnabaffeRion R. 
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changed then mind, and were made Heavenly, and fa 
they "aha de, to his great joy, until his dying day. 
True Godlinels being now entered into his houſe, 
with his attendance, Thoughttul was not a little 
comforted, Now Godiincls's retinue who came in 
with him were theſe follc wing : Some of which you 
had an account ot betore, viz, Heavenly, New man, 
True-love, Innocency, Humility, Sobriety, Sincerity, 
Temperance, vSelt-clearing, Faithtul, Excellenr-know- 
ncefiedge, B. ſfed- experience, Gedly-zeal, Filial-fcar, 
the Precious-promiſes, Holy- revenge, Vekement-defires, 
ney Coniſtam-ſupplication, Spiritual-indignation, Chriſtian- 
| hi courage, Sincere Alins avd Ends, Careſul, Patience, 
1 he Hoſpitality. Stability, Charity, Liberality, Chaſtity, 
thus Pur.ty, Hely-ſympathy, Wake-man, Watch-well, 
© Ul Pea cable, Harmieſs, Gentleneſs, Brotherly-kindueſe, 
oh and Love- all, beſides ſeveral other of like quality; 
olyf and by realon thefe, as J. formerly told you, were 
hen great nobles, or perſons highly deſcended, being 
ih the offspring of heaven: they had I perceived alſo a 
uch mot glorious attendance to accompany them: and to 


dg · the end you may know what a happy man po 


only Þ houghtful is now become, and with him every true 
"oh Chriſtian, I ſhall let you know who they were. 

ual The firjt 1 fav was the Father of True Godlinefs, 
mel for he always dwells where he dwells, ard abides with 
1s's this his gloridus and heavenly attendance, 

mall - Secondly, The Lond Jeſus Chriſt, which bronitht 
ten that word to my remernb: ance, If any man loves me, 
rell be will keep my words. and my Father will love him, 
hat aid we will come unto him, and make cur abode with 
beſ bim, John xvi. 25 Alſo the other words, “ will 
my come in to him, aud ſup with him, and he with mie“ 


Rem. ii. 3e. 2 Pim. . 14. Thidy, The Holy 
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Spirit: for he alſo is {aid to dwell in us. And be nd 
fides theſe, there was, Fourthly, Unioz.; Fifthly $290 
| Reconciliation. Sixthly, Juſtification, Seventhly {2 
Acceptation. Eightly, Communion with the Fath tl 
and Son. Ninthly, Adoption. Tenthly, Pardon. N 
of in, Eleventhly, The image of God. Tweltthly* 
Peace of conſcience. Thirteenthly, And joy in tieſmed 
Holy Ghoſt. Fourteenthly, Free accels t6 the throne lure 
of grace, Fitteenthly, A place in the heavenly" 
family. Sixteenthly, Fellowſhip with ſaints. Se- or k. 
venteenthly, The earneſt and ſealing ot' the Spirit. Ye? 
Eighteenthly, Increale of grace. Ninetcenthly, Thepga! 
attendance of an innumerable company of angels, inde 
Twenticthly, Divine protection, or ſure refuge. in curl 
God. One and twentiethly, A full aſſurance of force 
heaven; but it was a great while before they could f h 
ſee him ; he lay bid, it appears, though he came in _ 
with the reſt, And Laſtly, Final perfeverzac:. But ed, 
lo, I looked, and behold a good way off 1 eſpied he \ 
another glorious train followed, in the midſt of winch BP iſ 
I plainly diſcerned, amonglt others ' whoſe glory was 
ſo great I could not bet eld them) thele following zn ſt 
Immortality, Incorruption, Pertection, Gloriuus tet 
Victory, Heavenly Triumph, the Beatifical Viſion, tha! 
Rivers of Pleaſures, the Tre of life, the King ,ingP99 
tis beauty, a white Throw, Manſions of Glory, the vit 
Holy City, New Je ulalen), the liceets, whercot were Ig. 
paved with pure gold, a crown of riglteoulnefs; which 
ſo gliſtercd, that it dazaled mine eyes in ſuch a fort, 
that I could not look down ards. Ike ſome men, 
ever ſince. Moreover, I {aw miilions of millions of 
glorified famts, (coming amongſt the holy cherubims 
aud fcraphtgis, and all the hoſt of heaven) with palms 
and harps in their hands, ſinging Hllelujah to God 
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and the Lamb; they made (uch melody, that it was 
nough to raviſh ones foul iu ſach a manner, as to 
leave no heart nor ſpirit in us to the empty things 
theft this world, 
don Now, the two firſt glorious compauics who attend 
"rae Godlinels here, theſe entered in with him im- 
mediately, and the other glories Thoughtful was 
onellſure 3! polſeſſing after a few days: fo that he was 
wondertully tortificd againſt all domeſtic commotions, 
or foreign approaching dangers - whatſoever ; or he 
fit (cow's not but expect new troubles would be raiſed 
[he againſt him, both from within. and without ; And ſo 
«|, indeed it ſuddenly came to paſs: tor Apollyon, the 
un eurſed prince of darknels, ſirſt raiſed up all his ſcattered 
of forces, which {till rem uined within, who lurked in 
uld Iin holes and ſecure corners of iis houſe ; For parti- 
* cularly Old-man, though he was dangerouſly woun d- 7 
Zat led, his head broke, and laid a bleeding, yet it appears 7 
"= he was not quite dead, yet was committed cloſe 7 
ich priſoner, under the charge of one of Godlineſs's 
vas Ilervauts, called Holy Revenge; and though he had 
LY; a ſtrict command to kill him, yet he ſaw he could 
us $not preſently do it: By which means it fell out, 
00, Ichat in a little time he ſee ned to revive agaia; and 
in poor Fhoughtful thereby was continually plagued | 
the with Indwelling Sin to his dying day, which was a | 
ere great grief to him, and an hindrance alſo to True j1 
5h Godlineſs at all times; And the worſt of all was, 
ort) Icheir in ward Corruption, alias Old-man, alias Body 
= of Sin, getting too great power by the treachery of 
- of Mrs-Heart, and Apollyon the prince of darkueſs ; 
ms they laying before him his manifold evils, and vemill. 
[ms Ineſs in holy duties, perſuaded him that he harboured 
zod in his houſe an enemy of True Godlinels, called 
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Hypocriſy, and that he was like, upon that account, Nha 
to lole all his hopes here, and that lappineſs which ion 
Goelmels aſſured him of here2iter 3; and had not Si Hen 
cerit) came in with Godlineſs, he bad been utterly abo 
undone ; but, as God would have it, Self-cleariog, do 
by the help of poor Couſcicnce, made it appear to] + 
him, that hypocriſy was nor hid in his heuſe, nor info! + 
the leaſt counteranced by lum; for, Firſt, they Jcti 
wade it out he had a general hatred of all iniquity, land 
and did not allow of, ner connive at any fin whats 
ſocver, by the aid of ſpiritual indignatien. And 
Sccondly, That there was no one duty which he 
was convinced of, but he readily ſubjected to it, by 
the help of New- obedience. Thidly, That he was] 
er careful of, aud h:d always, by the help off ! 
Chriſtin Watchw ell, kept a flri& eye over M 
Heart, whom he moſt of all miſtruſted, and had a 
great jcalouſy of. Fourthly, That be reſted not 
upon the external performance of any duty, but did 
what he did to the praiſe and glory ct God, by the 
help of; rue Love, Fifthly, That he was the ſam 
continually in private which le was in public, by ti 
aſſiſtance of Filial Fear. Sixthly, And that alſo h 
gave according to his ability, at all times, to Theoff wi 
logy, Chriſt's miniſter, and to the poor ſaints; tle vp 
one by the aid ut New- obedience, Bounty, Liberality Fe 
aud Godly -zeal, ard the other by the helpof Chriſtian] 111 
charity. Sveathiy, hat he did nothing to be ſe 
of men, or for Vain-glory's lake, by the direCiion 
_ of HoJy-ends and Alms, and by the power of h 
venly New-man, Ninthly, And that he was alway 
conſtant in his love to, and his eficem of True God 
Jnets: being as much for the work of God:wels m 


for the wages; by the aſſiſtance of Faithful. Teuthi ji! 
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That be did not inordinately love, nor ſet his affec- 
ious upon the things of this ite, by the help ot 
'emperance zud Sobriety, Fleventhly, That he 
Iabourcd to live a hot leſo life ; being -anght fo to 
o by lueet Puri: „ awd harmlels Innoceicy es 
Tu eſhnly, That he bore up bravely in the proleſſion 
oe evipel, not bei ng ain aned nor afraid to own 
Jets Chit before men, by tie means of Stability 
and Chriſtian-courage, Thi:tcenthly, Aud that bs 
did not faint wander afflictions and trials. hy the help 
of Bleſſed Expecicuce, Patience, and Precious Pro- 
miſes. Fourtcenthly, That he was not corrupt in 
principle, nor led into error by the means of Excellent 
Knowledge. 

Now Conſcience and Self-clearing baving thus 
freed Thoughttul from the falſe charge abopt har- 
bouring Hypocriſy, he came to perceive what ex- 
cellent advantage he had, and ſhould receive by God» 
ln eſs's noble and heayerly retinue : and hereupon 


he teil ſo in love with them, that he pever would go 


any where, nor do any work without their compauy, 
which Apol'y on perceiving, knew it was in vain to 
aſſault him any more in that ſort, but being filled 
with hellifh rage and malice againſt him, he raiſed 
ep mighty forces and ers upon him from u 1th out ; 
For, firft he ſtirred up abundance of baſe tetlows, of 
the « orfer ſort, to buſe him: amoneft which werg 
thele following; Hate gord, Time ſerver, Pride, Tofsy 
pot. Outr-fie, Riv, . iprorance, Belly-God, Herd- 
heart. Scofftr, F:icitce-all, Love-luſt, Make-ftrite, 


Giddy-head. Pickerhatk, Rob-ſaing, Temporizer, * 


Iolater. Goat, Avarice, Shameleſs, Raſh, Highs» 


minced, tity, bard conkience, and 1any more of 


like ſort, like bers, compaſſed him about, wil-callee 


% 
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and abuſed him in a cruel and unmerciful manner, 
which made him wonder what the cauſe ſhould- he; 
but at laſi he perceived the ground and reaſon of it 
was, only becauſe he had received True Godlineſs. 
Remembering that word of ſeſus Chriſt, + Marvel 
not it the world hateth you.” And that world, 
„They ſhall ſay all manner of evil ageinſt you fal ay 
for my name ſake ; With the ſaying of the apoſtle, 
« And all that will five Godly in Chrilt Jeſus, (hall 
ſuffer perſecutior.? Atthis he was ſome:what troubled 
and calt down in fs ſpirits, ſeeing nothing could be 
expected, but that theſe fellows would plague him, 
it not utterly undo him, as rouching the things of 
this world; and though by the help he had by God- 
lineſs's glorious retinue, he was ſupported and eſta- 
bliſhed in the ways of grace anl true holineſs, yet 
he was ſomewhar diſquieted in his mind; which God- 
lineſs {oon perceived, begun to conſider what the cauſe 
of it ſhould be; but he quickly found out the reaſon 
of it ; for upon enquiry, he underſtood, amongſt all 
the good company Fhoughtful had got in his houſe, 
yet there wanted one (whom Godlinels dearly loved, 
and Thoughtful could not be without) whoſe name, 
it ſeems, was Chriſtian Contentment; And alſo it 
appeared, that this noble and high-born hero Content, 
had been a long time wandring about in the wilder- 


neſs of this world, and to ſeek a fit companion te 


co-habit or dwell wit i, but could fiad not one. 
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CHAP. XV. . 
Shewing bow Thoughtful meeting uitb bis dear 
friend Contentment, finding now nothing want- 
ing in crder 10 the making bis life ſweet and 
comfortable bere, and eternally happy bereaf- 
ter. fell a fins ing ballelujabs, bymns, of praiſe 
and thankjgiving to God and the Lamb. | 
HOUGHT FUL Chriſtian, for ſo now we muſt 
call him, notwithſtanding all the high and 
unutterable bleſſing, riches, and honour he had arrived 
at, by his late embracing True Godlineſs, remained 
very ſad and melancholy, being attended with many 


deſponding cogitations, by perceiving not only the 


great diſtreflcs aud troubles which his wife and 
children were like to nicet with in this world, but 
alſo what ſad, unſettl-d, and unhappy days he was 
fallen into, and of the aboundipg evils and horrible 
blaſphemies which ſtared him in the face wherever he 
came : together with the low and deplorable condis 
tion the church of Chriſt and true religion was in, 
in this diſmal Four ; which Gedlineſs perceiving, 
told him of one Contentment, whom he ſaw, he bad 
not yet found; and that if he could but obtain that 
favour, to perſuade him to dwell with him, his mind 
would remain {weetly ſettled and compoſed, and that 
he would enjoy all calmneſs and ſerenity of ſoul ima» 


Leinable, being delivered from all anxious thoughts, 


about all preſert and future events of things and un- 
dergo all croſſes and haxſheſt accidents with equani- 
mity and acquicſcence of ſpirit, wholly ſubmitting 
onto, aud being fully ſatisſied with the divine dil- 
polal, - Now, this glorious, noble, and reuowned 
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prince Contentment hath been, it ſeems, rravelling 
from place to place like à poor pilgr:m; as Ttuc 
Godlineſs. hath done, ſeeking a fi. reſting place, but 
could find none; for he had been to viſit Riches, but 
no dwelling chere: avd Poverty alſo, but found no 
lodging there; with Youth he covid find no abude; 


and Old Age was a ſtranger to him ; Pleaſure could: 


give him no entertainment; Honours were forced to 
ſay, I know thee not; he was not lodged in the prince 
palace, nor in the peaſant's cottage ; the unmarried 
fovght him, but could not find him. ard the married 
wiſhed for him, but there was no abiding for him 
neither; for none of all theſe ſtates and fmple con- 
ditions of men could yield perfect prace, content, 
and ſerenity of mind; but Thoughtful hearing God- 
lineſs ſpeaking of him, that he was uſed to dwell! with 
him;"ot where he took up his lodging, fent prefen:ly 
his old friend Conſideration to ſtek out for him; and 
by the providence of God it was not long before be 
found him ; yet for the information of my think- 
ing reader, I ſhall ſhew thee a way bow Conlidera: 
tion by the aſſiſtande of Falch met with him, and 
brought him home to his dear maller, Thoug}.tful 
Chriſtian, and made him his fixed companion. 

Firſt, Couſideration led him torth to ponder upon 


the divine attributes, providences; and promiſes of 


God, he cauſed him to contult infivite power, wil- 
dom, omniſciency, holinels, mercy, Feen truth 
faithfulneſs, &c. 

Secondly, He alſo ſtirred him up to ſeek for Con: 
tentment, by pondering upon his preſent ſtate and 
condition. ® What,“ ſaith he, © hath God done fot 
thee ? Thou waſt in the gell of bitternc{s and bond 
of iniquity, and God hath brought thee out, and yet 


ng 
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not content? Thou waſt a child of wrath, and now 
art a child of God, yet not content!“ Haſt thou God 
for thy God, Chriſt for thy Saviour, the Holy Spi- 
nt for thy comforter, and yet not content! Nay, 
doth God, Chrift, and the Holy Spirit dwell with 
thee, and yet not content! Haſt thou received rue 


I Gudlineſs? glorious retinue into thy houſe, to abide 


with thee, to enrich thee, to ſtrengthen thee, to com- 
fort thee, and make thy life ſweet to thee, and yet 
not content! Are thy ſins pardoned, thy foul juſti- 
hed ; haſt thou union and communion with the Fa- 
ther and Son, and yet not content! Is thy name 
writ in the book ot lite? Shalt thou dwell with God 
and Chriſt for ever? Is heaven thy inheritance ? 
Art thou an heir of a crown and kingdom that tadeth 
not away, and yet not content? Nay, let me tell 
thee, all thefe things, and many more, are abſolutely 
thine with contentment, Come, art thou willing to 
poſſeſs them, to make them thine own, and enjoy 
them for ever, yea or no? If thou wouldeſt be ture 
of them, then get Contentment to dwell with thee ; 
for “ Godlineſs with contentment is great gain,“ 
t Tim. vie 6. It doth not fay godlineſs without 
contentment, but with contentment. It is this glo- 
nous prince, it appears, who puts thee into the pre- 
lent poſſeſſion of all true happinels, and yet not content. 

Thirdly, Ponder, faith Conſideration, upon the 


Fexcellency of contentment ; for a faint never looks 


like himlelf, acts like himſelf, acts like a perſon of 


och rank and quality, a perſon who hath received ſo 


many glorious and excellent graces and privileges, 
but when in all conditions he is therewith contented. 
Fourthly, Ponder, faith Conſideration, upon the 


evils of diſcontent 3 Oh, what diſhonour doth it bring 
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unto God! What repruach to i'rue Godlineſs ? and 
what great wrong to thy own ſ:ul'? | 55 

Fifthly, It is below thy Chriſtian relation, ſaii th 
Con ſide ration, to be diſcontent: It was the ſpeeci tet 
of Jonadab to Amon, © Why art thou, being ſu 
king's fon, lean from day to day?“ But that w: 
as ove obſerves, for a w.cked cauſe ; he ſaw his {pil} 10! 
vit was troubled, for otherwiſe he was fat enough] fai 
It is below thy relation to God, who is thy portion W. 
thy ſhield, thy ſanctuary, thy father, David thought ad 
it no ſmall matter to be a ſon-in-Jaw to an earthly no 
kung; and art ti.ou the King's fon of heaven and . 
earth, and yet not content? It is below thy relation àn 
to Jeſus Chriſt : What! art thou the ſpouſe of Chrill e. 
1 a meniber of Chriſt, the brother and friend of ChriltY th 
au heir with Chriſt, and yet not content * It i belo th. 
thy relation to the Holy Shoſt. Is he thy com m 
forter, guide, witneſs, ſtrength, and art not content? 
It is below thy relation to the holy angels, who are 
thy guard, thy attendance, thy friends, thy watch- 
men; haſt thou millions of thoſe glorious ſpirits to 
miniſter to thee, to fight for thee, keep thee in all 
thy ways, and yet not content ? It is below thy re- 
lation to the ſaints and heavenly family, Art thou!“ 
brought home to fit down with them, to partake off Je 
all the ſacred privileges of Ged's houſe with them, 
and to have a ſhare in al! their prayers, and yet not 
content ? It is below the high and foverezgy dignity 
thou art raiſed to. Art thou born from above, 2 
price, a favourite of heaven an heir of both worlds, 
and yet not content ? 

Sixtbly, It is below thoſe graces, divine helps and 
end. wments thou haſt received. Art thou in tlie 


covenant of grace? Has Ged tied aud bound himſelf 
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by promiſes and holy . oaths to help thee, uphold 


thee, and keep thee from falling, and yet not con- 
tent? Is thy eternal eftate *ſeeured, art thou made 
ſure of heaven, and yet diſcontented ? 

Laſfily, Conſider all thy afflictions, troubles, and 
ſorrows are nothing, in compariſon of what other 
ſaints have met with; nay, to thole Jeſus Chriſt mer 
with himſelf for thy ſake, and art not content. Be- 


des, are they not lels than thy lins deſerve, and yet 


not content? nay, and all. thole hard things thou 
meeteſt with, God will cauſe to work for thy good, 
and yet not content? all the bitter things thou art. 
ever like to meet with will be in this world, — no- 
thing but ſweet hereafter, and yet not content? all 
thy troubles will be ſoon gone, they are but for a 
moment; beſides, they are intermixed with much 
Jweet, and yet not content ?-nay, and all forrows 
will be turned into joy, and all tears will be wiped 
| off from thine eyes, and yet not content? No ſooner 
|| had Conſideration laid all theſe things, and many 
other ot like nature before him, but lo, to his eternal 
joy, Contentinent came in, and was immediately glo- 
\| riouſly welcomed by Godlinels? heavenly retinue; 
yea, it cannot be imagiued what rejoicing now there 
was in poor I houghttul's houle : it would do alto 
one's heart good tv lee how the ſcattered pers of 


the enemy were forced to fly into holes. Apollyon 


himſelf was tam to pull in his horn, Deſpond was 
vanithed, curled Diſquiet and Murmur could find no 
more place in his houſe ; O this to him was the day 
of days. 


Upon this, perceiving Giorions Content with rri- 


| uinpa was entered into his houſe, to dweil wih the 


| reſt of True Godlinels's heavenly retinue, and that 


K 


- —?d—IVDH— ʒ— f.ʒ.ꝝꝓ— — — —— 
= 5 - 


wo The Travels of True Godlineſs. 


there was now nothing wanting to make his life cot 
forcable here, and happy bercafter, he fell a ſinginy 
of ſweet hymns of praiſe and thaukſgiving to God, 


A SWEET 
HYMN OF PRAISE, 


TRUE GODLINESS 1s come to me, 
And with him alſo, lo I ſee, 

His gloricus tram, who will attend 

My precious ſoul into the end. 

N day like this hath ever been, 

Content with Triumph's enter'd in. 

I jove thee, and admire thee too, 

What work remains thou'll help me do. 

My chiefeſt buſincſꝭ it is done, 

Poſſeis the houte wircli thou haſt won. 

The fruits of canqueit now begin, 

Co went with Triumph's enter'd in. 

What's this! “ don't boaſt, what can it be? 

Remains there ſtill an enemy? 

Have I o'ercome ali deadly foes, 

And ſhall this Oit-mi me oppoſe ? 

The icuics of conqueſt now begin, 

Content with Priumpli's enter'd in. 

I {haii, Pm ſure, be rid of thee, 

And then how happy thall I be ? 

When Godlineſs iu me doth reign, 

Along with his moſt glorious train; 


— 


0 Indwelling Sin moves again. 
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And not a foe dares ence appear, 

O then what triumphs I ſhall hear! 

Can man on earth more happy be ? 

I peace poſſeſs, I glory ſee. 

God and Chriſt with me do dwell, 

Pm ſure of heaven, ſav'd from hell. 

The fruits of conqueſt now begin, 

Content with Triumph's enter'd in. 
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